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Our Christian sympathies go to Alice Long, and her 
family, in light of the passing of Richard Long, on 
January 8, 2024. Condolences can be sent to Alice at:

50900 Dike Rd Slip G, Scappoose, OR  97056.

Our Christian sympathies go to Josh and Kelly Brown, 
and their family, in light of the passing of Josh’s father, 
Jim Brown, on January 19, 2024. Condolences can be 
sent to Josh and Kelly Brown at:

2068 SW 8th Drive, Gresham, OR  97080.

Thank You for Your Generosity!
We are so grateful to our church family for your 
marked generosity in giving to missions this past 
quarter!  As you know, there were several special 
fundraising drives for various purposes. With your 
help, we raised the following:

Mission J.13 Youth Fundraiser: $1,384 
Assistance Ministry Offering: $1,061

We are also exceedingly grateful to all who gave 
generously through tithes, offerings, and special 
donations during the first quarter of 2024.

By God’s grace and with your help, FBC will 
continue to make a huge impact for the Kingdom of 
God in Downtown Portland and beyond! 

—FBC Diaconate Board & Missions Team
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“Happy Birthday!  Join us during our Monthly 
Fellowship Meals to 
celebrate all who have 
birthdays during the 
month. (April 21,  
May 26, June 16)

Member BirthdaysMission PDX We are everyday people
LOOKING UP to God for meaning in life;
REACHING OUT across cultural boundaries  
                                 with the hope of Jesus;
RAISING UP a generation in the way of Jesus;
LIVING AS FAMILY, different though we may  
                                     be; and
SERVING TOGETHER for the good of others.
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Mother’s Day Tea
May 12, at 12:00 pm
Everyone is invited to join us for a special time to 

celebrate and pray for our moms and all the women 

in our church family! We will enjoy tea , (coffee too, 

of course!), and light refreshments. Don’t miss it!

“Her children rise up and call her blessed…” 

(Proverbs 31:28a, ESV)

Father’s Day Lunch 

June 16, at 12:00 pm
Everyone is invited to join us for a special time to 

have lunch all while celebrating and praying for 

our dads and all the men in our church family!  

Don’t miss it!

“As a father shows compassion to his children, so the 

Lord shows compassion to those who fear him.”  

(Psalm 103:13, ESV)
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“Bless the Lord, my soul, And do not forget any of His 
benefits; Who pardons all your guilt, Who heals all your 
diseases; Who redeems your life from the pit, Who crowns 
you with favor and compassion.” (Psalm 103: 2–4) 

1. HE CARRIED OUR GRIEFS AND SORROWS. 
“Surely, He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows” 
(Isaiah 53:4a NKJV). This whole, profound chapter of 
Isaiah is a discussion about Jesus, the suffering servant. 
This ancient Hebrew scripture is one of the hundreds of 
prophecies that point to Jesus and validate that He is the 
Lord. It foretells aspects of the Messiah, the redeemer of 
the world, to the Jewish people and defines features of 
His mission. He was acquainted with grief and sorrow 
(Isaiah 53:3). He can sympathize with our weakness; 
He was tempted in all points as we, yet He never sinned 
(Hebrews 4:15).    

2. HE PAID THE DEATH SENTENCE FOR 
OUR SINS. When Jesus died on that center cross, 
the thief on one side mocked him, saying, “If You 
are the Christ, save Yourself and us” (Luke 23:39 
NKJV). The other one asked, “Lord, remember me 
when You come into Your kingdom” (Luke 23:42 
NKJV). These were both guilty criminals. But Jesus 
was innocent. He paid the death sentence for our sins, 
transgressions, iniquities, disobedience, wrongdoing, 
and failure. Jesus took it all, and He was crushed for 
our iniquities, pierced through with our transgressions 
– nails were driven through His hands and feet, a 
crown of thorns pierced His head, a spear pierced His 
side (Isaiah 53:5).

3. HE SUFFERED FOR US. “But He was wounded 
for our transgressions, He was bruised for our 
iniquities; The chastisement for our peace was upon 
Him, And by His stripes, we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5 
NKJV). If you study the Roman approach toward 
crucifixion and the issue of whipping, it was brutal. 
Jesus endured unspeakable ill-treatment. I’ve heard 

from people who have had tattoo work done that 
some sessions lasted three or four hours. They said 
there was a certain point when the natural painkiller 
response in the brain was depleted, and there was 
no more protection. Jesus, with all of His nerve 
endings sending pain messages to His brain, all of 
His adrenaline pumping, and probably all of His 
endorphins dissipated, took on an unbearably harsh 
sentence for us. But while enduring all of this, He 
said of those who condemned Him to death, “Father, 
forgive them; for they do not know what they are 
doing” (Luke 23:34). That ought to make you fall in 
love with Jesus right there.  

4. JESUS COVERED IT ALL. Jesus took what sin 
produces – death and everything under it, including 
sickness and disease, griefs and sorrows, and even the 
emotional realm with mood issues – and covered it 
with His substitutionary work on the cross. I’ve held 
to these scriptures through the years of my life. When 
I get symptoms in my body or read reports about 
the flu and sickness season, I speak that in the name 
of Jesus, He bore my sins and carried my diseases, 
my griefs, and my sorrows, and by His stripes, I am 
healed. God has covered it all; you can stand and 
believe for healing for every part of you. 

DAILY CONFESSION:  I bless the Lord, my soul, 
and all that is within me; I bless His holy name. Jesus 
was pierced for my offenses; He was crushed for my 
wrongdoings; The punishment for my well-being was 
laid upon Him. By His wounds, I am healed. I will 
remember all of His benefits. He pardons all my guilt, 
heals all my diseases, and redeems my life from the 
pit. He crowns me with favor and compassion and 
satisfies my years with good things so that my youth is 
renewed like the eagle (Psalm 103: 1–5; Isaiah 53:5).

Keep pressing on!  
—Pastor Sam Raj

Remember What Jesus Did
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Registration is now open for summer camp 2024 at 
Camp Arrah Wanna! To sign up your student, just go 
online today: 
https://camparrahwanna.campbrainregistration.com

FBC is so committed to sending students to camp, 
that we are offering 100% scholarships to any student 
who wants to go. However, families are invited to donate 
up to 50% of the cost of their students to the FBC 

“Youth Fund” to help cover the cost.

Register for Summer Camp Today!
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Continuing this Spring…
Alpha: A Conversation About Faith

What is Alpha?
Alpha is an open and informal conversation about life, 
spirituality, and the person of Jesus without judgement or 
pressure. We want to hear your thoughts and questions as 
we explore these themes together without the pressured 
atmosphere that usually comes with these conversations. 
Alpha is a series of sessions exploring faith, typically run 
over nine weeks. Each talk looks at a different question and 
is designed to create conversation. Everyone is welcome.  

Join us at Drop-In for a hot meal at 2:00 pm and then head 
up to the Social Room (across from the Resource Center) 
for the Alpha course at 3:00 pm.  

Where: First Baptist Church of Portland, Social Room  
 (enter 11th Ave. side of building)
When: An 11-week course, offered from 3:00 – 4:00 pm  
 every Thursday, February 1 – April 25, 2024,  
 after the Drop-In meal. 

Join a Life Group Today!
There are so many ways to get connected with a smaller 
community within First Baptist Church. Our Life Groups 
are always open to new people. So, check out the options 
below and get involved today! Contact the church office 
(office@fbc-portland.org) to learn more about a group you 
are interested in.
Sundays: Cambodian Sunday School Life Group  
 at FBC Cambodian Sunday School Room  
 with Pastor Peter, at 10:00 am. 
Tuesdays: Prayer Life Group 
 Prayer Room, with Pastor Anthony,  
 at 11:00 am.
Wednesdays: “Life Group East”
 Every 1st and 3rd Wednesday, we will offer  
 a Sermon-Based Life Group at Grace Baptist  
 Church, focusing on folks from FBC who  
 live on the East Side, and inviting our friends  
 at the Grace church to join us as well.  
 (200 SE 76th Ave. Portland, OR 97215),
 at 7:00 pm.

Wednesdays: “Life Group West”
 Every 2nd and 4th Wednesday, we will  
 offer the Sermon-Based Life Group at Cedar  
 Hills Baptist Church, focusing on folks from  
 FBC who live on the West Side, and inviting  
 our friends at the Cedar Hills church to join  
 us as well. (2470 SW Roxbury Ave. Portland,  
 OR 97225), at 7:00 pm.
Wednesdays: Cambodian Bible Study Life Group 
 on Zoom with Pastor Peter, at 7:00 pm. 
Wednesdays: Men's Lunch Life Group 
 at Dining Hall, with Pat Forrester, at 12:00 pm.  
 Third Wednesdays only.
Thursdays: DI Volunteer Sermon-Based Life Group  
 at FBC Dining Room, with  Pastor Matt,  
 at 12:00 pm.
Thursdays: Downtown Community Life Group
 at FBC Social Room with Pastor Anthony,  
 at 3:00 pm.

PLEASE NOTE: Life Groups will on break for the summer after June 15. Life Groups resume on September 15.
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Sponsor a Summer Camper or 
Mission J.13 Participant!

We often get the question this time year: How much 
does it cost to send a student on the J.13 high school 
mission trip or to summer camp at Arrah Wanna? 

Well, Our fundraising goal for the Youth Fund 
this year is $3,000, which will help us to ensure FBC 
does our part to fund local and region-wide J.13 youth 
ministry in 2024. Already, at the Annual J.13 Youth 
Fundraiser in March, we raised $1,616! And we can’t 
thank our church family enough for your generosity! 
That leaves us with just $1,900 to raise before the J.13 
rafting trip in June and summer camp happens in July!

We don’t want any student to miss out on these 
awesome opportunities because they can’t afford 
it, which is why First Baptist Church is continuing 
in 2024 to take a step of faith in offering 100% 
scholarships to any of our students who want to 

participate in camps at Arrah Wanna (families are 
invited to contribute as much as they can toward the 
cost of their students, up to 50% of the cost). We are 
able to do this due to the generous support of our 
Youth Fund in the past. 

However, to help us both this year and in the 
future, we are inviting any and all who are able to 
do so, to consider making a special donation to the 
Youth Fund (for the mission trip) or to the Brophy 
Scholarship Fund (for summer camp). Are you able 
to sponsor a student? The cost for attending Summer 
Camp is $300 and the cost per mission trip participant 
was $400, but donations of ANY amount will be 
greatly appreciated! 

For more information, see Pastor Anthony. 

RAISING UP 
a generation in the way of Jesus

“…to equip the saints for the work of ministry,
for building up the body of Christ…”

(Ephesians 4:12)

RAISING UP 
a generation in the way of Jesus
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Do you have a prayer request that you would like shared with 

our email prayer chain? If so, just contact the Church Office at 

503-228-7465 or office@fbc-portland.org, Monday–Thursday, 

or Darcia Hing (darciahing@comcast.net) Friday–Sunday, so 

that we can pray for you!
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Teaching Series for April–June, 2024
• April 7: Part V — “Servants Of Christ” (Jn. 7:53 – 8:11)
• April 14: “Gospel Metamorphosis” (Ro. 12:2)
• April 21: Part I — “Joy-Filled Trials” (Js. 1:1–4)
• April 28: Part II — “Pray Like You Mean It!” (Js. 1:5–11) 

• May 5: Part III — “Father Of Lights” (Js. 1: 12–18)
• May 12: Mother’s Day: Part IV — “Listen, Then Just Do It!” (Js. 1: 19–27)
• May 19: Part V — “The Peril Of Playing Favorites” (Js. 2: 1–13)
• May 26: Cross-Cultural Memorial Sunday & Pentecost Celebration: Part VI — “Faith That Works” (Js. 2: 14–26) 

• June 2: Part VII — “Mightier Than The Sword” (Js. 3: 1–12)
• June 9: Graduate Celebration: Part VIII — “Wise Up!” (Js. 3: 13–4:4)
• June 16: Father’s Day: Part IX — “Humble Yourself In the Sight of the Lord” (Js. 4:5–10)
• June 23: Part X — “Lord-Willin’ and the Creek Don’t Rise” (Js. 4:11–17)
• June 30: Freedom Celebration: Part XI — “The Folly of the Fat Cats” (Js. 5:1–6)

Praise and Worship: Both, or Either?
Believe it or not, there is a distinct difference 
between Praise and Worship. Here are a few of my
thoughts, not original ones, but ideas and scriptures 
I’ve learned along the way which help me
understand and work out the differences in my own 
relationship with the Lord. Maybe they will help
you as well.
1. The Bible commands us to “Praise the Lord” 

(read through Psalms and underline all the 
scriptures referencing “praising God”).

2. Praise is simply a retelling of all the wonderful 
attributes of God. It is most often done through 
music, with a joyful demeanor and in full 
gratitude. (Psalm 9:11; Isaiah 12:5; Psalm 150: 
4–6; Psalm 108:2–5)

3. God is worthy of our praise. If we believers 
weren’t praising God, the rocks would cry out. 
(Luke 19:40)

4. Praise is part of our overall “worship”, however, 
“worship” itself is different. Worship comes from 
the heart of a believer, and is often difficult 

to do because it requires elements of honesty, 
confession, and humility before God. Worship 
is often manifest through certain songs of 
testimony: Songs acknowledging the greatness of 
God, and the neediness of man.

5. Worship is expected (John 4:23). It’s a lifestyle, 
not just a form of praise during a typical Sunday 
morning worship experience.

6. Worship is often demonstrated through a 
posture, such as the act of kneeling or bowing. 
(Psalm 95:6)

7. Finally, worship is vital to us, because through 
worship the Holy Spirit is invited to speak to 
us, convict us, and comfort us. (John 14: 15–21; 
John 14:26–27; John 15:12–15). 

I challenge myself and you to learn more about 
praise and worship, and incorporate more of both in 
our daily lives.

— Pastor Trudi Bils
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“The Path” Readings for April, May and June 
(Choose 1, 2, or 4 Each Day)

4/1:  Ex. 12, Lk. 15, Jb. 30, 1 Co. 16
4/2:  Ex. 13, Lk. 16, Jb. 31, 2 Co. 1
4/3:  Ex. 14, Lk. 17, Jb. 32, 2 Co. 2
4/4:  Ex. 15, Lk. 18, Jb. 33, 2 Co. 3
4/5:  Ex. 16, Lk. 19, Jb. 34, 2 Co. 4
4/6:  Ex. 17, Lk. 20, Jb. 35, 2 Co. 5
4/7:  Ex. 18, Lk. 21, Jb. 36, 2 Co. 6
4/8:  Ex. 19, Lk. 22, Jb. 37, 2 Co. 7
4/9:  Ex. 20, Lk. 23, Jb. 38, 2 Co. 8
4/10:  Ex. 21, Lk. 24, Jb. 39, 2 Co. 9
4/11:  Ex. 22, Jn. 1, Jb. 40, 2 Co. 10
4/12:  Ex. 23, Jn. 2, Jb. 41, 2 Co. 11
4/13:  Ex. 24, Jn. 3, Jb. 42, 2 Co. 12
4/14:  Ex. 25, Jn. 4, Pr. 1, 2 Co. 13
4/15:  Ex. 26, Jn. 5, Pr. 2, Ga. 1
4/16:  Ex. 27, Jn. 6, Pr. 3, Ga.2
4/17:  Ex. 28, Jn. 7, Pr. 4, Ga. 3
4/18:  Ex. 29, Jn. 8, Pr. 5, Ga. 4
4/19:  Ex. 30, Jn. 9, Pr. 6, Ga. 5
4/20:  Ex. 31, Jn. 10, Pr. 7, Ga. 6
4/21:  Ex. 32, Jn. 11, Pr. 8, Ep. 1
4/22:  Ex. 33, Jn. 12, Pr. 9, Ep. 2
4/23:  Ex. 34, Jn. 13, Pr. 10, Ep. 3
4/24:  Ex. 35, Jn. 14, Pr. 11, Ep. 4
4/25:  Ex. 36, Jn. 15, Pr. 12, Ep. 5
4/26:  Ex. 37, Jn. 16, Pr. 13, Ep. 6
4/27:  Ex. 38, Jn. 17, Pr. 14, Ph. 1
4/28:  Ex. 39, Jn. 18, Pr. 15, Ph. 2
4/29:  Ex. 40, Jn. 19, Pr. 16, Ph. 3
4/30:  Lv. 1, Jn. 20, Pr. 17, Ph. 4

5/1:  Lv. 2, Lv. 3, Jn. 21, Pr. 18, Cl. 1
5/2:  Lv. 4, Ps. 1, Ps. 2, Pr. 19, Cl. 2
5/3:  Lv. 5, Ps. 3, Ps. 4, Pr. 20, Cl. 3
5/4:  Lv. 6, Ps. 5, Ps. 6, Pr. 21, Cl. 4

5/5:  Lv. 7, Ps. 7, Ps. 8, Pr. 22, 1 Th. 1
5/6:  Lv. 8, Ps. 9, Pr. 23, 1 Th. 2
5/7:  Lv. 9, Ps. 10, Pr. 24, 1 Th. 3
5/8:  Lv. 10, Ps. 11, Ps. 12, Pr. 25, 1 Th. 4
5/9:  Lv. 11, Lv. 12, Ps. 13, Ps. 14, Pr. 26, 1 Th. 5
5/10:  Lv. 13, Ps. 15, Ps. 16, Pr. 27, 2 Th. 1
5/11:  Lv. 14, Ps. 17, Pr. 28, 2 Th. 2
5/12:  Lv. 15, Ps. 18, Pr. 29, 2 Th. 3
5/13:   Lv. 16, Ps. 19, Pr. 30, 1 Tm. 1
5/14:  Lv. 17, Ps. 20, Ps. 21, Pr. 31, 1 Tm. 2
5/15:  Lv. 18, Ps. 22, Ec. 1, 1 Tm. 3
5/16:  Lv. 19, Ps. 23, Ps. 24, Ec. 2, 1 Tm. 4
5/17:  Lv. 20, Ps. 25, Ec. 3, 1 Tm. 5
5/18:  Lv. 21, Ps. 26, Ps. 27, Ec. 4, 1 Tm. 6
5/19:  Lv. 22, Ps. 28, Ps. 29, Ec. 5, 2 Tm. 1
5/20:  Lv. 23, Ps. 30, Ec. 6, 2 Tm. 2
5/21:  Lv. 24, Ps. 31, Ec. 7, 2 Tm. 3
5/22:  Lv. 25, Ps. 32, Ec. 8, 2 Tm. 4
5/23:  Lv. 26, Ps. 33, Ec. 9, Ti. 1
5/24:  Lv. 27, Ps. 34, Ec. 10, Ti. 2
5/25:  Nu. 1, Ps. 35, Ec. 11, Ti. 3
5/26:  Nu. 2, Ps. 36, Ec. 12, Ph. 1
5/27:  Nu. 3, Ps. 37, So. 1, He. 1
5/28:  Nu. 4, Ps. 38, So. 2, He. 2
5/29:  Nu. 5, Ps. 39, So. 3, He. 3
5/30:  Nu. 6, Ps. 40, Ps. 41, So. 4, He. 4
5/31:  Nu. 7, Ps. 42, Ps. 43, So. 5, He. 5

6/1: Nu. 8, Ps. 44, So. 6, He. 6
6/2: Nu. 9, Ps. 45, So. 7, He 7
6/3: Nu. 10, Ps. 46, Ps. 47, So. 8, He 8
6/4: Nu. 11, Ps. 48, Is. 1, He. 9
6/5: Nu. 12, Nu. 13, Ps. 49, Is. 2, He. 10
6/6: Nu. 14, Ps. 50, Is. 3, Is. 4, He. 11
6/7: Nu. 15, Ps. 51, Is. 5, He. 12

6/8: Nu. 16, Ps. 52, Ps. 53, Ps. 54,  
       Is. 6, He. 13
6/9: Nu. 17, Nu. 18, Ps. 55, Is. 7, Js. 1
6/10: Nu. 19, Ps. 56, Ps. 57, Is. 8, Js. 2
6/11: Nu. 20, Ps. 58, Ps. 59, Is. 9, Js. 3
6/12: Nu. 21, Ps. 60, Ps. 61, Is. 10, Js. 4
6/13: Nu. 22, Ps. 62, Ps. 63, Is. 11,  
         Is 12, Js. 5
6/14: Nu. 23, Ps. 64, Ps. 65, Is. 13,  
         1 Pt. 1
6/15: Nu. 24, Ps. 66, Ps. 67, Is. 14,  
         1 Pt. 2
6/16: Nu. 25, Ps. 68, Is. 15, 1 Pt. 3
6/17: Nu. 26, Ps. 69, Is. 16, 1 Pt. 4
6/18: Nu. 27, Ps. 70, Ps. 71, Is. 17,  
         Is. 18, 1 Pt. 5
6/19: Nu. 28, Ps. 72, Is. 19, Is. 20,  
         2 Pt. 1
6/20: Nu. 29, Ps. 73, Is. 21, 2 Pt. 2
6/21: Nu. 30, Ps. 74, Is. 22, 2 Pt. 3
6/22: Nu. 31, Ps. 75, Ps. 76, Is. 23,  
         1 Jn. 1
6/23: Nu. 32, Ps. 77, Is. 24, 1 Jn. 2
6/24: Nu. 33, Ps. 78:1-39, Is. 25, 1 Jn. 3
6/25: Nu. 34, Ps. 78:40-72, Is. 26,  
         1 Jn. 4
6/26: Nu. 35, Ps. 79, Is. 27, 1 Jn. 5
6/27: Nu. 36, Ps. 80, Is. 28, 2 Jn. 1
6/28: Dt. 1, Ps. 81, Ps. 82, Is. 29,  
          3 Jn. 1
6/29: Dt. 2, Ps. 83, Ps. 84, Is. 30, Jd. 1
6/30: Dt. 3, Ps. 85, Is. 31, Rv. 1

Page 14
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Thinking about God during the recent season of Lent 
has been of great help to me as I have gone through 
times of trial.  The Gethsemane passages in scripture 
have been particularly significant to me, where we 
witness Jesus suffering for us. This account makes me 
spiritually solid. I have committed my way to the Lord 
and desire to meet God face to face. Though it has been 
a difficult journey for me, good things have come about 
in my life from my bout with cancer.  The purpose of our 
suffering is to identify with Jesus. As we suffer, we also 
can experience God’s comfort.

Jesus’ purpose at the cross was to destroy the power 
of death. As I struggle with cancer, I have come to realize 
how much God values me. I believe he sent Jesus to die 
for me.  Faith is the pathway to pleasing God the Father. 
A willingness to listen to God in silence has stretched my 
faith.  I have come to love God without doubt. When 
God tests your faith, I ask you:  Do you love him, no 
matter the circumstances? I have come to know God is 
with me. I don’t need God to perform—to do what I 
want. God has been faithful because he has answered my 
prayers to be with me in the midst of this terrible cancer. 
I love you, God.

— Richard McGuirk

Finding Hope In the Garden of Gethsemane

Extra helpers at Drop-In. Thank you, youth!

Service CD’s are available
CDs are available of FBC church services 
in the FBC library to check-out! 
If you would like a copy sent to your 
home, please contact Jason Chastain at 

jchastain@fbc-portland.org  or 503-228-7465 to request 
a copy! We have CD players available, too. If you need 
delivery to your home, please let us know.

“And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, ‘My Father, if it be possible, let 
this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.’” (Matthew 26:39, ESV)
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Come and celebrate with our graduates and their 
families!  During the service, we will recognize 
the graduates in our church and afterwards have a 
special ice cream social in their honor!

We wish to honor ALL graduates in our 
community, regardless of whether or not they are 
a part of FBC.  So, feel free to invite that graduate 
in your life to be honored at church on June 11!

Graduate Celebration: June 9, at 10:30 am

Graduating from College
Brianne Nem  |  Faith Prom  |  Claire Shearer 

Graduating from High School
Jessica Jenkins  |  Hanna Raj  |  Jesse West

Graduating from Middle School
Logan Moore  |  Judah Raj

Graduating from Elementary School
Angelina Beatty  |  Brayden Kong

CONGRATULATIONS!  

*If you believe a student is missing from this list, please contact the Church Office right away  
so we can be sure to recognize their accomplishment!

A special day set aside to honor those who have 

passed away over this last year

We are inviting you to bring a photograph or 

memento of your departed friend or love one for 

the memorial table in our Dining Hall.  

During the worship service, we will read 

the names of those remembered, and observe 

a moment of silence in their honor.  Join us 

afterward for a special, free luncheon together!

To share the name of a loved one you would 

like to have remembered, please just call the 

church office, email  

office@fbc-portland.org, or use one of the cards 

that will be provided at church.  You can even 

invite a friend or neighbor who might be blessed 

by an opportunity to remember their loved one!)

Join First Baptist Church of Portland for
Memorial Sunday, May 26, at 10:30 am

Easter Sunday at FBC
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When we were born again in Jesus Christ, we enjoyed and 
experienced a living hope through his resurrection. Nothing is 
worth more than knowing God’s love and presence in our lives. 

Last quarter, our Cambodian ministry had great 
fellowship each time at the monthly potlucks. We had new 
members of our community join us. Recently, in Sunday 
service, we saw the highest attendance for the last three 
years. We also continued to have good attendance at our 
Zoom Bible studies Sunday school. People enjoyed bringing 
snacks and food to the Sunday school breakfasts before 
class started. We thank our God for enriching our spiritual 
growth. There was a big crowd of our church members who 
joined the Easter breakfast. We loved to see everyone there 
for this kind of Easter breakfast fellowship before the Easter 
worship. I want to thank CCM’s team and Cambodian 
members who were involved and sponsored this Easter 
breakfast. Also, I am thankful for your Easter offerings that 
enable the Cambodian Children Ministry to meet the needs 
of the ministry goals. Cambodian members and I also 
joyfully joined the Easter celebration of Khmer Christian 
Pacific North (KCPN) in Tacoma, WA.

For the Cambodian Children Ministry (CCM), we 
entered 2024 with new staff management. Seven staff 
members work in unity at the Center with many job 
responsibilities. There is a staff meeting every other Sunday. 

Besides children’s Bible study and regular worship service 
each Sunday, we restarted English and Khmer classes 
from Monday to Friday and women’s group Bible studies. 
For this first quarter of the year, we have been fixing and 
remodeling our buildings at the Center. In southeast 
Asia, there are two seasons: monsoon and summer. Our 
ministry is in a poor community, which makes it hard for 
them to have suitable transportation. It is hard to walk in 
the rain or on hot sunny days. We pray for their effort to 
take advantage of the benefits of the Center’s offerings. For 
the BottleDrop account, some of us are working hard to 
collect empty bottles and cans. We raised $500 for this first 
Quarter. Thank You So Much! Again, I want to thank you 
as individuals and partners in the ministry who continued 
to pray and financially support this life-changing ministry. 
If the Lord is willing for you to join our mission trip in the 

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new 
birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. (1 Peter 1:3)

fall, please go online to ccmnews.org and complete a trip 
registration ASAP. May our living Lord continue to bless 
you as you enjoy serving Him faithfully and richly!

— Pastor Peter Im

To learn more about Cambodian Children’s Ministry, go to ccmnews.org
Page 10 Page 11
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្រពះបន្ទ'ល្របចំាែខគឺ េព្រតុស ទី១ ១ ៈ៣ សូមសរេសើរដល់្រពះដ៏
ជា្រពះវរបិតាៃន្រពះេយសូ៊វ្រគីស្ទ ជា្រពះអមាHIស់ៃនេយើងរាល់គាMI 
ែដល្រទង់បានបេង្កើតេយើងេឡើងជាថ្ម ីតាមេសចក្ដីេមតាVIករុណាដ៏ធំ
របស់្រទង់ េដើមIYីឲI[េយើងរាល់គាMIបានេសចក្ដីសងI\ឹមដ៏រស់ េដាយ
សារ្រពះេយសូ៊វ្រគីស្ទ ្រទង់រស់ពីស̀ាIប់េឡើងវaញ។ 
ខ្ញeំសូមអរគុណដល់ពួកជំនំុែដលបានចូលរួមដងាjIយ និងការគំា្រទ 
ដល់កម្មវaធីអាហារ្រពឹកេនៅេពលបុណI[្រពះមាន្រពះជន្មរស់េឡើង  
វaញ េហើយក៏បានេទៅចូលរួមកម្មវaធីេនះជាមួយពួកជំនំុភាគពាយ័ពI[ 
ផងែដរ។ ខ្ញeំក៏សូមអរគុណដល់ពួកជំនំុេយើងែដលមានេសចក្ត ី
សបIYeរសេដាយបានេធ្វើនំចំណីមកចូលរួមថាMIក់សាលាេរៀនៃថ្ង
អាទិតI[របស់េយើងរាល់្រពឹកៃថ្ងអាទិតI[។ 	
មណ{លកូនេក្មងរបស់េយើងក្នeងឆាMIំថ្មី២០២៤េនះ េ្រកៅពីការ
ថាjIយបង្គំ្រពះ េរៀន្រពះគម្ពីរ និងទទួលទានអាហាររាល់ៃថ្ងអាទិតI[ 
េនាះ េយើងមានេបើកែថមថាMIក់ភាសាអង់េគ្លស ថាMIក់ែខ្មរ ពីៃថ្ងច័ន្ទ
ដល់ៃថ្ងសុ្រក េហើយនឹងការ្របកបគាMIរបស់្រកុម‡ស្តី។ បុគ្គលិកថ្មីៗ
របស់េយើងទំាងអស់មាន៧នាក់ែដលបានចាត់ែចងការងារ្រទង់ទូរ
េទៅេនៅក្នeងមណ{លេនាះ ជាមួយគាMIេយើងក៏មាន្របជំុតាម្របព័ន្ធ 
Zoom	ក្នeងជួរអ្នកដឹកនំាទំាងអស់ជាមួយនឹង្រគ‹សារខ្ញeំ ក្នeងមួយែខ
មានពីរដង។ េយើងទទួលបាន្របាក់ចំនួន៥០០ដុល̀ាIក្នeង្រតីមាស
ទី១ េនះតាមរយះសំបកដបកំបុ៉ងែដលពួកជំនំុេយើងបានជួយ
សនIŽំចូលរួមេនាះ ខ្ញeំសូមអរគុណយាêIងៃ្រកែលង។ សូមពួកជំនំុ
េយើងទាក់ទងនឹងខ្ញeំ ្របសិនេបើចង់អេ‘្ជើញេទៅចូលរួមដំេណើរ
េបសកកម្មេនៅ្រសុកែខ្មរេនៅែខ១១ឆាMIំ២០២៤េនះ។ សូម្រពះ
្របទានពរដ៏ៃថ្ល ឧត្តមដល់ពួកជំនំុេយើងែដលបានអធិសា”Iន និងការ
ចូលរួមដងាjIយសំរាប់ការងារ្រទង់េនៅ្រពះវaហារេយើង ក៏ដូចជាេនៅ
មណ{លកូនេក្មងផងែដរ។ សូមអរគុណ! 
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When we were born again in Jesus Christ, we enjoyed and 
experienced a living hope through his resurrection. Nothing is 
worth more than knowing God’s love and presence in our lives. 

Last quarter, our Cambodian ministry had great 
fellowship each time at the monthly potlucks. We had new 
members of our community join us. Recently, in Sunday 
service, we saw the highest attendance for the last three 
years. We also continued to have good attendance at our 
Zoom Bible studies Sunday school. People enjoyed bringing 
snacks and food to the Sunday school breakfasts before 
class started. We thank our God for enriching our spiritual 
growth. There was a big crowd of our church members who 
joined the Easter breakfast. We loved to see everyone there 
for this kind of Easter breakfast fellowship before the Easter 
worship. I want to thank CCM’s team and Cambodian 
members who were involved and sponsored this Easter 
breakfast. Also, I am thankful for your Easter offerings that 
enable the Cambodian Children Ministry to meet the needs 
of the ministry goals. Cambodian members and I also 
joyfully joined the Easter celebration of Khmer Christian 
Pacific North (KCPN) in Tacoma, WA.

For the Cambodian Children Ministry (CCM), we 
entered 2024 with new staff management. Seven staff 
members work in unity at the Center with many job 
responsibilities. There is a staff meeting every other Sunday. 

Besides children’s Bible study and regular worship service 
each Sunday, we restarted English and Khmer classes 
from Monday to Friday and women’s group Bible studies. 
For this first quarter of the year, we have been fixing and 
remodeling our buildings at the Center. In southeast 
Asia, there are two seasons: monsoon and summer. Our 
ministry is in a poor community, which makes it hard for 
them to have suitable transportation. It is hard to walk in 
the rain or on hot sunny days. We pray for their effort to 
take advantage of the benefits of the Center’s offerings. For 
the BottleDrop account, some of us are working hard to 
collect empty bottles and cans. We raised $500 for this first 
Quarter. Thank You So Much! Again, I want to thank you 
as individuals and partners in the ministry who continued 
to pray and financially support this life-changing ministry. 
If the Lord is willing for you to join our mission trip in the 

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new 
birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. (1 Peter 1:3)

fall, please go online to ccmnews.org and complete a trip 
registration ASAP. May our living Lord continue to bless 
you as you enjoy serving Him faithfully and richly!

— Pastor Peter Im

To learn more about Cambodian Children’s Ministry, go to ccmnews.org
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ថាjIយបង្គំ្រពះ េរៀន្រពះគម្ពីរ និងទទួលទានអាហាររាល់ៃថ្ងអាទិតI[ 
េនាះ េយើងមានេបើកែថមថាMIក់ភាសាអង់េគ្លស ថាMIក់ែខ្មរ ពីៃថ្ងច័ន្ទ
ដល់ៃថ្ងសុ្រក េហើយនឹងការ្របកបគាMIរបស់្រកុម‡ស្តី។ បុគ្គលិកថ្មីៗ
របស់េយើងទំាងអស់មាន៧នាក់ែដលបានចាត់ែចងការងារ្រទង់ទូរ
េទៅេនៅក្នeងមណ{លេនាះ ជាមួយគាMIេយើងក៏មាន្របជំុតាម្របព័ន្ធ 
Zoom	ក្នeងជួរអ្នកដឹកនំាទំាងអស់ជាមួយនឹង្រគ‹សារខ្ញeំ ក្នeងមួយែខ
មានពីរដង។ េយើងទទួលបាន្របាក់ចំនួន៥០០ដុល̀ាIក្នeង្រតីមាស
ទី១ េនះតាមរយះសំបកដបកំបុ៉ងែដលពួកជំនំុេយើងបានជួយ
សនIŽំចូលរួមេនាះ ខ្ញeំសូមអរគុណយាêIងៃ្រកែលង។ សូមពួកជំនំុ
េយើងទាក់ទងនឹងខ្ញeំ ្របសិនេបើចង់អេ‘្ជើញេទៅចូលរួមដំេណើរ
េបសកកម្មេនៅ្រសុកែខ្មរេនៅែខ១១ឆាMIំ២០២៤េនះ។ សូម្រពះ
្របទានពរដ៏ៃថ្ល ឧត្តមដល់ពួកជំនំុេយើងែដលបានអធិសា”Iន និងការ
ចូលរួមដងាjIយសំរាប់ការងារ្រទង់េនៅ្រពះវaហារេយើង ក៏ដូចជាេនៅ
មណ{លកូនេក្មងផងែដរ។ សូមអរគុណ! 
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Come and celebrate with our graduates and their 
families!  During the service, we will recognize 
the graduates in our church and afterwards have a 
special ice cream social in their honor!

We wish to honor ALL graduates in our 
community, regardless of whether or not they are 
a part of FBC.  So, feel free to invite that graduate 
in your life to be honored at church on June 11!

Graduate Celebration: June 9, at 10:30 am

Graduating from College
Brianne Nem  |  Faith Prom  |  Claire Shearer 

Graduating from High School
Jessica Jenkins  |  Hanna Raj  |  Jesse West

Graduating from Middle School
Logan Moore  |  Judah Raj

Graduating from Elementary School
Angelina Beatty  |  Brayden Kong

CONGRATULATIONS!  

*If you believe a student is missing from this list, please contact the Church Office right away  
so we can be sure to recognize their accomplishment!

A special day set aside to honor those who have 

passed away over this last year

We are inviting you to bring a photograph or 

memento of your departed friend or love one for 

the memorial table in our Dining Hall.  

During the worship service, we will read 

the names of those remembered, and observe 

a moment of silence in their honor.  Join us 

afterward for a special, free luncheon together!

To share the name of a loved one you would 

like to have remembered, please just call the 

church office, email  

office@fbc-portland.org, or use one of the cards 

that will be provided at church.  You can even 

invite a friend or neighbor who might be blessed 

by an opportunity to remember their loved one!)

Join First Baptist Church of Portland for
Memorial Sunday, May 26, at 10:30 am

Easter Sunday at FBC
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Thinking about God during the recent season of Lent 
has been of great help to me as I have gone through 
times of trial.  The Gethsemane passages in scripture 
have been particularly significant to me, where we 
witness Jesus suffering for us. This account makes me 
spiritually solid. I have committed my way to the Lord 
and desire to meet God face to face. Though it has been 
a difficult journey for me, good things have come about 
in my life from my bout with cancer.  The purpose of our 
suffering is to identify with Jesus. As we suffer, we also 
can experience God’s comfort.

Jesus’ purpose at the cross was to destroy the power 
of death. As I struggle with cancer, I have come to realize 
how much God values me. I believe he sent Jesus to die 
for me.  Faith is the pathway to pleasing God the Father. 
A willingness to listen to God in silence has stretched my 
faith.  I have come to love God without doubt. When 
God tests your faith, I ask you:  Do you love him, no 
matter the circumstances? I have come to know God is 
with me. I don’t need God to perform—to do what I 
want. God has been faithful because he has answered my 
prayers to be with me in the midst of this terrible cancer. 
I love you, God.

— Richard McGuirk

Finding Hope In the Garden of Gethsemane

Extra helpers at Drop-In. Thank you, youth!

Service CD’s are available
CDs are available of FBC church services 
in the FBC library to check-out! 
If you would like a copy sent to your 
home, please contact Jason Chastain at 

jchastain@fbc-portland.org  or 503-228-7465 to request 
a copy! We have CD players available, too. If you need 
delivery to your home, please let us know.

“And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, ‘My Father, if it be possible, let 
this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.’” (Matthew 26:39, ESV)
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“The Path” Readings for April, May and June 
(Choose 1, 2, or 4 Each Day)

4/1:  Ex. 12, Lk. 15, Jb. 30, 1 Co. 16
4/2:  Ex. 13, Lk. 16, Jb. 31, 2 Co. 1
4/3:  Ex. 14, Lk. 17, Jb. 32, 2 Co. 2
4/4:  Ex. 15, Lk. 18, Jb. 33, 2 Co. 3
4/5:  Ex. 16, Lk. 19, Jb. 34, 2 Co. 4
4/6:  Ex. 17, Lk. 20, Jb. 35, 2 Co. 5
4/7:  Ex. 18, Lk. 21, Jb. 36, 2 Co. 6
4/8:  Ex. 19, Lk. 22, Jb. 37, 2 Co. 7
4/9:  Ex. 20, Lk. 23, Jb. 38, 2 Co. 8
4/10:  Ex. 21, Lk. 24, Jb. 39, 2 Co. 9
4/11:  Ex. 22, Jn. 1, Jb. 40, 2 Co. 10
4/12:  Ex. 23, Jn. 2, Jb. 41, 2 Co. 11
4/13:  Ex. 24, Jn. 3, Jb. 42, 2 Co. 12
4/14:  Ex. 25, Jn. 4, Pr. 1, 2 Co. 13
4/15:  Ex. 26, Jn. 5, Pr. 2, Ga. 1
4/16:  Ex. 27, Jn. 6, Pr. 3, Ga.2
4/17:  Ex. 28, Jn. 7, Pr. 4, Ga. 3
4/18:  Ex. 29, Jn. 8, Pr. 5, Ga. 4
4/19:  Ex. 30, Jn. 9, Pr. 6, Ga. 5
4/20:  Ex. 31, Jn. 10, Pr. 7, Ga. 6
4/21:  Ex. 32, Jn. 11, Pr. 8, Ep. 1
4/22:  Ex. 33, Jn. 12, Pr. 9, Ep. 2
4/23:  Ex. 34, Jn. 13, Pr. 10, Ep. 3
4/24:  Ex. 35, Jn. 14, Pr. 11, Ep. 4
4/25:  Ex. 36, Jn. 15, Pr. 12, Ep. 5
4/26:  Ex. 37, Jn. 16, Pr. 13, Ep. 6
4/27:  Ex. 38, Jn. 17, Pr. 14, Ph. 1
4/28:  Ex. 39, Jn. 18, Pr. 15, Ph. 2
4/29:  Ex. 40, Jn. 19, Pr. 16, Ph. 3
4/30:  Lv. 1, Jn. 20, Pr. 17, Ph. 4

5/1:  Lv. 2, Lv. 3, Jn. 21, Pr. 18, Cl. 1
5/2:  Lv. 4, Ps. 1, Ps. 2, Pr. 19, Cl. 2
5/3:  Lv. 5, Ps. 3, Ps. 4, Pr. 20, Cl. 3
5/4:  Lv. 6, Ps. 5, Ps. 6, Pr. 21, Cl. 4

5/5:  Lv. 7, Ps. 7, Ps. 8, Pr. 22, 1 Th. 1
5/6:  Lv. 8, Ps. 9, Pr. 23, 1 Th. 2
5/7:  Lv. 9, Ps. 10, Pr. 24, 1 Th. 3
5/8:  Lv. 10, Ps. 11, Ps. 12, Pr. 25, 1 Th. 4
5/9:  Lv. 11, Lv. 12, Ps. 13, Ps. 14, Pr. 26, 1 Th. 5
5/10:  Lv. 13, Ps. 15, Ps. 16, Pr. 27, 2 Th. 1
5/11:  Lv. 14, Ps. 17, Pr. 28, 2 Th. 2
5/12:  Lv. 15, Ps. 18, Pr. 29, 2 Th. 3
5/13:   Lv. 16, Ps. 19, Pr. 30, 1 Tm. 1
5/14:  Lv. 17, Ps. 20, Ps. 21, Pr. 31, 1 Tm. 2
5/15:  Lv. 18, Ps. 22, Ec. 1, 1 Tm. 3
5/16:  Lv. 19, Ps. 23, Ps. 24, Ec. 2, 1 Tm. 4
5/17:  Lv. 20, Ps. 25, Ec. 3, 1 Tm. 5
5/18:  Lv. 21, Ps. 26, Ps. 27, Ec. 4, 1 Tm. 6
5/19:  Lv. 22, Ps. 28, Ps. 29, Ec. 5, 2 Tm. 1
5/20:  Lv. 23, Ps. 30, Ec. 6, 2 Tm. 2
5/21:  Lv. 24, Ps. 31, Ec. 7, 2 Tm. 3
5/22:  Lv. 25, Ps. 32, Ec. 8, 2 Tm. 4
5/23:  Lv. 26, Ps. 33, Ec. 9, Ti. 1
5/24:  Lv. 27, Ps. 34, Ec. 10, Ti. 2
5/25:  Nu. 1, Ps. 35, Ec. 11, Ti. 3
5/26:  Nu. 2, Ps. 36, Ec. 12, Ph. 1
5/27:  Nu. 3, Ps. 37, So. 1, He. 1
5/28:  Nu. 4, Ps. 38, So. 2, He. 2
5/29:  Nu. 5, Ps. 39, So. 3, He. 3
5/30:  Nu. 6, Ps. 40, Ps. 41, So. 4, He. 4
5/31:  Nu. 7, Ps. 42, Ps. 43, So. 5, He. 5

6/1: Nu. 8, Ps. 44, So. 6, He. 6
6/2: Nu. 9, Ps. 45, So. 7, He 7
6/3: Nu. 10, Ps. 46, Ps. 47, So. 8, He 8
6/4: Nu. 11, Ps. 48, Is. 1, He. 9
6/5: Nu. 12, Nu. 13, Ps. 49, Is. 2, He. 10
6/6: Nu. 14, Ps. 50, Is. 3, Is. 4, He. 11
6/7: Nu. 15, Ps. 51, Is. 5, He. 12

6/8: Nu. 16, Ps. 52, Ps. 53, Ps. 54,  
       Is. 6, He. 13
6/9: Nu. 17, Nu. 18, Ps. 55, Is. 7, Js. 1
6/10: Nu. 19, Ps. 56, Ps. 57, Is. 8, Js. 2
6/11: Nu. 20, Ps. 58, Ps. 59, Is. 9, Js. 3
6/12: Nu. 21, Ps. 60, Ps. 61, Is. 10, Js. 4
6/13: Nu. 22, Ps. 62, Ps. 63, Is. 11,  
         Is 12, Js. 5
6/14: Nu. 23, Ps. 64, Ps. 65, Is. 13,  
         1 Pt. 1
6/15: Nu. 24, Ps. 66, Ps. 67, Is. 14,  
         1 Pt. 2
6/16: Nu. 25, Ps. 68, Is. 15, 1 Pt. 3
6/17: Nu. 26, Ps. 69, Is. 16, 1 Pt. 4
6/18: Nu. 27, Ps. 70, Ps. 71, Is. 17,  
         Is. 18, 1 Pt. 5
6/19: Nu. 28, Ps. 72, Is. 19, Is. 20,  
         2 Pt. 1
6/20: Nu. 29, Ps. 73, Is. 21, 2 Pt. 2
6/21: Nu. 30, Ps. 74, Is. 22, 2 Pt. 3
6/22: Nu. 31, Ps. 75, Ps. 76, Is. 23,  
         1 Jn. 1
6/23: Nu. 32, Ps. 77, Is. 24, 1 Jn. 2
6/24: Nu. 33, Ps. 78:1-39, Is. 25, 1 Jn. 3
6/25: Nu. 34, Ps. 78:40-72, Is. 26,  
         1 Jn. 4
6/26: Nu. 35, Ps. 79, Is. 27, 1 Jn. 5
6/27: Nu. 36, Ps. 80, Is. 28, 2 Jn. 1
6/28: Dt. 1, Ps. 81, Ps. 82, Is. 29,  
          3 Jn. 1
6/29: Dt. 2, Ps. 83, Ps. 84, Is. 30, Jd. 1
6/30: Dt. 3, Ps. 85, Is. 31, Rv. 1

Page 14
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Teaching Series for April–June, 2024
• April 7: Part V — “Servants Of Christ” (Jn. 7:53 – 8:11)
• April 14: “Gospel Metamorphosis” (Ro. 12:2)
• April 21: Part I — “Joy-Filled Trials” (Js. 1:1–4)
• April 28: Part II — “Pray Like You Mean It!” (Js. 1:5–11) 

• May 5: Part III — “Father Of Lights” (Js. 1: 12–18)
• May 12: Mother’s Day: Part IV — “Listen, Then Just Do It!” (Js. 1: 19–27)
• May 19: Part V — “The Peril Of Playing Favorites” (Js. 2: 1–13)
• May 26: Cross-Cultural Memorial Sunday & Pentecost Celebration: Part VI — “Faith That Works” (Js. 2: 14–26) 

• June 2: Part VII — “Mightier Than The Sword” (Js. 3: 1–12)
• June 9: Graduate Celebration: Part VIII — “Wise Up!” (Js. 3: 13–4:4)
• June 16: Father’s Day: Part IX — “Humble Yourself In the Sight of the Lord” (Js. 4:5–10)
• June 23: Part X — “Lord-Willin’ and the Creek Don’t Rise” (Js. 4:11–17)
• June 30: Freedom Celebration: Part XI — “The Folly of the Fat Cats” (Js. 5:1–6)

Praise and Worship: Both, or Either?
Believe it or not, there is a distinct difference 
between Praise and Worship. Here are a few of my
thoughts, not original ones, but ideas and scriptures 
I’ve learned along the way which help me
understand and work out the differences in my own 
relationship with the Lord. Maybe they will help
you as well.
1. The Bible commands us to “Praise the Lord” 

(read through Psalms and underline all the 
scriptures referencing “praising God”).

2. Praise is simply a retelling of all the wonderful 
attributes of God. It is most often done through 
music, with a joyful demeanor and in full 
gratitude. (Psalm 9:11; Isaiah 12:5; Psalm 150: 
4–6; Psalm 108:2–5)

3. God is worthy of our praise. If we believers 
weren’t praising God, the rocks would cry out. 
(Luke 19:40)

4. Praise is part of our overall “worship”, however, 
“worship” itself is different. Worship comes from 
the heart of a believer, and is often difficult 

to do because it requires elements of honesty, 
confession, and humility before God. Worship 
is often manifest through certain songs of 
testimony: Songs acknowledging the greatness of 
God, and the neediness of man.

5. Worship is expected (John 4:23). It’s a lifestyle, 
not just a form of praise during a typical Sunday 
morning worship experience.

6. Worship is often demonstrated through a 
posture, such as the act of kneeling or bowing. 
(Psalm 95:6)

7. Finally, worship is vital to us, because through 
worship the Holy Spirit is invited to speak to 
us, convict us, and comfort us. (John 14: 15–21; 
John 14:26–27; John 15:12–15). 

I challenge myself and you to learn more about 
praise and worship, and incorporate more of both in 
our daily lives.

— Pastor Trudi Bils
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Continuing this Spring…
Alpha: A Conversation About Faith

What is Alpha?
Alpha is an open and informal conversation about life, 
spirituality, and the person of Jesus without judgement or 
pressure. We want to hear your thoughts and questions as 
we explore these themes together without the pressured 
atmosphere that usually comes with these conversations. 
Alpha is a series of sessions exploring faith, typically run 
over nine weeks. Each talk looks at a different question and 
is designed to create conversation. Everyone is welcome.  

Join us at Drop-In for a hot meal at 2:00 pm and then head 
up to the Social Room (across from the Resource Center) 
for the Alpha course at 3:00 pm.  

Where: First Baptist Church of Portland, Social Room  
 (enter 11th Ave. side of building)
When: An 11-week course, offered from 3:00 – 4:00 pm  
 every Thursday, February 1 – April 25, 2024,  
 after the Drop-In meal. 

Join a Life Group Today!
There are so many ways to get connected with a smaller 
community within First Baptist Church. Our Life Groups 
are always open to new people. So, check out the options 
below and get involved today! Contact the church office 
(office@fbc-portland.org) to learn more about a group you 
are interested in.
Sundays: Cambodian Sunday School Life Group  
 at FBC Cambodian Sunday School Room  
 with Pastor Peter, at 10:00 am. 
Tuesdays: Prayer Life Group 
 Prayer Room, with Pastor Anthony,  
 at 11:00 am.
Wednesdays: “Life Group East”
 Every 1st and 3rd Wednesday, we will offer  
 a Sermon-Based Life Group at Grace Baptist  
 Church, focusing on folks from FBC who  
 live on the East Side, and inviting our friends  
 at the Grace church to join us as well.  
 (200 SE 76th Ave. Portland, OR 97215),
 at 7:00 pm.

Wednesdays: “Life Group West”
 Every 2nd and 4th Wednesday, we will  
 offer the Sermon-Based Life Group at Cedar  
 Hills Baptist Church, focusing on folks from  
 FBC who live on the West Side, and inviting  
 our friends at the Cedar Hills church to join  
 us as well. (2470 SW Roxbury Ave. Portland,  
 OR 97225), at 7:00 pm.
Wednesdays: Cambodian Bible Study Life Group 
 on Zoom with Pastor Peter, at 7:00 pm. 
Wednesdays: Men's Lunch Life Group 
 at Dining Hall, with Pat Forrester, at 12:00 pm.  
 Third Wednesdays only.
Thursdays: DI Volunteer Sermon-Based Life Group  
 at FBC Dining Room, with  Pastor Matt,  
 at 12:00 pm.
Thursdays: Downtown Community Life Group
 at FBC Social Room with Pastor Anthony,  
 at 3:00 pm.

PLEASE NOTE: Life Groups will on break for the summer after June 15. Life Groups resume on September 15.
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Sponsor a Summer Camper or 
Mission J.13 Participant!

We often get the question this time year: How much 
does it cost to send a student on the J.13 high school 
mission trip or to summer camp at Arrah Wanna? 

Well, Our fundraising goal for the Youth Fund 
this year is $3,000, which will help us to ensure FBC 
does our part to fund local and region-wide J.13 youth 
ministry in 2024. Already, at the Annual J.13 Youth 
Fundraiser in March, we raised $1,616! And we can’t 
thank our church family enough for your generosity! 
That leaves us with just $1,900 to raise before the J.13 
rafting trip in June and summer camp happens in July!

We don’t want any student to miss out on these 
awesome opportunities because they can’t afford 
it, which is why First Baptist Church is continuing 
in 2024 to take a step of faith in offering 100% 
scholarships to any of our students who want to 

participate in camps at Arrah Wanna (families are 
invited to contribute as much as they can toward the 
cost of their students, up to 50% of the cost). We are 
able to do this due to the generous support of our 
Youth Fund in the past. 

However, to help us both this year and in the 
future, we are inviting any and all who are able to 
do so, to consider making a special donation to the 
Youth Fund (for the mission trip) or to the Brophy 
Scholarship Fund (for summer camp). Are you able 
to sponsor a student? The cost for attending Summer 
Camp is $300 and the cost per mission trip participant 
was $400, but donations of ANY amount will be 
greatly appreciated! 

For more information, see Pastor Anthony. 

RAISING UP 
a generation in the way of Jesus

“…to equip the saints for the work of ministry,
for building up the body of Christ…”

(Ephesians 4:12)

RAISING UP 
a generation in the way of Jesus
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Do you have a prayer request that you would like shared with 

our email prayer chain? If so, just contact the Church Office at 

503-228-7465 or office@fbc-portland.org, Monday–Thursday, 

or Darcia Hing (darciahing@comcast.net) Friday–Sunday, so 

that we can pray for you!



The Trumpeter The TrumpeterApril/May/June 2024 April/May/June 2024

Page 4

“Bless the Lord, my soul, And do not forget any of His 
benefits; Who pardons all your guilt, Who heals all your 
diseases; Who redeems your life from the pit, Who crowns 
you with favor and compassion.” (Psalm 103: 2–4) 

1. HE CARRIED OUR GRIEFS AND SORROWS. 
“Surely, He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows” 
(Isaiah 53:4a NKJV). This whole, profound chapter of 
Isaiah is a discussion about Jesus, the suffering servant. 
This ancient Hebrew scripture is one of the hundreds of 
prophecies that point to Jesus and validate that He is the 
Lord. It foretells aspects of the Messiah, the redeemer of 
the world, to the Jewish people and defines features of 
His mission. He was acquainted with grief and sorrow 
(Isaiah 53:3). He can sympathize with our weakness; 
He was tempted in all points as we, yet He never sinned 
(Hebrews 4:15).    

2. HE PAID THE DEATH SENTENCE FOR 
OUR SINS. When Jesus died on that center cross, 
the thief on one side mocked him, saying, “If You 
are the Christ, save Yourself and us” (Luke 23:39 
NKJV). The other one asked, “Lord, remember me 
when You come into Your kingdom” (Luke 23:42 
NKJV). These were both guilty criminals. But Jesus 
was innocent. He paid the death sentence for our sins, 
transgressions, iniquities, disobedience, wrongdoing, 
and failure. Jesus took it all, and He was crushed for 
our iniquities, pierced through with our transgressions 
– nails were driven through His hands and feet, a 
crown of thorns pierced His head, a spear pierced His 
side (Isaiah 53:5).

3. HE SUFFERED FOR US. “But He was wounded 
for our transgressions, He was bruised for our 
iniquities; The chastisement for our peace was upon 
Him, And by His stripes, we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5 
NKJV). If you study the Roman approach toward 
crucifixion and the issue of whipping, it was brutal. 
Jesus endured unspeakable ill-treatment. I’ve heard 

from people who have had tattoo work done that 
some sessions lasted three or four hours. They said 
there was a certain point when the natural painkiller 
response in the brain was depleted, and there was 
no more protection. Jesus, with all of His nerve 
endings sending pain messages to His brain, all of 
His adrenaline pumping, and probably all of His 
endorphins dissipated, took on an unbearably harsh 
sentence for us. But while enduring all of this, He 
said of those who condemned Him to death, “Father, 
forgive them; for they do not know what they are 
doing” (Luke 23:34). That ought to make you fall in 
love with Jesus right there.  

4. JESUS COVERED IT ALL. Jesus took what sin 
produces – death and everything under it, including 
sickness and disease, griefs and sorrows, and even the 
emotional realm with mood issues – and covered it 
with His substitutionary work on the cross. I’ve held 
to these scriptures through the years of my life. When 
I get symptoms in my body or read reports about 
the flu and sickness season, I speak that in the name 
of Jesus, He bore my sins and carried my diseases, 
my griefs, and my sorrows, and by His stripes, I am 
healed. God has covered it all; you can stand and 
believe for healing for every part of you. 

DAILY CONFESSION:  I bless the Lord, my soul, 
and all that is within me; I bless His holy name. Jesus 
was pierced for my offenses; He was crushed for my 
wrongdoings; The punishment for my well-being was 
laid upon Him. By His wounds, I am healed. I will 
remember all of His benefits. He pardons all my guilt, 
heals all my diseases, and redeems my life from the 
pit. He crowns me with favor and compassion and 
satisfies my years with good things so that my youth is 
renewed like the eagle (Psalm 103: 1–5; Isaiah 53:5).

Keep pressing on!  
—Pastor Sam Raj

Remember What Jesus Did

Page 17

Registration is now open for summer camp 2024 at 
Camp Arrah Wanna! To sign up your student, just go 
online today: 
https://camparrahwanna.campbrainregistration.com

FBC is so committed to sending students to camp, 
that we are offering 100% scholarships to any student 
who wants to go. However, families are invited to donate 
up to 50% of the cost of their students to the FBC 

“Youth Fund” to help cover the cost.

Register for Summer Camp Today!
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Mother’s Day Tea
May 12, at 12:00 pm
Everyone is invited to join us for a special time to 

celebrate and pray for our moms and all the women 

in our church family! We will enjoy tea , (coffee too, 

of course!), and light refreshments. Don’t miss it!

“Her children rise up and call her blessed…” 

(Proverbs 31:28a, ESV)

Father’s Day Lunch 

June 16, at 12:00 pm
Everyone is invited to join us for a special time to 

have lunch all while celebrating and praying for 

our dads and all the men in our church family!  

Don’t miss it!

“As a father shows compassion to his children, so the 

Lord shows compassion to those who fear him.”  

(Psalm 103:13, ESV)
Page 5
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Find us on the web: fbc-portland.org

Business Office: 909 SW 11th Ave., Portland, OR 97205
The next Trumpeter deadline is June 10, 2024.  
Please send submissions to jchastain@fbc-portland.org
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Peter Im, Pastor of Cambodian Ministries 
Trudi Bils, Pastor of Worship Ministries
Anthony Young, Assistant Pastor of Discipleship and 
                           Next Generation Ministries

Pat Forrester, Facilities Manager
Jason Chastain, Communications Administrator
Levi Toupin, Events Coordinator
Cory Gonzales, Senior Audio Video Tech
Gabe Plesha, Audio Video Tech
Hanna Raj, Audio Video Tech
Jack Brophy, Drop-In Director
Kathy Welty, Resource Center Associate
Michael Fraizer, Drop-In Food Pantry Associate
Corey Johnson, Drop-In Associate

In Memorium
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Our Christian sympathies go to Alice Long, and her 
family, in light of the passing of Richard Long, on 
January 8, 2024. Condolences can be sent to Alice at:

50900 Dike Rd Slip G, Scappoose, OR  97056.

Our Christian sympathies go to Josh and Kelly Brown, 
and their family, in light of the passing of Josh’s father, 
Jim Brown, on January 19, 2024. Condolences can be 
sent to Josh and Kelly Brown at:

2068 SW 8th Drive, Gresham, OR  97080.

Thank You for Your Generosity!
We are so grateful to our church family for your 
marked generosity in giving to missions this past 
quarter!  As you know, there were several special 
fundraising drives for various purposes. With your 
help, we raised the following:

Mission J.13 Youth Fundraiser: $1,384 
Assistance Ministry Offering: $1,061

We are also exceedingly grateful to all who gave 
generously through tithes, offerings, and special 
donations during the first quarter of 2024.

By God’s grace and with your help, FBC will 
continue to make a huge impact for the Kingdom of 
God in Downtown Portland and beyond! 

—FBC Diaconate Board & Missions Team
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Saveth Anderson ...................................................5/23
Vicki Bridges ......................................................... 5/25
Leslie Cody ...........................................................5/26
Samuel Raj ............................................................5/28
Anthony Im ...........................................................5/28

Jimmy Jones ............................................................ 6/1
Eric Carlson ............................................................6/4
Jennifer Beck ...........................................................6/5
Savin Loeung ..........................................................6/5
Caitlyn Speakman-Boerckel ....................................6/6
Joshua Toupin .........................................................6/8
Edward Cyphers ......................................................6/9
Zachary Velasquez ...................................................6/9
Micah Lim Hazen .................................................6/10
Steve Shearer .........................................................6/10
Mike Terese ...........................................................6/10
Mike McCoy ......................................................... 6/11
Martha Cox Kuhn ................................................6/12
Alex Benfield .........................................................6/12
Momthavy Yuok .................................................... 6/14
Shirley Im ............................................................. 6/15
Veurn Phoeurn ...................................................... 6/15
Emma Anderson ................................................... 6/16
Jennifer Lawson ..................................................... 6/19
Debbie Fergerson ................................................... 6/19
Aletheia Sok ..........................................................6/20
Bev Owen .............................................................6/22
Sam Khem ............................................................6/26
Anthony Young .....................................................6/26
Judah Raj ..............................................................6/28
Jean Dransfeldt ......................................................6/29
Jaden Thompson ....................................................6/29

“Happy Birthday!  Join us during our Monthly 
Fellowship Meals to 
celebrate all who have 
birthdays during the 
month. (April 21,  
May 26, June 16)

Member BirthdaysMission PDX We are everyday people
LOOKING UP to God for meaning in life;
REACHING OUT across cultural boundaries  
                                 with the hope of Jesus;
RAISING UP a generation in the way of Jesus;
LIVING AS FAMILY, different though we may  
                                     be; and
SERVING TOGETHER for the good of others.



JOIN FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF PORTLAND FOR A

FREEDOM
CELEBRATION

June 30, 2023
at 10:30 AM

UPLIFTING MUSIC!

MESSAGE OF FREEDOM

FOOD!


