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“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord,
“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”
(Jeremiah 29:11)

I’m really excited about an upcoming event we have at
First Baptist!
Mark your calendars now for our second annual
“Back to Church Sunday” on September 18th at 11am!
It’s a special day set aside to invite friends, family, coworkers
and WHOMEVER to re-engage with church or even to
check out our church for the very first time! The service
that day will feature upbeat music, a warm welcome,
programming for kids, and an inspiring message of hope!
And, everyone is invited to join us for refreshments, door
prizes, and all sorts of fun after the service!
Back to church Sunday is not just something we are
doing at FBC. It’s part of a nation-wide effort that began
in 2009 as church leaders were looking for new ways to
reach beyond the walls of the Church as worship attendance
was on the decline around the country. Since then, some
40,000 local churches have participated, representing over
120 different denominations or affiliations. On average,
churches involved in this effort have seen attendance
increase over 25% on Back to Church Sunday and 93% of
churches report that the effort has helped their members to
become more outward-focused.
The theme this year is “Hope Happens Here,” and it’s
an idea that churches across the country will be focusing
on as together we all work to extend a special invitation to
our neighbors and communities to come back to church.
And I hope you will agree with me that when it comes
to our own church, hope really does happen here! Why?
Because we are a community that is really seeking to live
our mission:

LOOKING UP to God for meaning in life;
REACHING OUT across cultural boundaries with the
hope of Jesus;
RAISING UP a generation in the way of Jesus;
LIVING AS FAMILY, different though we may be; and
SERVING TOGETHER for the good of others.
Now THAT is the sort of hope needed in our
community! That is the sort of hope that God can use
to radically change our city for the good, starting with
Downtown and with the neighborhoods in which we all
live throughout the metro area.
But none of this happens without YOU! That’s right,
Back-to-Church Sunday is an all-hands-on-deck sort of
thing. We need YOU to help us get the word out! This
is a GREAT opportunity for you to invite that person to
church you’ve been wanting to invite but haven’t quite
gotten around to it yet. Why? Because every Sunday
leading up to the event, we will be providing invitation
cards for you to invite friends, family, and neighbors to
church. And, for those who are more technologicallyinclined, we have a Facebook event set up that you can
use to invite people that way. Here’s the link to the event
right here: https://tinyurl.com/FBC-Event
We are also looking for people to serve as additional
greeters, Welcome Center volunteers, and table hosts at
the meal after church. Are you willing to help out? Then
reach out to Pastor Sam or myself today and we will get
you involved!
Excited to reach out to the community with you
because HOPE HAPPENS HERE,
—Pastor Matt
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Member Birthdays
Bunchan Chan Prak ................................................... 9/1
Louise Freeze .............................................................. 9/1
Mari Hester ................................................................9/2
Edward Kong .............................................................9/3
Dan Velasquez............................................................9/4
Bunly Lay...................................................................9/4
Sreyroat Seng ............................................................. 9/5
Sreyhiek Seng ............................................................. 9/5
Sopheap Khim ...........................................................9/8
Stephanie Lam ...........................................................9/9
Kimseng Ty .............................................................. 9/10
Bruce Borquist ..........................................................9/11
Glenn Kuhn ..............................................................9/11
Merica Fooks............................................................ 9/15
Jim Townley ............................................................. 9/16
Bill DeShawn ........................................................... 9/16
Joshua Ruiz-Tamay ................................................... 9/18

Kiriros (Rath) Enloe ................................................. 9/18
Richard Long ........................................................... 9/19
Maria DeShawn ....................................................... 9/19
Peter Im ...................................................................9/20
Katie Reed ............................................................... 9/21
Nick Gherasim .........................................................9/23
Sophy Puth ..............................................................9/24
Lois Chartier ............................................................ 9/25
Michele Lee ..............................................................9/26
Connie Shearer.........................................................9/26
Alan Martin .............................................................9/30

Join us the first Sunday of
the month after church to
celebrate birthdays and
enjoy a slice of cake!

2022 ANNUAL THEME:
LOOKING UP TO GOD FOR MEANING IN LIFE…

“The heavens declare the glory of God,
and the sky above proclaims his handiwork.”
19:1, ESV)
(Psalm 19:1,
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A message from Pastor Sam
Dear FBC Family,
Greetings in Jesus name! Thanks to each and every one of you for your
love and kindness in welcoming me and my two children to your church
and accepting us as your family. I don’t think a simple thank you will
complete and communicate our thankfulness. From the making sure
we settled in well in our new place, to the tasty food through meal train
and the gifts and personal notes, we are overwhelmed by your love and
are grateful for your love and friendship. We pray each of you and your
families will be blessed beyond measure according to Matthew 10:42.
God Bless You.
With Gratitude,
Pastor Sam

My Unfailing God
(Adapted from Isaiah 58:11 and 1 Samuel 3:19)
The Lord will lead you now and forever
He will prosper you in times of lack
He will satisfy your soul and increase you

If He says, it is done, His words don’t go in vain,
He will fulfill what He promised you
And will make you radiate with His grace.

Praise Him without ceasing, O my soul
My Redeemer lives
He never leaves nor forgets those
who sing praise unto Him

Praise Him all the time, O my soul
My Redeemer lives
He never leaves nor forgets those
who sing praise unto Him

Removing the yoke of pointing fingers
And malicious gossip around us
He will raise a wall of grace and fortify it around you

Let us exalt Him and praise him, Our Lord don’t
know how to desert his children. His words and
promises do not go empty. My Redeemer Lives.

Praise Him all the time, O my soul
My Redeemer lives
He never leaves nor forgets those
who sing praise unto Him

(Notes/Letters written to myself are based on God’s
Word, to encourage myself at different times. At times,
these notes have encouraged people who go through
different situations in life, I pray it speaks to you or
encourages you in a special way)

Announcing the Brophy Scholarship

Scholarships are being made available for any FBC child
who wishes to go to Camp Arrah Wanna. Please use the
memo line on your check to designate contributions to the

Brophy Scholarship. As the fund increases, it is hoped that
there would be no cost to any parent.
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Another fantastic picnic!
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Cambodian Ministry News

The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.
Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they reveal knowledge. (Psalms 19:1–2)
Let us give our loving God the glory by drawing nearer
to Him and his word.
As we close this last quarter of this year, I pray that
all of us will commit ourselves to ponder on his word
and serving him the best spiritual gift and talent.
We are so glad that there were many of our
Cambodian members who were able to attend the All
Church Picnic.
We thank those who faithfully worked so hard
because they loved the Lord and his church ministry,
to serve us at that annual event. Also, special thanks to
Rev. Norm Lawson for leading his men’s choir again,
singing while we enjoyed the meal and the fellowship.
Our Cambodian ministry will hold a worship service
at the camping retreat in Florence, OR on Labor Day
weekend. That is the only Sunday that we will miss the
worship service in our church. For those Cambodian
members who are not attending the camping retreat,
please join the English worship service.
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Also, our Khmer Wednesday Zoom Bible studies
(starting at 7:00 pm) will resume on September 28.
We are grateful to the church staff who worked hard to
upgrade the Cambodian Sunday school in room 209,
such as repainting, putting in new window curtains,
cleaning the carpet, and fixing electric issues. Great job,
FBC Staff!
We are grateful to our God for the activities of
the children’s ministry to meet the needs of children
and youths. The sports activities, the worship services,
and the nutritional programs are all vital part of the
center’s schedule. A seminary student is doing the
student ministry from July to September. She is doing
the evangelism, going home to home with caution
following Covid-19 protocols. The coordinator of the
center and the children’s teacher are working to fix and
maintain the structures of the playground, AC units,
and activity centers. To date, we have raised $1,000
from our BottleDrop account. Many thanks to our
supporters who collect bottles and cans daily and drop
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្រពះបន្ទ'ល្របចាំែខគឺ ្រពះគម្ពីរ ទំនុកដំេកើង ១៩ៈ១-២
េយើងេនៅសល់េពល១្រតីមាសេទៀតចូលដល់ឆាHIំថ្មីេហើយ
សូមថាNIយសិរPល្អដល់្រទង់េដាយសូមឲIT្រពះអង្គបាននាំ
េយើងចូលេទៅជិត្រទង់តាម្រពះបន្ទ'ល្រទង់ និងការខិតខំ
បំេរP្រទង់េដាយអស់ពីចិត្តផងែដរ។
េយើងសូមអរគុណដល់ពួកជំនុំទាំងអស់ែដលបានចូលរួម
ភិគនិករបស់្រពះវeហារធំកាលពីែខ៧។ ែខ្មរេយើងមានកម្ម
វeធីេបាះជំរុiេនៅែខ៩ ៃថ្ងទី៣ដល់ទី៥។ េយើងនឹងមានការ
សិកIo្រពះគម្ពីរតាម្របព័ន្ធ Zoom េនៅរាល់យប់ៃថ្ងពុធពី
េមាsIង៧គឺចាប់េផ្តើមេឡើងវeញេនៅៃថ្ងទី២៨ ែខ៩េនះ។
េយើងអរ្រពះគុណដល់្រពះែដលថាHIក់សាលាេរៀនៃថ្ង
អាទិតITរបស់េយើងបានេរៀបចំសាzIតល្អជាងពីមុន។
ចំេពាះមណ}លកូនេក្មង្រសុកែខ្មរ ក៏មានសកម្មភាពជាធម្ម
តា េហើយេយើងបានចាប់េផ្តើមជួសជុលកែន្លងេក្មងេលង
We celebrated Julissa Mark's graduation in 2021 when we
missed her graduation last year.

កំសាន្តេនៅក្ន‚ងសួនកំសាន្តឲITបានល្អ្រតឹម្រតƒវេឡើងវeញ។
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បានខិតខំសនIˆំមកចូលរួមគាHIេដើមIŠីយក្របាក់េនះមកជួយ
ដល់ម្ហ'បអាហារកូនេក្មងេនៅមណ}ល។ េយើងនឹងចាប់េផ្តើម
ៃរដងាNIយសំរាប់ឆាHIំថ្មី២០២៣ េនៅេពលបុណITណŒែអល
ខាងមុខេនះ។ សូម្រពះ្របទានពរ និងរកIoការពារពួក
ជំនុំទាំងអស់តាមេសចក្តីេមតាŽIករុណារបស់្រទង់។
them off at the BottleDrop centers. If you want to help,
please pick up the blue bags, which are available at
the Welcome Center in Fellowship Hall, or talk to me
during Sunday School hour in room 209.
Our upcoming fundraiser for the 2023 budget will
be during the holidays. Please pray and plan to join us
for the sake of the Cambodian children for Christ.
May the Lord continue richly blessing your family,
ministries, and business!
— Pastor Peter
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J.13 YOUTH GROUP
At the moment, we are still involved in our search for a new
Pastor of Youth. Please continue to pray for the process.
However, we are hoping to resume weekly youth group
meetings as soon as possible, when a new Pastor of Youth is
called. In the meantime, we will continue to offer monthly
events for youth, including the upcoming…
J.13 YOUTH, KIDS, AND FAMILY BBQ
Taking place at Pastor Matt and Lisa’s house on September
23rd, from 7-10pm. Main course will be provided, but
bring a side, snack, or dessert to share. All FBC youth and

kiddos of any age are welcome to come with their parents
and families to this fun event!
KIDCHURCH
Many thanks to our Interim Children’s Ministry
Coordinator, Lisa Toupin, and to her faithful volunteers,
for offering programming to children who attend FBC on
Sunday mornings. On Sunday, September 4, there will be
no KidChurch, and kids will be more than welcome to stick
with their families in the sactuary. But KidChurch will be
back up and running the following week, September 11.

J.13 Youth Events Calendar 2022
September

J.13 Youth, Kids, and Family BBQ @ Toupins’ Place (September 23, 7:00–10:00 pm)

October

J.13 Youth Retreat @ CAW (October 21–23)

November

Youth, Kids, and Family Ice Cream Social @ FBC Portland (November 13, 12:30 pm)

December

Christmas Party @ FBC Portland (December 2, 7:00 –11:00 pm)

New in your FBC library
Hear from authors such as Scott Sauls,
Sandra McCracken, Michelle Reyes, Jen
Pollock Michel, David Zahl, and others as
they share firsthand stories of bullying, eating
disorders, pregnancy, addiction, racism,
family conflict, expectations, and the intense pressure
to achieve. See how their encounters with Jesus brought
healing, rest, and purpose to their lives and hear what they
wish they knew earlier: when you know Jesus, you know
what it’s like to be perfectly loved and accepted, have hope
for the future, and experience grace and mercy when you
mess up.
The transition from elementary school to
middle school can be difficult for boys. Here
Jonathan Catherman and his two sons offer
practical “do this, not that” tips that cover
100 topics, including bullies, test taking, cell
phone use, homework, gossip, leadership,
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respect, sports, and more. The bite-sized format is perfect for
short attention spans!
The transition from elementary to middle
school is fraught with insecurity---especially
for girls! This straightforward guide offers
clear-cut advice, telling them to “do this, not
that.” Features down-to-earth wisdom on
navigating the first day, bullies, cell phone use, test taking,
homework, sports, gossip, dating relationships, boys, and
more. Ages 10 and up.
How Great is Our God is written for
elementary-age kids who are curious about
the natural world and God’s role in it. Packed
with amazing scientific facts, beautiful
photography, and fun illustrations, this book
covers topics like space and time, Earth and weather, the
human body, animals, plants, and more! Recommended for
ages 6 to 10 years.
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Mission PDX

We are everyday people
LOOKING UP to God for meaning in life;
REACHING OUT across cultural boundaries with the hope of Jesus;
RAISING UP a generation in the way of Jesus;
LIVING AS FAMILY, different though we may be; and
SERVING TOGETHER for the good of others.

“The Path” Readings for September 2022 (Choose 1, 2, or 4 Each Day)
9/1: Jd. 15, Ac. 19, Je. 28, Mk. 14
9/2: Jd. 16, Ac. 20, Je. 29, Mk. 15
9/3: Jd. 17, Ac. 21, Je. 30, Je. 31,
Mk. 16
9/4: Jd. 18, Ac. 22, Je. 32, Lk. 1
9/5: Jd. 19, Ac. 23, Je. 33, Lk. 2
9/6: Jd. 20, Ac. 24, Je. 34, Lk. 3
9/7: Jd. 21, Ac. 25, Je. 35, Lk. 4
9/8: Rt. 1, Ac. 26, Je. 36, Lk. 5
9/9: Rt. 2, Ac. 27, Je. 37, Lk. 6
9/10: Rt. 3, Rt. 4, Ac. 28, Je. 38, Lk. 7
9/11: 1 Sm. 1, Ro. 1, Je. 39, Lk. 8

9/12: 1 Sm. 2, Ro. 2, Je. 40, Lk. 9
9/13: 1 Sm. 3, Ro. 3, Je. 41, Lk. 10
9/14: 1 Sm. 4, Ro. 4, Je. 42, Lk. 11
9/15: 1 Sm. 5, 1 Sm. 6, Ro. 5, Je. 43,
Lk. 12
9/16: 1 Sm. 7, 1 Sm. 8, Ro. 6, Je. 44,
Je. 45, Lk. 13
9/17: 1 Sm. 9, Ro. 7, Je. 46, Lk. 14
9/18: 1 Sm. 10, Ro. 8, Je. 47, Lk. 15
9/19: 1 Sm. 11, Ro. 9, Je. 48, Lk. 16
9/20: 1 Sm. 12, Ro. 10, Je. 49, Lk. 17
9/21: 1 Sm. 13, Ro. 11, Je. 50, Lk. 18

9/22: 1 Sm. 14, Ro. 12, Je. 51, Lk. 19
9/23: 1 Sm. 15, Ro. 13, Je. 52, Lk. 20
9/24: 1 Sm. 16, Ro. 14, La. 1, Lk. 21
9/25: 1 Sm. 17, Ro. 15, La. 2, Lk. 22
9/26: 1 Sm. 18, Ro. 16, La. 3, Lk. 23
9/27: 1 Sm. 19, 1 Co. 1, La. 4, Lk. 24
9/28: 1 Sm. 20, 1 Co. 2, La. 5, Jn. 1
9/29: 1 Sm. 21, 1 Sm. 22, 1 Co. 3,
Ez. 1, Jn. 2
9/30: 1 Sm. 23, 1 Co. 4, Ez. 2, Jn. 3

Teaching Series for September
•
•
•
•

September 4: “The Upper Room – The Desciples and the World” (John 15:18–27)
September 11: “The Upper Room – The Disciples and the Spirit” (John 16:1–15)
September 18: Back-to-Church Sunday – “The Upper Room - From Pain to Joy” (John 16:16–22)
September 25: Part I – “Church 101” (1 Corinthians 13)

Got a Prayer Request?
Do you have a prayer request that you would like shared
with our email prayer chain? If so, just contact the Church
Office, Monday-Thursday, or Darcia Hing Friday-Sunday,
so that we can pray for you!
You can reach the Church Office at 503-228-7454 or
office@fbc-portland.org. Darcia can be reached via email
at darciahing@comcast.net.

Choir Resuming!

Please join us for choir practice on Sundays after our service
at 1:00 pm. We are beginning this Sunday, on September 4.
Better yet, why don’t you make it more of an event?
After morning worship, come join us downstairs for a light
lunch, and then join us for choir practice. Our first time
singing in morning worship will be September 18, so we
just have a few weeks to prepare. All hands on deck! All
voices needed.
— Pastor Daniel

I am writing to let you
know about my mom’s
(Joanne Bishop) birthday
celebration the family
held for her in our backyard in Cedar Mill, west of
Portland, Saturday July 23, for her 90th birthday!
My Mom turned 90 on July 20th. We also
celebrated her sister Eunice (Frey) Smith’s 87th
birthday which occurred the day of the party. There
were 32 family members in attendance with several
traveling from Wenatchee and Bellingham, WA,
Salem and Sunriver, OR.
— Debbie (Bishop) Baker, Joanne’s daughter
CDs are available of FBC church services.
Please contact Jason Chastain at jchastain@
fbc-portland.org or 503-228-7465 to request
a copy! We have CD players available, too.
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Starting September 25, Pastor Matt will begin a
teaching series called Church 101. It’s all about what
it means to be part of a church family like FBC.
The series will feature helpful content for long-time
members of FBC as we seek to grow as a strong,
vibrant, mission-minded church family. Church 101
is also designed for “seekers” and for folks who are
considering becoming members themselves.
Going along with the teaching series, we will be
offering a special 6-week small group experience. There
will be various ways to participate:
• Wednesdays @ 7:00 pm: An online group will
be offered through Zoom every Wednesday at
7pm, starting 9/28 (just go to fbc-portland.org
and click on “Zoom Room” in the top-right
corner of the screen).
• Thursdays @ 12:00 pm: Another group will
meet at noon in the Dining Hall on Thursdays,
starting 9/29.
• Sundays @ 10:00 am: During “The Path”
Prayer Service, we will also be covering the
same material the small groups will be looking
at, starting 10/2.

September 2022

Other groups
may also be
started but that is
TBA. We will be
using the book,
“I Am a Church
Member” by
Thom S. Rainer.
You can pick up
your free copy
today at the
Visitor Center
or in the Library
during the month
of September ($5
donations are
welcome but not required).
If you can’t join us for the small group but would
still like a copy of the book to complement the teaching
experience, feel free to grab one also!

Welcome Pastor Sam, Hanna, and Judah!
Our church family was blessed in August to welcome a
new member to our staff team: Executive Pastor, Sam
Raj! Along with his daughter, Hana, and son, Judah,
Sam is living in the Vancouver area.
Sam has a wealth of experience in ministry.
Ordained to ministry in a church dually-aligned with
the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship and the Southern
Baptist Convention, he is looking forward to connecting
with our American Baptist family of churches over
time. He has served in important roles in various nonprofits, including Habitat for Humanity. He also has
Page 10

served successfully in the role of Executive Pastor in
other churches and most recently has been working as a
consultant for churches and local municipalities focusing
on administrative and technological projects. Already,
Sam has been working hard with our staff and leadership
team to improve our ministry and outreach into the
community. We truly are blessed to welcome the Raj
family to FBC!
Won’t you take a moment to get to know Sam and
his kids? Sam’s office is located on the second floor of the
Education wing at church, right next to the Youth Room.

SEPTEMBER
SUNDAY

MONDAY

29

28

TUESDAY

30

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

1

31

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

3

2

CAMBODIAN CAMPING RETREAT
CAW FRIENDS AND FAMILY CAMP

4

5

6

7

8

KidChurch on break

FBC office closed

7:00 pm:
Community Team
Meeting

7:00 pm
English Bible Study

7:00 pm
EPC Meeting

14

15

CAMBODIAN CAMPING RETREAT

9

10

16

17

CAW FRIENDS AND FAMILY CAMP
LABOR DAY

11

12

KidChurch resumes

18

19

13

7:00 pm:
Apprenticeship Team

7:00 pm
English Bible Study

22

20

21

7:00 pm:
Diaconate Meeting

8:30 am:
Men’s Breakfast
7:00 pm
English Bible Study

BACK TO CHURCH
SUNDAY

25

23

24

7:00 pm:
Youth and Kids BBQ at
the Toupins’

1:00 pm:
Christiana Dearborn
Memorial Service

30

1

Trumpeter content due

26

27

10:00 am:
Church 101

28

29

7:00 pm
Church 101

12:00 pm:
Church 101

7:00 pm
Cambodian Bible Study

SUNDAY

10:00 am: Khmer Sunday School
10:00 am: “The Path” Prayer Service in Dining Room
11:00 am: Worship Service, online and in-person
Cambodian language, Rose Chapel
KidChurch for ages 4 through 6th Grade
Nursery Care Available Ages: 0-3

MONDAY—SUNDAY

6:00 – 8:00 am: Eye Opener (AA meeting)

MONDAY & THURSDAY

2:00 – 4:00 pm: Drop-In

WEDNESDAY

10:00 am: 1 Peter 3:15 Initiative (Downtown Clean-Up)
7:00 pm: Sermon-based Life Group

FRIDAY

Office closed
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ABCCPC Annual Gathering: October 14–16, 2022

Back To Church
First Baptist Church Portland
Sunday
SW:Taylor and 12
11fbc-portland.org
00 AM

Join us as we host our American Baptist family from all over Oregon and Northern California!
th
The event is FREE for FBC members, with a small cost (TBA) for meals.
ON FRIDAY NIGHT (10/14):

Come hear from our International Ministries Global Servants,
including our own Drs. Ann & Bruce Borquist!
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ON SATURDAY (10/15):

Connect with American Baptist denominational leaders from
across the United States!

ON SUNDAY MORNING (10/16): Be inspired with a special message from Dr. Reid Trulson,
former Executive Director of International Ministries!

FBC Volunteers needed to help staff the event! Please contact office@fbc-portland.org to learn more about helping out.

