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“LOOKING UP TO GOD
FOR MEANING IN LIFE…”
“The heavens declare The glory of god, and The sky above proclaims his handiwork.”
(psalm 19:1, esv)
Happy New Year! A new year brings with it the promise of
new opportunities to serve the Lord and our community
as we move forward in accomplishing the mission to
which we’ve been called. It’s a good time to remember
what we’re here for, our “MISSION PDX:”
We are everyday people
LOOKING UP to God for meaning in life;
REACHING OUT across cultural boundaries with the hope
of Jesus;
RAISING UP a generation in the way of Jesus;
LIVING AS FAMILY, different though we may be; and
SERVING TOGETHER for the good of others.
Each line of this relatively new mission statement for First
Baptist Church corresponds with the work of a different
ministry team in our church:
1. The LOOKING UP line is the guiding statement
for our Worship Team, led by Iris Forrester.
1. The REACHING OUT line relates to the
Outreach Team, led by Rev. Bruce Montgomery.
1. The RAISING UP line guides the Apprenticeship
Team, led by Lisa Toupin.
1. The LIVING AS FAMILY line sums up the work
of the Community Team, led by
Rev. Norm Lawson.
1. The SERVING TOGETHER line speaks to the
Servant-Leadership Team, led by Pat Forrester.

A New Year also presents the opportunity for a new
Annual Theme at First Baptist. In 2022, our Annual
Theme will simply be the first main line of Mission PDX:
2022 FBC Annual Theme:
“LOOKING UP TO GOD FOR MEANING IN LIFE”
Whether a person calls themselves a Christian or not,
everyone is looking for meaning in life. Countless books
have been written about this search. Movies have been
directed. Humanity invests a huge amount of effort in
discovering meaning in life. Thus, if worship is about
looking up to God for meaning in life, then it must be one
of the most important things a person can be involved in.
The psalmist knew where this meaning was to be
found, directing us to the skies, which proclaimed the
glory of the One who made them. As residents of Oregon
and Southwest Washington, we have ample opportunities,
as we go for a hike in the woods, as we play in a river, or
even when we just open our window in the morning, to be
directed in worship to our Creator God as we survey the
magnificence of the creation around us.
Worship is a response to God’s revelation of himself
to humanity. And God reveals himself to humanity both
through the beauty of creation and through his word, the
Bible. Worship can be expressed in many ways—publicly
on a Sunday morning through prayer and singing,
through the service of mission teams like the Drop-In
Center crew as they meet the needs of our community,
and privately as you spend time with God on your own.
Continued on page 2
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Member Birthdays

Caroline Agbetunein .................................................. 1/1
Cassandra Soum ........................................................ 1/1
Stephen Suon ............................................................. 1/1
Leakana Suy ............................................................... 1/1
Nuon Suon .................................................................1/2
Emily Bryans..............................................................1/3
Sandee Maslen ...........................................................1/4
Caleb Pagulayan.........................................................1/6
Ethel Fazzolari............................................................1/6
Damres Nem.............................................................. 1/7
Duane Nelson ............................................................ 1/7
Joe Miles ....................................................................1/8
Judith Sutterlin...........................................................1/9
Ann Borquist .............................................................1/11
Eric Lee .................................................................... 1/14
Salisa Williams ......................................................... 1/14
Alex Mendez ............................................................ 1/15
Sivy Luy ................................................................... 1/15

Please let the office know if there are names missing from
this list. We strive for accuracy in our member database.

Continued from page 1
2022 will be a year for us all to reflect on the
importance of worship in the life of our congregation
and also how worship can be used as an important form
of outreach to those outside the church who, just like us,
are looking for meaning in life. I believe the role to which

God is calling us is to help them see that that meaning is
found in the God who created them, who loves them, and
who has a plan for their life.
Looking up to God for meaning in life with you,
—Pastor Matt

Carmen Pasley.......................................................... 1/17
Zoe Beard ................................................................ 1/18
Kylee Manning.........................................................1/20
Chloe Manning........................................................1/20
Mary Lynn Parodi ....................................................1/22
Sandra Montgomery ................................................1/23
Simon Anthony Jaworsky .........................................1/26
Adelaide Andrews .....................................................1/28
Jeanny Monterrosa ...................................................1/28
Ryan Lofland ...........................................................1/28
Steve Bils ..................................................................1/30
Tommie Young ......................................................... 1/31
Kevin Lofland .......................................................... 1/31
Cory Lofland ........................................................... 1/31

Thank you for giving to special offerings!
Many thanks to all who gave to the Retired Ministers and
Missionaries Offering (RMMO). Together, we were able to
raise a total of $1,841. Thank you for your generosity!
Thanks are also in order for those who gave to One
Great Hour of Sharing in the wake of the tornadoes Back
East. In total, FBC was able to raise $300 for relief efforts.

Many thanks also to everyone who helped with special
Christmas fundraising drives to provide Christmas gifts,
food, and clothing to families and individuals in need
through through the “Angel Tree” and the Drop-In Center.

The Trumpeter is published eleven times a year
(January – December). Find us on the web:
fbc-portland.org and ccmnews.org

Edith Tamay, Outreach Worship Coordinator
Nathan Sanders, Organist
Toni Pfau, Worship Accompanist
Jason Chastain, Communications Administrator
Christian Barrow, Pastoral Assistant
Pat Forrester, Facilities Manager
Marco Cáceres, Tech Associate
Levi Toupin, Camera Operator
Jack Brophy, Drop-In Center Manager
Terry Brogan, Drop-In Center Assistant Manager
Michael Fraizer, Drop-In Food Pantry Manager
Corey Johnson, Drop-In Center Associate

The next Trumpeter deadline is January 17, 2022.
Please send submissions to jchastain@fbc-portland.org
Matt Toupin, Pastor
Peter Im, Pastor of Cambodian Ministries
Daniel Plesha, Pastor of Worship
Calvin Taylor, Pastor of Youth
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January is Community Outreach Month at FBC

This
January is Community Outreach Month at FBC! Each Sunday, we will be challengedJanuaary
to
The
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consider our commitment to share Jesus with friends and family and to help with outreach
efforts at church.
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Teaching Series for January
•
•
•
•
•

January 2: Epiphany Sunday – “Jesus The Refugee” (Matthew 2:13-15)
January 9: Part XXXIII – “The Gift Of Sight” (John 9:1-12)
January 16: Part XXXIV – “Questioning The Gift Of Sight” (John 9:13-34)
January 23: Part XXXV – “Celebrating The Gift Of Sight” (John 9:35-41)
January 30: Community Outreach Sunday – Part XXXVI – “The Good Shepherd – Part 1” (John 10:1-21)

COVID-19 Notice
Following the recommendations of the State of Oregon,
the Pastoral Staff and Executive Committee of First Baptist
Church of Portland are asking all individuals attending
our worship services to wear masks or face coverings in the

sanctuary. If you have questions, please contact a member of
the Pastoral Staff or the Executive Committee. We want to
thank everyone for your help since the pandemic began, as
we adapted and learned together.
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Cambodian Ministry News

Because of the LORD’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail.
They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. — Lamentations 3:22–23
New Year comes and goes, but the faithfulness of
God is new every morning. His love and compassion
never leave those who cling to his words and promises.
Because His faithfulness is new every morning, we can
trust His leadership in 2022 to spiritually draw near to
him and his words.
December was one of the inspirational months due
to the Christmas season. God’s people engaged in the
church ministries in many ways in the midst of the
pandemic. I want to thank our support and pastoral
staff who worked hard to have all services in a safe
environment for members to enjoy worshiping the Lord,
and we have great fellowship in the house of the Lord.
We were spiritually strengthened by the multicultural services, Christmas Eve service, and the great
church dinners as well. We were pleased to see some of
our members who missed church for a while because
of the pandemic. Our God is good to protect us all.
We also enjoyed a Cambodian Christmas potluck and
fellowship that helped us to chat in person that was
much better than communication via media sources.
Shirley and I want to sincerely thank everyone involved
for a Christmas gift given to us during that Christmas
Page 4

and for the honor members as well.
For the Cambodian children’s ministry, I want
to thank you all for participating in the Christmas
offering project raised toward the 2022 budget. Please
check ccmnews.org for the update on this offering.
Thank you all so much for the continued support and
your love of this ministry! Your prayer and financial
engagement ensure us that God still opens a wide door
for the gospel to those children and their families for
His kingdom.
In the month of December, there were regular
worship services and nutritional programs for the
children at the Center. On Christmas day, there was a
celebration that was participated in by the commune
leaders, and their parents. That was a little bigger event
than 2020 because the lock-down has been lifted, as well
as the funds available to them as part of your Christmas
offering. The children had the gifts they longed for. The
children’s leaders noticed what they wanted, and made
some of their wishes come true. We wanted the children
to know that God loves them the same as everyone in
the world (John 3:16). The meal was a great party as
well. Everyone got their soft drink. They do not have
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្រពះបន្ទ'ល បរ*េទវ ៣ៈ២២-២៣ គឺនឹកពីេសចក្ដីេនះថា កុំ
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របស់្រទង់ េនាះមិនេចះផុតេឡើយ 23 េសចក្ដីទាំងេនាះ

េចះែតថ្មីេឡើងរាល់ែត្រពឹកជានិច្ច េសចក្ដីេសា^?ះ្រតង់របស់
្រទង់ធំណាស់។

េយើងសូមអរ្រពះគុណដល់្រពះនូវសកម្មភាពរបស់្រពះ

វ*ហារេយើងែដលមានការថាf?យបង្គំ្រពះរួម និងការ្របកប
គាj?ជាេ្រចើនក្នAុងរដូវបុណ?L្រគីស្ទមាl?សកន្លងមកេនះ។ ខ្ញAំ
that kind of opportunity very often and learn to love
one another as God loves us as part of the Christmas
lesson. They prayed for us as their supporters and asked
God to bless us this new year.
For those who are praying for the opportunity
to join our mission trip this year. Please continue to
prepare yourself such as updating your Covid-19 shots,
passport, time off work, funds, etc.
We are working on the dates between late
October to mid-November of 2022. Specific dates and
registration will be updated in the next Trumpeter
issues and our website at ccmnews.org. As you know
we planned this based on the less activity of the virus
by that time. You are welcome to check with me
directly at any time. Once again, on behalf of the
Cambodian ministry and children’s ministry, we thank
you, and may our loving God continue to protect you
and bless the family this new year for His kingdom!
— Pastor Peter
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ផតឡាក់បុណ?L្រគីស្ទមាl?សរបស់ែខ្មរេយើងែដលមាននំ

ចំណីអាហារជាេ្រចើនែផ្លកៗ យាl?ងឆា?ញ់ពិសារផងែដរ។
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និងអំេណាយ្រគប់គាj? ប…Š?ក់ពីេសចក្តី្រសឡាញ់របស់

្រពះតាមជំនួយរបស់ពួកជំនុំស្ងŒនភា?របស់្រពះវ*ហារេយើង
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ពរដ៏ៃថ្លឧត្តមដល់ពួកជំនុំេនៅឆាj?ំថ្មីេនះ!
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Kingdom Culture Youth Group Update
What is Kingdom Culture? This is the name of the new
First Baptist Church Youth Group program. Why the
name Kingdom Culture you ask? Because we believe
in cultivating a culture of Kingdom-oriented values
and practices that will equip our youth to become
young men and women of God ready to respond to a
culture that is very much “post-Christian.” We believe
in fostering a community that is centered around
following Jesus, becoming like Jesus, and doing what
Jesus did; therefore, the title ‘Kingdom Culture’ seemed
incredibly befitting!
Our meeting time for Kingdom Culture Youth is
changing from 1-2 pm to now starting at 12:30 pm
and finishing at 1:30 pm on Sundays.

Lastly, we had to cancel the all-nighter event that
was supposed to be happening on January 7 for several
reasons, but not to worry! Winter Camp @ Camp
Arrah Wanna is coming up in mid-February. The
dates are February 18-21 and the last day to register
is February 11! Spread the message and stay blessed
friends! See you soon. :)
P.S. - Want to sponsor a winter camper? It costs
$190 per student. Any donations to FBC marked
“Camp Scholarship” are greatly appreciated!
—Pastor Calvin

Got a Prayer Request?
Do you have a prayer request that you would like shared
with our email prayer chain? If so, just contact the Church
Office, Monday-Thursday, or Darcia Hing Friday-Sunday,
so that we can pray for you!

You can reach the Church Office at office@fbcportland.org or 503-228-7465. Darcia can be reached via
email at darciahing@comcast.net.

Welcoming new team members
We are happy to announce two new members of our
“Tech Team” at FBC:
1. Marco Cáceres – Marco will be serving as our new
“Tech Associate.” In this role, he will put together the
weekly slides and projection resources that go out on the
live stream. He will also ensure the live stream is working
properly. Marco is studying Information Technology at
Clackamas Community College, and we are certainly
grateful for his expertise in the field and also for his heart
to serve the Lord faithfully. Marco grew up at FBC,
attending the youth group and going on mission trips
when he was younger. In addition to serving on the Tech
Team, Marco is a volunteer, working with Pastor Calvin in
our “Kingdom Culture” youth ministry.
2. Levi Toupin – Levi will be serving as our new
“Camera Operator.” Levi has been part of the Tech Team,
working as a volunteer, since day 1 of our live-stream era.
On the very first day we had to live-stream due to the
pandemic, on March 16th, 2021, he was one of just three
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people in the building who made sure the broadcast got
out. A junior at Sam Barlow High School, Levi is hardworking and dedicated in his service to the Lord.
Marco and Levi will be working alongside other
members of the Tech Team, including Lead Sound
Tech, Christian Barrow, and Sound Tech, Peter Lee, to
continue our important technology ministry, started by
Pastor Chris Shade. The members of the Tech Team will
be doing cross-training so that each one is comfortable
with the various aspects of this ministry, including sound
engineering, live-streaming, and projection setup.
This behind-the-scenes work can be one of the most
thankless jobs in any church. Nobody notices when things are
going well, but it’s pretty obvious when there’s a problem. So,
keeping that in mind, let’s all take a moment, regularly, to
encourage these individuals and thank them in the Lord for
their important work.
—Pastor Matt
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JANUARY

MONDAY
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THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

26
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1

2

3
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7

8

12:00 pm:
The Path Life Group

7:00 pm:
Sermon-Based Life Group

14

15

20

21

22

27

28

29

11:00 am:
Christmas for the World

7:00 pm:
Cambodian Bible Study

12:30 pm:
Kingdom Culture

9

10

12:30 pm:
Kingdom Culture

11

12

13

12:00 pm:
The Path Life Group

7:00 pm:
Sermon-Based Life Group

7:00 pm
EPC Meeting

6:00 pm
OutreachMeeting

7:00 pm:
Cambodian Bible Study

16

17

18

19

11:00 pm:
MLK Celebration

FBC office closed in
honor of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.

12:00 pm:
The Path Life Group

7:00 pm:
Sermon-Based Life Group

7:00 pm
Diaconate Meeting

7:00 pm:
Cambodian Bible Study

12:30 pm:
Kingdom Culture
Trumpeter content due

24

23
12:30 pm:
Kingdom
Culture

11:00 am:
Community
Outreach
Sunday

30

25

26

12:00 pm:
The Path Life Group

8:30 am:
Men’s Breakfast
7:00 pm:
Sermon-Based Life Group

31

SUNDAY

9:30 am: Morning Prayer Service in Social Room
10:00 am: Khmer Sunday School
10:15 am: “The Path” Life Group in Social Room
11:00 am: Worship Service, online and in-person
Cambodian language, Rose Chapel
Children’s Church
for ages 4 through 6th Grade
Nursery Care Available Ages: 0-3
12:30 pm: Kingdom Culture, Youth Room

MONDAY—SUNDAY

6:00 – 8:00 am: Eye Opener (AA meeting)

7:00 pm:
Cambodian Bible Study

MONDAY & THURSDAY

1:30 – 3:00 pm: Drop-In Center

TUESDAY

12:00 pm: The Path Life Group (Zoom only)

WEDNESDAY

10:00 am: 1 Peter 3:15 Initiative (Downtown Clean-Up)
7:00 pm: Sermon-based Life Group
7:00 pm: Cambodian Bible Study, via Zoom

FRIDAY
Office closed

2022 ANNUAL THEME: LOOKING UP TO GOD FOR MEANING IN LIFE…
“The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork.”
(Psalm 19:1, ESV)

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
909 SW 11th Avenue
Portland, OR 97205-2099
(503) 228-7465
address service requested

Honoring the legacy of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Civil Rights Trailblazer—
American Baptist Pastor
Join us for a special
time of prayer and
remembrance,
honoring the legacy
of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.,
during the English
worship service on
January 16, 2022.
In honor of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, the
Church Office will be closed to the public on Monday,
January 17, 2022. Church members, friends, and staff are
encouraged to get involved in community service on that
day, in the spirit of Dr. King.

Join us for
Community Outreach Sunday!
January 30, at FBC
This January is Community Outreach Month at FBC.
Each Sunday, we will be challenged to consider our
commitment to share Jesus with friends and family
and also to help with outreach efforts at church. On
January 30, we will celebrate our commitment to Jesus
and to our community with an outreach-oriented
message, a special meal and an opportunity to learn
about some of the different ways we can all make a
difference in and through FBC.
There will be a very practical element to this
endeavor: “Outreach Commitment Cards” will
be made available each Sunday, which we can all
use to reflect on how God might be calling us, as
individuals, to use our gifts to make a difference
through volunteer service at FBC and in our
community, in specific areas of need. To learn more,
join us in-person or online for services in January.

