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Count Your Many Blessings—
Name Them One By One
“We give thanks to you, o god; We give thanks , for your name is near.
We recount your Wondrous deeds .” (Psalm 75:1, esv)

Although I am more a fan of more contemporary forms
of worship music, sometimes even I can admit that you
cannot beat an old hymn. Songs like “Amazing Grace,”
“How Great Thou Art,” and “A Mighty Fortress,” simply
cannot be improved upon.
Another hymn in that category is “Count Your
Blessings,” by Johnson Oatman. It recalls the attitude of
the psalmist, who in Psalm 75:1 gave thanks on behalf of
Israel for all of God’s wondrous deeds throughout their
history as a people. Some who are reading this may be
familiar with Oatman’s lyrics:
When upon life’s billows you are tempest tossed,
When you are discouraged, thinking all is lost,
Count your many blessings, name them one by one,
And it will surprise you what the Lord hath done.
In the midst of life’s busy-ness, Lisa and I find it
necessary sometimes make a pot of coffee, sit down,
and pause to reflect on the many ways in which God
has blessed us. For us, this often happens on a Saturday

morning, after the kids have finished breakfast and she
and I can just sit in the living room and talk. If we don’t
do this, it’s just too easy to let life pass us by. We are
thankful for our marriage. We are thankful for three sons
and one daughter of whom we are very proud. We are
thankful for our family. We are thankful for the ability to
serve the Lord together. We are thankful for a wonderful
church family at First Baptist. We are thankful for good
health and for the fact that even when we feel “upon life’s
billows [we] are tempest tossed,” God ALWAYS provides.
This November, as we prepare for the Thanksgiving
holiday, won’t you also take a moment to count your many
blessings—to name them one by one? And if you know
the song, maybe it would even put a smile on your face to
hum the tune of that old hymn! It may well surprise you,
once you pause and think about it, to see what God has
done in your life!
Thankful for you all,
—Pastor Matt

The Trumpeter Is Going [Almost] All Digital
Starting with our December issue, The Trumpeter will be
going [almost completely] digital. Instead of printing and
mailing a physical copy to the folks who are on our list,
we will email a link to a digital copy every month to each
one of our subscribers who has an email address on file in
our office. Of course, if you prefer to continue receiving
a paper copy, we will be happy to keep sending you one,

please just call or email the church office (503-228-7465,
office@fbc-portland.org) to let us know. Also, if you do
not already have email, you will automatically continue
receiving a physical copy of the Trumpeter via US Mail.
It’s expected this simple change will save the church a
couple thousand dollars per year in postage, printing
costs, and staff time.
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Member Birthdays

Iris Forrester ..............................................................11/1
Pros Seng ..................................................................11/1
Warrene Gill ............................................................. 11/4
Sara Mejias ............................................................... 11/4
Paul Mitchell ............................................................ 11/4
Delores Price ............................................................ 11/5
Nathan Sanders ........................................................ 11/6
Benjamin Mathews .................................................. 11/7
Narom Manning ...................................................... 11/8
Barbara Bridges .......................................................11/11
Sharyn Moriguchi .................................................. 11/12
Palmary Phoeurn.................................................... 11/13
Oscar Toupin ......................................................... 11/13
Jean Cole .................................................................11/15
John Oliver............................................................. 11/16

Phally Prom ............................................................11/17
Barbara Day ........................................................... 11/18
Aria Im Grace ........................................................ 11/20
Pat McKevitt .......................................................... 11/20
Zach Emmingham ................................................. 11/22
Trudi Bils ............................................................... 11/27
Wayne Bridges ........................................................ 11/27
Terry Arima............................................................ 11/30
Karen Brophy ......................................................... 11/30
Dale Maslen ........................................................... 11/30
Juliet Rinson .......................................................... 11/30
Please let the office know if there are names missing from
this list. We strive for accuracy in our member database.

Staff Updates
At First Baptist we really are blessed to have a terrific
staff team. These are the folks who work tirelessly on our
behalf, week in and week out to share the hope of Jesus
with our community. There have been some changes to
our team recently:
1. Welcome to Calvin Taylor! We have extended
a call to Mr. Calvin Taylor, to serve as our new Pastor
of Youth. This part-time position (.25 FTE) will focus
primarily on developing the “J.13 Youth Mission” that will
be meeting on Sundays at 1:00 pm. However, the position
will include other responsibilities to support our mission
and implementation of the FBC Community Plan as well.
Calvin actually grew up at FBC. And, for the past several
years, he has served as a key member of the leadership team
for ABCCPC retreats for children and youth up at Camp
Arrah Wanna. He has experienced a call into pastoral
ministry and is currently enrolled in college. He will bring
an energy and passion for ministry that will be a great
blessing for FBC!
2. Welcome to Christian Barrow! Christian will
serve as our new Pastoral Assistant, staffing the front desk
from 12:00–4:00 pm every Monday through Thursday,

with our open hours to the public being 1:00–4:00 pm.
He’s already doing an amazing job and receiving training
from our outgoing Receptionist, Kathleen Chastain. In
addition to staffing the reception desk, Christian will serve
as Pastor Matt’s assistant, helping with various projects
and correspondence. In case you didn’t know, Christian
has already been serving as our Lead Sound Tech for
about two years now.
3. Thank you, Kathleen Chastain, for your service!
During the pandemic, and even before, Kathleen has
served FBC in the role of Receptionist. Her level of
professionalism and care in working with the folks who
enter our doors has been unmatched! Although we will
miss her around the office, we are excited for her as she
pursues full-time work elsewhere.
It’s really encouraging and exciting to welcome these
new members of our team. We still need to fill some other
positions of key strategic importance, including Pastor of
Children, Nursery Coordinator, and Nursery Assistant.
Let’s continue to pray for the right people in those
positions as well.
—Pastor Matt

The Trumpeter is published eleven times a year
(January – December). Find us on the web:
fbc-portland.org and ccmnews.org

Matt Toupin, Pastor
Peter Im, Pastor of Cambodian Ministries
Chris Shade, Associate Pastor
Daniel Plesha, Pastor of Worship
Calvin Taylor, Pastor of Youth

The next Trumpeter deadline is November 22, 2021.
Please send submissions to jchastain@fbc-portland.org
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In Memorium
Our Christian sympathies go to the family of Dick Condolences can be sent to Dick and Lila’s daughters,
Ruth Bates and Debbie Allen, at:
Smith, faithful Drop-In Center volunteer, and longtime member and leader of First Baptist Church. You
The Family of Dick Smith
may recall that Dick’s wife, Lila went on to her home
5962 SW Harmony Pl.
in heaven last year.
Aloha, OR 97078

“The Path” Readings for November 2021 (Choose 1, 2, or 4 Each Day)
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with Readings
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join 2021
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To join
Zoom,
meeting ID [???] and password [???]. See you on “The Path”!
11/1
1 Ki. 3, Ep. 1, Ez.
34, Ps. 22
11/7
1 Ki. 10, Ph. 1,
Ez. 40, Ps. 31
11/14
1 Ki. 17, Cl. 4,
Ez. 47, Ps. 38

11/8
1 Ki. 11, Ph. 2,
Ez. 41, Ps. 32
11/15
1 Ki. 18, 1 Th. 1,
Ez. 48, Ps. 39

11/21
2 Ki. 2, 2 Th. 2,
Dn. 6, Ps. 48

11/22
2 Ki. 3, 2 Th. 3,
Dn. 7, Ps. 49

11/2
1 Ki. 4, 1 Ki. 5,
Ep. 2, Ez. 35,
Ps. 23, Ps. 24
11/9
1 Ki. 12, Ph. 3,
Ez. 42, Ps. 33
11/16
1 Ki. 19, 1 Th.
2, Dn. 1, Ps. 40,
Ps. 41
11/23
2 Ki. 4, 1 Tm.
1, Dn. 8, Ps. 50

11/28
2 Ki. 9, 1 Tm.
6, Ho. 1, Ps.
58, Ps. 59

11/29
2 Ki. 10, 2 Ki. 11,
2 Tm. 1, Ho. 2,
Ps. 60, Ps. 61

11/30
2 Ki. 12, 2 Tm.
2, Ho. 3, Ho. 4,
Ps. 62, Ps. 63

11/3
1 Ki. 6, Ep. 3,
Ez. 36, Ps. 25
11/10
1 Ki. 13, Ph. 4,
Ez. 43, Ps. 34
11/17
1 Ki. 20, 1 Th. 3,
Dn. 2, Ps. 42, Ps.
43
11/24
2 Ki. 5, 1 Tm. 2,
Dn. 9, Ps. 51

11/4
1 Ki. 7, Ep. 4,
Ez. 37, Ps. 26,
Ps. 27
11/11
1 Ki. 14, Cl. 1,
Ez. 44, Ps. 35
11/18
1 Ki. 21, 1 Th. 4,
Dn. 3, Ps. 44
11/25
2 Ki. 6, 1 Tm. 3,
Dn. 10, Ps. 52,
Ps. 53, Ps. 54

11/5
1 Ki. 8, Ep. 5, Ez.
38, Ps. 28, Ps. 29

11/6
1 Ki. 9, Ep. 6, Ez.
39, Ps. 30

11/12
1 Ki. 15, Cl. 2, Ez.
45, Ps. 36
11/19
1 Ki. 22, 1 Th. 5,
Dn. 4, Ps. 45

11/13
1 Ki. 16, Cl. 3,
Ez. 46, Ps. 37
11/20
2 Ki. 1, 2 Th. 1,
Dn. 5, Ps. 46, Ps.
47
11/27
2 Ki. 8, 1 Tm. 5,
Dn. 12, Ps. 56, Ps.
57

11/26
2 Ki. 7, 1 Tm. 4,
Dn. 11, Ps. 55

Teaching Series for November
•
•
•
•

November 7: Part XXVIII – “Debrief #3 – The Disciples” (John 6:59-71)
November 14: Veteran’s Appreciation Sunday – Part XXIX – “The Teaching of Jesus” (John 7:1-39)
November 21: Community Thanksgiving Celebration – “Count Your Many Blessings” (Psalm 75:1-10)
November 28: First Sunday of Advent – Part 30 – “Reaction to the Guy from Bethlehem” (John 7:40-53)

COVID-19 Notice

Following the recommendations of the State of Oregon,
the Pastoral Staff and Executive Committee of First Baptist
Church of Portland are asking all individuals attending
our worship services to wear masks or face coverings in the
sanctuary. If you have questions, please contact a member of
the Pastoral Staff or the Executive Committee. We want to
thank everyone for your help since the pandemic began, as
we adapted and learned together.
Page 3

The Trumpeter

November 2021

Cambodian Ministry News

“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest
if we do not give up.” —Galatians 6:9
The ministry of the good news is always vital for us
as Christians in all circumstances. The pandemic may
slow us down in reaching out to the lost, but it could
not stop us from doing what God wants us to do.
We are so glad for coming to worship the Lord each
Sunday! It enriches our souls differently during this
pandemic. The Sunday school attenders are so active,
engaging in the scriptures, and see that God is working
in our lives weekly during this time.
Each week, during fellowship hour, we share
prayers requests and the news in our community. I
also give thanks to our God for the generosity of our
active members who brought snacks for breakfast and
the fruits from their yards to share as well. That is
the opportunity to serve one another as much as we
can. Our Wednesday Bible study at 7:00 pm (resumed
in October) is going well. As we come to the church
before the Lord each week, we remember in our prayer
the loss of our members’ relatives in differing and
Page 4

unique situations. Sotheary Meas lost her husband
in August, Serey and Damres lost their mother in
September, Bruce Anderson lost his brother in October.
We are comforted knowing that they are with their
Lord and Savior because they were believers. This
November, we are looking towards a great fellowship
of our church for Thanksgiving dinner in a unique
way during this pandemic. We do not give up on this
spiritual fellowship as our Lord strengthens us to do.
For the Cambodian children’s ministry during
this rainy season, a tree fell down between both sides
of the activity buildings. There was no damage to
the property or damage to any people at our center.
We made arrangements with a tree service to clear it
out. The Covid-19 lockdown is on and off due to the
spread of the virus. Children are coming to play at the
playground as their parents and the community allow
them to come. We provided service and protected
them to the best of our ability during this pandemic.
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Please pray for their families as they struggle through a
difficult time, and also for our staff. I thank you all for
continuing to support this ministry event through the
Bottledrop project. Our Bottledrop project started in
July this year, and up to date, there is $464 raised for
this period. Special thanks for your effort! To God Be
the Glory! May the Lord continue to bless you, keep
you, and grant his healing touch upon you and the
family! May you also have a blessed Thanksgiving!
— Pastor Peter
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Attitude of Gratitude 2021
People who regularly practice gratitude live longer
lives, sleep better, and are overall healthier. Despite
the challenges of this past year, there is much to be
thankful for.

Vaccination
Before it became a divisive
political marker, the development
of covid vaccines was a scientific
accomplishment. Developed in
record time by dedicated scientists,
these vaccinations greatly eased the
stress of people like myself who had
lost loved ones to the disease and
were nervous to contract it. Although we are not out
of the woods yet, this was a great step towards the new
horizon.

New Staff
This year our church took a big leap forward in its
music offerings. With the hiring of both Daniel and
Edith, we have a unique and talented pair of musical
contributors. The blended service we have continued
this year aims to reach different ages and musical tastes
while remaining thematically consistent. This is not an
easy thing to do, which is why I am thankful we are in
such capable hands.

We have also hired a Youth Director to pick up the
baton I left behind as I moved into young adult ministry.
Calvin Taylor is a familiar face to those who were here
when he was an energetic and enthusiastic youth. I trust
he will bring that energy and enthusiasm (along with his
strong faith) to J.13, the FBC Youth Group.
Page 6

Lightning Round
Pastor Matt for his leadership and support.
Pastor Peter for his commitment and
inspiration.
Levi, Christian, and Peter for help in the
booth.
Terry, Vicki, and Pat for stepping in
without hesitation.
Christiana and Richard for showing great strength
when weakened.
And...
Renee and
Brian for more
than I can list
in a hundred
Trumpeter
Articles, but
particularly for the laughs.

Loyalty and Dedication of FBC
Lastly, I want to thank the membership of First Baptist for
their unrelenting commitment to their church. Whether it
was faithfully driving up to receive communion, jumping
back into ushering or ministry team roles, or helping
out whenever they see a need (Like Undie Sunday), the
members of this church are dedicated and reliable. For
that I am humbled, and I thank you.

How will you practice an attitude of gratitude this
season?
—Pastor Chris

SUNDAY

MONDAY

1

31
11:00 am:
Pastor and Staff
Appreciation Sunday

NOVEMBER
TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

2

3

12:00 pm:
The Path Life Group

7:00 pm:
Sermon-Based Life Group

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

4

5

6

12

13

1:00 pm:
J.13 Youth Mission

8

7
1:00 pm:
J.13 Youth Mission

9

10

11

12:00 pm:
The Path Life Group

7:00 pm:
Sermon-Based Life Group

7:00 pm:
EPC Meeting

16

17

18

19

20

12:00 pm:
The Path Life Group

7:00 pm:
Sermon-Based Life Group

25

26

27

3

4

7:00–9:00 pm:
Worship Meeting

14

15

11:00 am:
Veteran Appreciation
Sunday

7:00 pm
Diaconate Meeting

1:00 pm:
J.13 Youth Mission

22

21
11:00 am:
Thanksgiving Sunday

23

24

12:00 pm:
The Path Life Group

7:00 pm:
Sermon-Based Life Group

FBC office closed

1:00 pm:
J.13 Youth Mission
Trumpeter content due

29

28
1:00 pm:
J.13 Youth Mission

THANKSGIVING

2

30

1

12:00 pm:
The Path Life Group

7:00 pm:
Sermon-Based Life Group

6:00 pm:
Christmas Craft Night

FIRST SUNDAY
OF ADVENT

SUNDAY

8:45 am: Morning Prayer Service in Fellowship Hall
10:00 am: Khmer Sunday School
10:00 am: “The Path” Life Group
11:00 am: Worship Service, online and in-person
Cambodian language, Rose Chapel
Children’s Church
for ages 4 through 6th Grade
Nursery Care Available Ages: 0-3
1:00 pm: J.13 Regional Youth Mission, Youth Room

MONDAY—SUNDAY

6:00 – 8:00 am: Eye Opener (AA meeting)

MONDAY & THURSDAY

1:30 – 3:00 pm: Drop-In Center

TUESDAY

12:00 pm: The Path Life Group (in-person and online)

WEDNESDAY

10:00 am: 1 Peter 3:15 Initiative (Downtown Clean-Up)
7:00 pm: Sermon-based Life Group
7:00 pm: Cambodian Bible Study, via Zoom

FRIDAY
Office closed

2021 ANNUAL THEME: JESUS BRINGS NEW LIFE
“According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead…” (1 Peter 1:3b)

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
909 SW 11th Avenue
Portland, OR 97205-2099
(503) 228-7465
address service requested

YOU ARE INVITED
VETERAN
APPRECIATION
SUNDAY

THANKSGIVING
SUNDAY
November 21, 2021
at 11:00 am

November 14, 2021
at 11:00 am

Meal following the services. All are welcome.

