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“He Set His
Face to Go
to Jerusalem”

Jesus took the Twelve aside and told them, “We are going up to
Jerusalem, and everything that is written by the prophets about the
Son of Man will be fulfilled. He will be handed over to the Gentiles.
They will mock him, insult him, spit on him, flog him and kill him.
On the third day he will rise again.”
(Luke 18:31-33, NIV)
At the end of the eighteenth chapter of Luke’s gospel,
Jesus takes his disciples aside to reveal to them some very
important information. I can imagine he might have put
his hand on their shoulders, and looked them straight in
the eye, to really get their attention. And likewise, as we
celebrate Holy Week and the Easter Season this April, I
believe the Lord also wants to really get our attention.
And the information Jesus had for the disciples was
nothing new. He had shared it with them already many
times ever since he had “set his face to go to Jerusalem”
(Luke 9:51). So, it was more of a reminder—a very serious
reminder of the core and ultimate purpose of his mission
on earth.
And as we think about the month of April here at
FBC, it is interesting to point out that, in this passage,

Jesus told his disciples about three very key events that
were about to take place.
First, he told them “We are going up to Jerusalem.”
This is an event known later on in the Gospel narrative as
“The Triumphal Entry” (see Luke 19:28–44). Together,
we too celebrated this day as we “re-gathered” on Palm
Sunday, March 28. Things were a bit different from
what some of us remember of FBC. Our amazing staff
and volunteer teams worked tirelessly to prepare for the
day, following protocols to make the worship experience
healthy for all who attended in-person. Our fantastic
usher team guided us safely into and out of the building,
reminding us of the importance to maintain social
distancing. It was our first official “hybrid” service, where
Continued on page 2
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technology empowered us to connect with people in three
different modes: In-person, online, and via CD recording.
There was deep sense of joy among those gathered as we
celebrated that “surely the presence of the Lord is in this
place” (See Genesis 27:16). Though we wore masks as we
worshipped, you could almost see the smiles on the faces
of those gathered!
Second, Jesus told the disciples that he would “be
handed over to the Gentiles [who would] mock him, insult
him, spit on him, flog him and kill him.” This somber
reality is an event we must commemorate as people who
follow Christ, because the cross is at the very heart of our
faith and who we are as believers. To help us celebrate
this reality and to also see the connections between the
Passover Feast and Easter, you are invited to join us
on Thursday, April 1, at 7:00 pm for a special “Zoom
Maundy Thursday Service”. (Watch your email for a Zoom
invite or contact the Church Office to learn more).

Third, Jesus told them that “On the third day he
will rise again.” For Christians, there can be no more
significant event than the fact that our Lord, Jesus Christ,
rose from the grave! And so, Resurrection Sunday, on
April 4, will be a day of great joy and very appropriate
celebration. We will join together in a joyful celebration,
praising the risen Savior in song and proclamation of the
Gospel. You will be welcome to attend this special time of
worship either in-person or online.
It is my hope that as we reflect on these and other
events that took place during Holy Week, we would
in a way insert ourselves in the story, growing in our
understanding of the Lord’s sacrifice, his love for us, and
the significance of his suffering, death, resurrection, and
victory for our personal lives and our mission together as
God’s people.
Connected in Christ,
—Pastor Matt
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news and information
Re-Gathering Update
We are grateful to be able to “re-gather” as a church
family, in-person! Our ministry will from now on
be following a “hybrid” model, offering people the
opportunity to choose between participating in FBC
events either in-person or online.
Please note that the live-stream of our church
services will still be provided every Sunday for those
who prefer to attend church from home. The CD
ministry will also continue indefinitely.
“Drive-Up Communion” will still be offered on
April 4, from 8:30 am–9:30 am as we go through this
time of transition and seek to meet the spiritual needs
of the various members of our church family.
A detailed “COVID-19 Protocol” document has
been adopted by leadership. Please remember to wear
your mask to church and maintain social-distancing!

THANK YOU to our supporters,
volunteers, and staff!
We continue to be so grateful to our church family
for your generosity in supporting the work of FBC
during the pandemic. We are thankful for the tithes
and offerings you send through your bank, by sending
a check in the mail, or by using the online giving
feature on our website (fbc-portland.org).
We are also grateful to the multitude of staff
and volunteers who have been working very hard
to prepare our church for re-gathering and hybrid
ministry. So much has been done, behind-the-scenes,
to prepare FBC for a safe and healthy ministry during
this time. Thank you all!
—FBC Executive Committee

Teaching Series for April

Please wait
to be seated
•

PLEASE ONLY
SIT ON
YELLOW DOTS

Reminder:
Masks are required
and please observe
social distancing

•
•
•

April 4 – Easter Sunday – Part XI:
“Born Into New Life!” (John 3:4-8)
April 11 – Rededication Worship Jam –
“Re-Gathering” (Nehemiah 8:1-12)
April 18 – Part XII:
“Believing For New Life!” (John 3:9-15)
April 25 – Part XIII:
“Receiving New Life!” (John 3:16-21)

2021 ANNUAL THEME:

Jesus brings new life
“According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be
born again to a living hope through the resurrection
of Jesus Christ from the dead…” —1 Peter 1:3b

Continued on page 4
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Mission PDX
We are everyday people
LOOKING UP to God for meaning in life;
REACHING OUT across cultural boundaries with the
hope of Jesus;
RAISING UP a generation in the way of Jesus;
LIVING AS FAMILY, different though we may be; and
SERVING TOGETHER for the good of others.

FBC Rededication Worship Jam
“All the people came together as one”
(Nehemiah 8:1–12)
April 11, 10:45 am

Join us for a weekly Youth Group program via Zoom,
for all students in 6th–12th grade, led by Community
Youth Pastor, Visal Sok. See old friends from church
and meet new ones from other churches in our area.
If you need any help, just contact the church office.

Drive-Up Communion

Sunday, April 4, 8:30–9:30 am
EXIT
Drive-up, walk-up, or otherwise
get yourself downtown to join
us as we celebrate communion
together in the parking lot on
April 4, 2021. We are offering
this ministry the first Sunday
of every month, rain, snow, or shine, until the pandemic
DRIVE-UP
subsides.
See you at the Lord’s Table! (Social-distancing
precautions will be taken in order to ensure everyone’s
COMMUNION
health and safety.)

Join us in-person or online at 10:45 am on April 11, for
a special time or worship, prayer, and rededication. The
service will feature familiar and favorite hymns and songs
of worship of various styles, along with an encouraging
message of hope as we look toward the future of mission
and ministry together! (After the service, don’t forget
to tune in for our Quarterly Ministry Update at 12:30
pm either in-person or via Zoom—watch your email for
more information.)

FBC Quarterly Ministry Update
April 11, 2021, 12:30 pm
Let’s celebrate what God is doing among us! We will
have our FBC Quarterly Ministry Update as a Zoom
call Sunday, April 11, after the church service (Approx.
12:30 PM). All are invited to attend. Instructions
including the Zoom link will be sent via email. If you
have trouble connecting to the meeting, contact one of
our pastoral staff. For those who prefer to attend inperson, that option will also be available.

2021 Easter Offering
By now, many of you have received a letter in the mail
explaining that this year’s Easter offering is going toward
the Cambodian Children Ministry. To learn more about
this vital ministry, please visit ccmnews.org.
Continued on page 9
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From the desk of the Associate Pastor:
A Conversation about Resurrection
Sometimes the left side of my brain, which loves facts and
certainty, has a conversation with the right side of side brain,
which prefers concepts and abstract thought. What follows is
one of those conversations.
Left Side of Brain (LSB): Do you believe in resurrection?
Right Side of Brain
(RSB): Of Course. One
only need look at this
season of spring to see new
life being brought forth
from death. New buds
sprout from trees that were
formerly lifeless; fertile
soil uses dead leaves and
animals to create live-giving
food. Resurrection is all
around us.
LSB: Let me be more
specific. Do you believe in
the resurrection of Jesus?
RSB: Oh, I see what you are trying to do. Look at it this
way: Romans 6:23 says, “The wages of sin is death, but
the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus.” The first part
of that verse is pretty obviously true. Anyone who lives a
life of sin, of selfishness and destruction, will find their
life to be insufficient at best and lethal at worst. Surely
there must be an alternative. The question you are asking
is do I believe in the second part of the verse. And I do.
For I have seen people pulled from the brink of addiction,
depression, and empty self-fulfillment through their faith
in Jesus. I have seen new life in their eyes and in their
lives. I have seen resurrection.
LSB: That is all well and good, but do you believe in the
resurrection of Jesus, the physical, bodily resurrection
of Jesus.

RSB: OK, you want to talk historical Jesus. What is
interesting is the earliest manuscripts of Mark, considered
by many to be the earliest gospel writings, make no
mention of the resurrection. Modern translations will
still make efforts to note this (check your footnotes). I
believe it is because Jews at the time regarded the sacrifice
of an Unblemished Soul to be sufficient. If that is the
case, then one could
regard the entire life of
Jesus to be a sacrifice
since so much was
given up before he was
even born. Consider
Philippians 2:6–7
where is reads even
Jesus “Who, being in
very nature God, did
not consider equality
with God something
to be used to his own
advantage; rather, he
made himself nothing by
taking the very nature
of a servant, being made in human likeness.” God became
human for our sakes. That is an incredible sacrifice.
LSB: You make an interesting point, but you are still
not answering my question. Do you believe that Jesus
in human form resurrected from the dead, appeared to
multiple people, and ascended into heaven?
RSB: Let me ask you this, do you believe in God? Do you
believe that God can do anything?
LSB: Sure. God is God.
RSB: If God can do anything, it's conceivable God could
be the power behind a bodily resurrection.
Continued on page 8
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Cambodian Ministry News

"With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of
the Lord Jesus. And God's grace was so powerfully at work in them all."
— Acts

As we continue to celebrate Easter in our daily life, we
are reminded of the precious promises God has granted
to us through the resurrection of our Lord and Saviour,
Jesus Christ. With that great power entrusted to us,
we confidentially proclaim the good news here in our
community and beyond. The Cambodian children need
this living hope, available through our love, support,
and the abundant grace from our living God. This is a
great and powerful witness!
I am very excited to see our members in-person
once again as we resume our re-gathering ministries
at church. I trust our church leadership, in all areas,
as to when we may welcome church members to
the worship services in this safe environment. The
Continued on page 8
Page 6
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ដំណឹងសំរាប់ពួកជំនុំខ្មែរ

ខព្រះគម្ពីរប្រចាំខ្រ គឺព្រះគម្ពីរ កិច្ចការ ៤ៈ៣៣ ពួកសាវ័កក៏
ធ្វើបន្ទ្រល់ដោយព្រះច្រសាដ៏
្ត្រ ធំ ពីដំណើរដ្រលព្រះអម្ច្រស់

យ្រស៊ូវមនព្រះជន្មរស់ឡើងវិញ ហើយមនព្រះគុណជាធំ

សណ្ឋិតលើគ្រទាំងអស់គ្ន្រដ្ររ។ សូមព្រះប្រទានពរដល់ពួក

ជំនុំយើងក្នុងព្រលបុណ្រយព្រះទ្រង់មនព្រះជន្មរស់ឡើងវិញ។

សូមពួកជំនុំយើងបន្តរការធ្វើបន្ទ្រល់រាល់ថ្ង្រពីការរស់់ឡើងវិញ
របស់ព្រះន្រយើង។ ពួកជំនុំព្រះវិហារយើងបានបើកឡើង

វិញនូវការថ្វ្រយបង្គំព្រះផ្តល់ពីថ្ង្រអាទិត្រយទី២៨ខ្រ៣ន្រះទៅ។
ឯការងារព្រះនៅមណ្ឌលកូនក្ម្រងស្រុកខ្ម្ររមនសកម្មភាព

ខុសពីខ្រមុនៗបន្តិច ដោយព្រ្រះជំងឺខូរ៉ូណាបានរាលដាល

ខ្ល្រំងឡើងៗ ហើយការបិទសាលារៀនក៏ច្រះត្រមនជាបន្តៗ

ផងដ្ររ។ ដូច្ន្រះយើងមនការប្រយ័ត្នក្នុងការប្រជុំពួកជំនុំនិង
កូនក្ម្រងតាមច្របាប់របស់ឃុំស្រុកផងដ្ររ។ ជាមួយគ្ន្រខ្រក្ត្រ

នៅឆ្ន្រំន្រះបានសម្ល្រប់មន់ទាជាច្រើន ហើយមន់របស់យើង
ក៏បានសា្ល្រប់ជិតអស់ផងដ្ររ។ ដោយព្រ្រះស្រចក្តីខ្វះខត

របស់អ្នកភូមិស្រុកដ្រលនៅជិតមណ្ឌលរបស់យើងដោយសារ

ជំងឺខូរ៉ណាន្រះ មណ្ឌលយើងបន្តរនូវការផ្រសាយដំណឹងល្អតាម
ផ្ទះ។ មនគ្រួសារលោកយាយម្ន្រក់ជាស្រ្តីម្រម៉្រយដ្រលមន
កូនប្រុសពោះម៉្រយដ្រលឈឺពីភាពជាកម្មករសំណង់ គត់

មនកូនតូច៣នក់ អ្នកទាំង៥នៅក្នុងគ្រួសារត្រមួយមនផ្ទះ
ខ្ទមតូច១នៅលើដីរបស់លោកក្រប្ររវត្ត។ យើងបានរៀនព្រះ

បន្ទូលជាមួយគ្រួសារគត់ អធិសា្ឋ្រន ព្រមទាំងជូនលុយដល់

គត់សំរាប់ថ្ន្រំទិញផងដ្ររ។ ខ្ញុំសូមអរគុណដល់ពួកជំនុំយើង
ទាំងអស់ក្នុងការគំទ្រការងារព្រះនៅទីន្រះ និងនៅស្រុកខ្ម្ររ
ផងដ្ររ។ សូមព្រះបានដំកើងឡើងតាមការងារទាំងនោះ!
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Continued from page 5
LSB: Sure, it's conceivable, but do you believe
it happened?
RSB: Well obviously I cannot know, but I do not need
to. Knowing for sure would not fundamentally change
my belief about who Jesus was, what he did, or His
significance in the world and in my life. If I found out
today that the entire resurrection was made up, it would
not change how I feel or what I believe. Because my faith
is not based on whether or not history is accurate in its
Continued from page 7
Cambodian ministry is conducting our hybrid Sunday
school class in the Rose Chapel and continue to have
a combined sanctuary worship service. We thank
our God for their active involvement in the livestream services, even though they couldn’t come to
be with us at church. For over a year meeting over
Zoom and staying home for safety from the Covid-19,
we are grateful for the Lord for his loving care and
protection, and everyone is safe in His mighty hand.
In Cambodia, during this pandemic, it is the
opposite to U.S. in terms of the spread of Covid-19.
They use lockdown methods more often in certain
areas of the country due to widespread severity of the
virus. In March, the children’s center activities have
been slowed down as a percautionary measure as well
as to follow government regulation.
Also, due in part to the extreme summer temperatures,
animal diseases killed our chickens and geese.
Commercial animal production facilities have lost
so much money due to disease, along with a weakened
global economy. The children’s center staff have been
maintaining safety guidelines to protect our children
when coming to receive the center's benefits. As the
pandemic continues to hurt the poor villagers in the
community, we started to reach out to them and
provided them funds to assist their medical needs and
food for their families.
There is a widowed family: the mother is 70,
living with a son, who is also a widower, and his three
small children. This father is sick from laboring at
Page 8
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telling. My faith is based on what is in my heart and what
I know to be true for me.
LSB: Well, I do believe. I believe that Jesus’s life was
so great and his love so powerful, it could not be
contained by a singular death. I believe His resurrection
was a powerful witness to the everlasting and immense
power of God.
RSB: That's sufficient for me.
— Pastor Chris
the construction company, without a pension and
medical assistant. As we bring the gospel to them and
pray with them, we continue to monitor their family
situation, which is part of our children’s ministry;
reaching out to their parents and providing financial
and spiritual support for the entire family.
Once again, I am so grateful for our loving Lord
that First Baptist Church designated the 2021
Easter offering to support this children's ministry
to sustain our annual budget. CCM board members
both here and in Cambodia want to deeply thank
you all for your generosity in giving to the Easter
offering! Please continue to pray for and support our
ministry staff in the mission field as we use your gifts
to support the children, and their families, for Christ.
May the Lord richly bless you and keep you all safe as
you all serve Him faithfully!
— Pastor Peter
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4/11
Ex. 22, Jn. 1,
Jb. 40, 2 Co. 10
4/18
Ex. 29, Jn. 8,
Pr. 5, Ga. 4
4/25
Ex. 36, Jn. 15,
Pr. 12, Ep. 5

4/5
Ex. 16, Lk. 19,
Jb. 34, 2 Co. 4
4/12
Ex. 23, Jn. 2,
Jb. 41, 2 Co. 11
4/19
Ex. 30, Jn. 9,
Pr. 6, Ga. 5
4/26
Ex. 37, Jn. 16,
Pr. 13, Ep. 6

4/6
Ex. 17, Lk. 20,
Jb. 35, 2 Co. 5
4/13
Ex. 24, Jn. 3,
Jb. 42, 2 Co. 12
4/20
Ex. 31, Jn. 10,
Pr. 7, Ga. 6
4/27
Ex. 38, Jn. 17,
Pr. 14, Ph. 1

4/7
Ex. 18, Lk. 21,
Jb. 36, 2 Co. 6
4/14
Ex. 25, Jn. 4,
Pr. 1, 2 Co. 13
4/21
Ex. 32, Jn. 11,
Pr. 8, Ep. 1
4/28
Ex. 39, Jn. 18,
Pr. 15, Ph. 2

“2021 ANNUAL How
THEME: JESUS
PSA – Be aware:
to BRINGS
spotNEW
a LIFE.”
vaccine scam

4. Ignore sales ads for the vaccine. The vaccine is only
Unfortunately, older adults and others who are awaiting
“According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of
available
through
vaccine appointments can fall prey Jesus
to scammers.
Christ from the dead…”
(1 Peter
1:3b) federal or state partners. You
cannot buy it anywhere.
Though there have not been reports of this sort of
scam happening in Oregon, Attorney General Ellen
5. Nobody legitimate will call, text or email about the
Rosenblum released information
ask
Security number,
[REPEATtoThelp
HE Cpeople
OMMUavoid
NITY YOUTH GRvaccine
OUP ADand
FRO
M for
JANyour
UARYSocial
]
being the target of fraud regarding COVID-19 vaccines.
bank account information or credit card number.
Here are six tips on how to spot a vaccine scam:
6. You are not required to provide a Social Security
number when registering for a vaccine appointment.
1. You cannot pay to get early access to the vaccine. If
someone calls to offer an appointment for a payment,
Please share these tips with your friends and family,
it is a scam.
and if you know a senior who is not tech-savvy, offer to
help them get an appointment for their vaccine — and
2. Do not pay to sign up for the COVID-19 vaccine.
Anyone who wants money to put you on a list, make then, help them find a way to get to the appointment.
an appointment for you, or reserve a spot in line is a
If you have information, or think you may have fallen
scammer.
victim, to a fraud or scam contact the Oregon Department
of Justice online at www.oregonconsumer.gov, or call the
3. Worried about cost? If you are uninsured, on
Medicare, an employer plan, private insurance, or the Attorney General’s Consumer Complaint Hotline
at 877-877-9392.
Oregon Health Plan, you do not have to pay to get
the vaccine. That is a scam.
— healthoregon.org/coronavirus
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

29

28

APRIL

TUESDAY

30

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

1

31

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

2

3

9

10

16

17

23

24

30

1

7:00 pm:
Maundy Thursday
Service via Zoom

12:00 pm:
The Path Bible study

MAUNDY THURSDAY

5

4

6

8

7

12:00 pm:
The Path Bible study

6:00–7:00 pm:
EPC Meeting

7:00–9:00 pm:
Worship Meeting

6:00 pm:
Comm. Youth Group
via Zoom

EASTER

11

12

18

13

15

14

12:00 pm:
The Path Bible study

10:45 am:
Rededication
Worship Jam
12:30 pm:
Qrtly Ministry Update

19

20

6:00 pm:
Comm. Youth Group
via Zoom

22

21

6:00 pm:
Comm. Youth Group
via Zoom

12:00 pm:
The Path Bible study

Trumpeter content due

25

26

27

29

28

6:00 pm:
Comm. Youth Group
via Zoom

12:00 pm:
The Path Bible study

WE WILL RETURN TO OUR REGULAR SCHEDULE WHEN REGULATIONS PERMIT US TO DO SO.

SUNDAY

WEDNESDAY

8:45 am: Contemporary Service
9:30 am: Khmer Sunday School via Zoom
10:00 am: Sunday School for all ages
10:45 am: Khmer Devotional, online at fbc-portland.org
11:00 am: Worship Service, online at fbc-portland.org
Cambodian language, Rose Chapel
Children’s Church
for ages 3 through 7th Grade

5:45 pm: Wednesday Night Dinner
7:00 pm: Sermon-based Bible Study online
7:30 pm: Choir rehearsal (September – June)
8:00 pm: Khmer Bible Study via Zoom

MONDAY—SUNDAY

FRIDAY

6:00 – 8:00 am: Eye Opener (AA meeting)

MONDAY & THURSDAY

2:00 – 4:00 pm: Drop-In Center

TUESDAY

5:30 pm: Dinner + A Movie

THURSDAY
6:00 pm: Community Youth Group via Zoom
7:00 - 8:00 pm: Downtowners (AA meeting)
Office closed
6:00 pm: FOCUS
Events in grey are postponed until further notice.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
909 SW 11th Avenue
Portland, OR 97205-2099
(503) 228-7465
address service requested

Join us online SUNDAY
for livestream at 11:00 AM

Facebook.com/firstbaptistportland
Service available on
at 2:30 pm
tinyurl.com/firstbaptistportland

