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The Apostle Paul was no stranger to feelings of loneliness 
and isolation. Having developed deep friendships with 
the people in the churches he ministered to, he often 
found himself longing to be with them in-person after 
his circumstances required him to leave them. Hence the 
deeply personal and emotional tone of the epistles. 

His first letter to the Thessalonians is no exception to 
this. He described the sadness of his separation from them 
as having been “orphaned.” He found himself in a state of 
“intense longing” to see his friends again. It felt to him as 
though his family had been torn apart. In other words—
he missed them! 

Sound familiar? 
We have been in a similar situation, not only at 

First Baptist, but at local churches around the world, as 
the Body of Christ has been forced by the COVID-19 
pandemic to adapt our methods to continue ministering 
safely in a changing world. Surely, the steps we have 
taken have helped to slow the spread of the virus and now 
that the vaccine is being administered, there is hope of 
a slow but sure return to normalcy in society. Not only 
that, but this whole situation has challenged us, in a very 
positive way, to reexamine our approach to just about 
everything—helping us to grow along the way. 

Keeping these things in mind, the Diaconate Board 
has been prayerfully discussing plans to expand our 
Sunday morning ministry to include more participants 
in-person.  We have decided to use a “hybrid approach,” 
offering our worship services both in-person and online 
simultaneously. This will make it so that those who wish 
to gather in-person can do so while those who prefer to 
worship from home can do so as well. We have made 
a purposeful decision to stay away from the term "re-
opening" because the truth is, we never closed! 

Here is the basic timeline that will guide our process:
Sunday, March 14 - We will have a "dry run" 

with ushers and cleaning volunteers present at church 
to practice all protocols that will be necessary when we 
expand our ministry. The goal is also to have all A/V 
equipment in the balcony by this time. (Currently, 
much of our A/V equipment is on the main floor of the 
sanctuary). 

Sunday, March 21 - Since all A/V equipment will 
by this time be in the balcony, this will be the day we "go 
live" with live-streaming from the balcony. There will be 
no additional people in the building this day other than 
members of the "Skeleton Crew."

Continued on page 2

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
909 SW 11th Avenue
Portland, OR 97205-2099
(503) 228-7465

address service requested

Facebook.com/firstbaptistportland

tinyurl.com/firstbaptistportland
Service available on                    at 2:30 pm

Join us online SUNDAY
for livestream at 11:00 AM

“But, brothers and sisters, 
when we were orphaned by 
being separated from you 

for a short time (in person, 
not in thought), out of our 
intense longing we made 
every effort to see you.”  
—1 Thessalonians 2:17, niV
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Trumpeter content due

12:00 pm:  
  The Path Bible study

7:00–9:00 pm:  
  Worship Meeting

7:00 pm:  
  Foundation Meeting

12:00 pm:  
  The Path Bible study

12:00 pm:  
  The Path Bible study
  (cancelled)

11:00 am:  
 Expansion Day

English Bible study is 
cancelled

12:00 pm:  
  The Path Bible study

7:00–11:00 pm:  
  Diaconate Meeting

6:00–7:00 pm:  
  EPC Meeting

6:00 pm: 
 Comm. Youth Group
 via Zoom

6:00 pm: 
 Comm. Youth Group
 via Zoom

6:00 pm: 
 Comm. Youth Group
 via Zoom

6:00 pm: 
 Comm. Youth Group
 via Zoom

6:00 pm: 
 Comm. Youth Group
 via Zoom
7:00 pm:
 Maundy Thursday  
 Zoom Service

SUNDAY 
8:45 am: Contemporary Service
9:30 am: Khmer Sunday School via Zoom
10:00 am: Sunday School for all ages
10:45 am: Khmer Devotional, online at fbc-portland.org 
11:00 am: Worship Service, online at fbc-portland.org
 Cambodian language, Rose Chapel  
 Children’s Church
 for ages 3 through 7th Grade

MONDAY—SUNDAY 
6:00 – 8:00 am: Eye Opener (AA meeting)

MONDAY & THURSDAY 
2:00 – 4:00 pm: Drop-In Center

TUESDAY 
5:30 pm: Dinner + A Movie

WEDNESDAY 

5:45 pm: Wednesday Night Dinner 
7:00 pm: Sermon-based Bible Study online
7:30 pm: Choir rehearsal (September – June)
8:00 pm: Khmer Bible Study via Zoom 

THURSDAY 

6:00 pm: Community Youth Group via Zoom 
7:00 - 8:00 pm: Downtowners (AA meeting)

FRIDAY 
Office closed 
6:00 pm:  FOCUS
Events in grey are postponed until further notice.
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The Trumpeter is published twelve times a year  
(January – December). Find us on the web:  
www.fbc-portland.org and www.ccmnews.org
The next Trumpeter deadline is March 22, 2021.  
Please send submissions to jchastain@fbc-portland.org

Matt Toupin — Senior Pastor
Peter Im — Cambodian Ministries 
Chris Shade — Associate Pastor 
Daniel Plesha — Worship Music Director 
Visal Sok — Community Youth Pastor 
Cathy Francis — Business Administrator
Pat Forrester — Facilities Manager 
Jason Chastain — Assistant Business Administrator
Kathleen Chastain — Receptionist

Ester Mejias ............................................................... 3/5
Glory Prom ............................................................... 3/7
Norm Lawson ...........................................................3/9
Jessica Jenkins ......................................................... 3/10
Gabe Velasquez ........................................................3/11
Sam Luy .................................................................. 3/13
Joe Casper ............................................................... 3/15
Julie Leback ............................................................. 3/15
Carol Ratzlaf ............................................................3/21
Austin DeChon .......................................................3/22

Megan Johnson ....................................................... 3/25
Don Parham ...........................................................3/28
Jean Alviar...............................................................3/28
Maddie Newton ......................................................3/30
Sharon Young ..........................................................3/30
Saran Sajulan ..........................................................3/30

Please let the office know if there are names missing from 
this list. We strive for accuracy in our member database.

Member Birthdays

WE WILL RETURN TO OUR REGULAR SCHEDULE WHEN REGULATIONS PERMIT US TO DO SO.
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Sunday, March 28 - Re-Gathering Sunday.  On this 
day, we will welcome members of the congregation who 
are NOT part of the "Skeleton Crew" to join us for in-
person worship, if they are comfortable doing so.  Ushers 
and cleaning volunteers will ensure we follow our COVID 
protocol strictly.  All worshippers will be required to wear 
a mask in order to enter the building. This is also Palm 
Sunday.

Sunday, April 4 - Easter Sunday.  Both our Palm 
Sunday and Easter Sunday services will follow the same 
basic format as that of our current live-stream services. 
The church will open for people to come in at 10:30am. 
The Khmer language devotional will take place in the 
sanctuary from 10:45-11am. The English service will start 
at 11am. Ushers will greet you at one designated point of 
entry on 12th street. Then, after the service, ushers will 
dismiss you and direct you to the designated exit. For 
now, there will only be one worship service featuring a 
“blended” style. In the interest of public health, there will 
be no coffee hour after the services, nor will there be an 
Easter brunch this year. 

For now, we will be limiting gathering size for our 
FBC worship services to 150 people. We anticipate that 
many people will continue to worship online from home 
for a while and as such, we believe it will be easy for us to 
keep our gathering size under that level. 

I am certain many of you will have questions about 
this timeline and wonder how it will all work.  That is 
why I wanted to inform you of this plan as soon as I 
could.  Moving forward with re-gathering will require 
certain conditions to be met first, including the availability 
of volunteers.  If you have questions or concerns about 
re-gathering or if you would like to volunteer to be part of 
the ushering and cleaning teams, please just reach out to 
me directly. Please continue to pray for us as we embark 
on this journey of safe and healthy transition. 

Looking forward to worshipping with you, whether 
online or in-person,

—Pastor Matt

Continued from page 1

Please note: The Quarterly Business Meeting has 
been moved to Sunday, April 11.
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2021 Annual Theme: Drive-Up Communion
Sunday, March 7, 8:30–9:30 am

Drive-up, walk-up, or otherwise 
get yourself downtown to join 
us as we celebrate communion 
together in the parking lot on 
March 7, 2021. We are offering 
this ministry the first Sunday 

of every month, rain, snow, or shine, until the pandemic 
subsides. See you at the Lord’s Table! (Social-distancing 
precautions will be taken in order to ensure everyone’s 
health and safety.) 
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Welcome to:
“The Path”

“The Path” is a community of people who are interested in reading the Bible together—some for the
1st time and others for the 21st time.  Some of us are reading the entire Bible in 1 year, some are
reading it in 2 years, some are reading it in 4 years, and others are reading it only every once in a
while.  

We use something called the M’Cheyne reading plan, developed by an 18th-century Scottish pastor.
Yes, it’s sort of old-school.  The plan is available through the free “YouVersion” app. on smartphones.
Depending on how quickly you want to read the Bible, people can read either 1, 2, or 4 chapters a day
in order to reach their goal.  

For those who want to dig deeper,  “The Path”  also offers  a weekly  conversation  group on most
Tuesdays at noon.  We talk about whatever the Scripture of the day happens to be on that day.  You
can join the conversation via Zoom or in-person at First Baptist Church of Portland (upstairs above the
Fellowship Hall in the “Zoom Room”.  

To join us on “The Path” today, just contact Matt Toupin [Insert email Link] and he can get you set up
on your smartphone.  

“The Path” meets every Tuesday at 12pm.  Join us at the following Zoom link:  [Insert Zoom Link]

“The Path” Readings for March 2021 (Choose 1, 2, or 4 Each Day)
3/1

Gn. 30, Mk. 1,
Es. 6, Ro. 1

3/2
Gn. 31, Mk. 2, 

Es. 7, Ro. 2

3/3
Gn. 32, Mk. 3,

Es. 8, Ro. 3

3/4
Gn. 33, Mk. 4,
Es. 9-10, Ro. 4

3/5
Gn. 34, Mk. 5, Jb. 1,

Ro. 5

3/6
Gn. 35-36, Mk.

6, 
Jb. 2, Ro. 6

3/7
Gn. 37, Mk. 7, 

Jb. 3, Ro. 7

3/8
Gn. 38, Mk. 8,

Jb. 4, Ro. 8

3/9
Gn. 39, Mk. 9, 

Jb. 5, Ro. 9

3/10
Gn. 40, Mk. 10,

Jb. 6, Ro. 10

3/11
Gn. 41, Mk. 11,

Jb. 7, Ro. 11

3/12
Gn. 42, Mk. 12, Jb.

8, Ro. 12

3/13
Gn. 43, Mk. 13, 

Jb. 9, Ro. 13

3/14
Gn. 44, Mk. 14,
Jb. 10, Ro. 14

3/15
Gn. 45, Mk. 15,
Jb. 11, Ro. 15

3/16
Gn. 46, Mk. 16,
Jb. 12, Ro. 16

3/17
Gn. 47, Lk. 1:1-
38, Jb. 13, 1 Co.

1

3/18
Gn. 48, Lk. 1:39-
80, Jb. 14, 1 Co.

2

3/19
Gn. 49, Lk. 2, 
Jb. 15, 1 Co. 3

3/20
Gn. 50, Lk. 3, 

Jb. 16-17, 1 Co.
4

3/21
Ex. 1, Lk. 4, 

Jb. 18, 1 Co. 5

3/22
Ex. 2, Lk. 5,

Jb. 19, 1 Co. 6

3/23
Ex. 3, Lk. 6, 

Jb. 20, 1 Co. 7

3/24
Ex. 4, Lk. 7, 

Jb. 21, 1 Co. 8

3/25
Ex. 5, Lk. 8, 

Jb. 22, 1 Co. 9

3/26
Ex. 6, Lk. 9, 

Jb. 23, 1 Co. 10

3/27
Ex. 7, Lk. 10, 

Jb. 24, 1 Co. 11

3/28
Ex. 8, Lk. 11, 

Jb. 25-26, 1 Co.
12

3/29
Ex. 9, Lk. 12,

Jb. 27, 1 Co. 13

3/30
Ex. 10, Lk. 13,

Jb. 28, 1 Co. 14

3/31
Ex. 11, Lk. 14,

Jb. 29, 1 Co. 15

“2021 ANNUAL THEME: JESUS BRINGS NEW LIFE.”

“According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead…” (1 Peter 1:3b)

“The Path” is a community of people who are interested 
in reading the Bible together—some for the 1st time and 
others for the 21st time. Some of us are reading the entire 
Bible in 1 year, some are reading it in 2 years, some are 
reading it in 4 years, and others are reading it only every 
once in a while.  

We use something called the M’Cheyne reading plan, 
developed by an 18th-century Scottish pastor.  Yes, it’s 
sort of old-school. The plan is available through the free 
“YouVersion” app. on smartphones. Depending on how 
quickly you want to read the Bible, people can read either  
1, 2, or 4 chapters a day in order to reach their goal.  

For those who want to dig deeper, “The Path” also 
offers a weekly conversation group on most Tuesdays at 
noon. We talk about whatever the Scripture of the day 
happens to be on that day.  You can join the conversation 
via Zoom or in-person at First Baptist Church of Portland 
(upstairs above the Fellowship Hall in the “Zoom Room”.  

To join us on “The Path” today, just contact Matt 
Toupin (mtoupin@fbc-portland.org) and he can get you set 
up on your smartphone.  

“The Path” meets every Tuesday at 12pm.  Join us at 
the following Zoom link:   
https://tinyurl.com/FBC-ThePath

Welcome to: “The Path”
news and information

EXIT

DRIVE-UP
COMMUNION

Jesus bringsJesus brings
new lifenew life

first baptist foundation
The Foundation is an Oregon nonprofit 
corporation, established in 1962.

The purpose of the Foundation is to provide 
an endowment which supports programs of First 
Baptist Church of Portland, Oregon and other 
ministries of American Baptist Churches-USA.

foundation relationship 
with first baptist church

The First Baptist Foundation and First Baptist 
Church of Portland share common concerns, 
purposes and constituency, but are separate 
corporations. The directors of the Foundation must 
be members of the First Baptist Church. 

Donations, bequests and other forms of gifts made 
to the Foundation are managed by the Board of 
Directors of the Foundation. Those made to the 
First Baptist Church of Portland are administered 
by the church’s Stewardship/Property Committee.

foundation gifts

The Board of Directors meets each October to 
assign the earnings of Foundation investments to 
organizations that are affiliated with, or supported 
by, American Baptist Churches USA.

The Foundation gives to the unified budget  of First 
Baptist Church of Portland, plus special church 
ministries and projects. Those include evangelism, 
missions, youth activities, feeding program, 
worship enhancement and building improvements. 
Other organziations who receive gifts are listed on 
the back.

donating to the foundation

Donations to First Baptist Foundation are  
“living gifts,” which last in perpetuity.

Giving to the Foundation can be an opportunity to 
celebrate a special event in your life; as a memorial 
for a loved one; or, as a final legacy, to help support 
the missions and ministries of First Baptist Church 
of Portland, and American Baptist Churches USA.

Gifts come to the Foundation in several forms: cash, 
annuities, stocks, bonds and other securities, real 
estate or other tangible assets, life insurance, trusts, 
bequests from estates, memorial gifts.

The benefits of giving to the Foundation can 
include reduced current income taxes; reduced 
estate taxes; and can provide the donor with a 
continuing lifetime income.

Other recipients of Foundation gifts:

• Camp Arrah Wanna, a regional American 
Baptist camp in Welches, Oregon near Mount 
Hood.  

• Cambodian Children’s Ministry, a school 
in Kampong Chhnang Province, Cambodia, 
serving 450 local children.  

• Rainbow Acres, an assisted living facility 
for adults with disabilities, located in Camp 
Verde, Arizona. 
 

Resources are available to assist  
you with making or planning a gift  

to First Baptist Foundation.
Contact the office of First Baptist Church at 

(503) 228-7465.

FIRST BAPTIST FOUNDATION

“According to his great mercy, he 
has caused us to be born again 

to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from 

the dead…” —1 Peter 1:3b

“According to his great mercy, he 
has caused us to be born again 

to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from 

the dead…” —1 Peter 1:3b
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Community Youth Group! 

Join us for a weekly Youth Group program via Zoom, 
for all students in 6th–12th grade, led by Community 
Youth Pastor, Visal Sok. See old friends from church 
and meet new ones from other churches in our area. 

If you need any help, just contact the church office.

Maundy Thursday Service: 
April 1, 2021

Join us on Zoom at 7:00 pm on April 1, for the 
broadcast an interactive Maundy Thursday service. The 
service will feature a time of reflection at the Lord’s 
Table, songs of the cross, and scripture reading.

Please note there will be no English Bible study in 
March 31.

Continued from page 3
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Teaching Series for
Lent & Holy Week…

• March 7 – Part VIII: “Sign of a Party” (John 2:1–12)
• March 14 – Part IX: “Righteous Indignation” 

(John 2:13–25)
• March 21 – "Living That Wheat Life" 

(Jeremiah 31: 31–34, John 12: 20–28)
• March 28 – Part X: “Beating All Expectations” 

(John 3:1–3)
• April 1 – Maundy Thursday Service
• April 4 – Easter Sunday – Part XI: “Born Into 

New Life!” (John 3:4–8)

Mission PDX
We are everyday people 
LOOKING UP to God for meaning in life; 
REACHING OUT across cultural boundaries with the 
hope of Jesus; 
RAISING UP a generation in the way of Jesus; 
LIVING AS FAMILY, different though we may be; and 
SERVING TOGETHER for the good of others. 

THANK YOU for your 
faithful generosity!

We continue to be so grateful to our church family for 
your generosity in supporting the work of FBC during 
the pandemic. We are thankful for the tithes and 
offerings you send through your bank, by sending a 
check in the mail, or by using the online giving feature 
on our website (fbc-portland.org).  

—FBC Executive Committee

Taking into account the most reliable information from 
the State of Oregon and Multnomah County, FBC 
will continue to offer worship services through live-
streaming only during most of the month of March.  
However, we are excited to announce that we plan to 
begin re-gathering in-person on March 28.  

Please note that the live-stream will still be 
provided on March 28 and going forward for those 
who prefer to attend church from home. The CD 
ministry will also continue indefinitely.    

“Drive-Up Communion” will still be offered on 
both March 7 and April 4, from 8:30 am - 9:30 am 
as we go through this time of transition and seek to 
meet the spiritual needs of the various members of our 
church family.  

A detailed “COVID-19 Protocol” document has 
been adopted by leadership. Staff and volunteers will be 
taking steps during the month of March to make sure 
FBC is prepared to re-gather safely when on March 28.  

Continued from page 4

Continued on page 9

First Baptist COVID-19 and Re-Opening Update

Lately, we have heard of various online scams that 
have been targeting folks in our community, including 
members of First Baptist Church.  It seems there are 
various types of scams, but the most common type 
involves email.  The scammer generally pretends to be a 
member of FBC staff, a person in need, or even another 
church member, and asks the person being targeted to 
help them out by purchasing some gift cards.  PLEASE 
DO NOT DO THIS—IT IS A SCAM.  No member 

of FBC staff would ever ask you to do something like 
this. If you receive emails like this, ignore them or 
delete them.  Often, the scammer will use a phony 
email address that looks like it is from the person being 
impersonated.  But generally, if you look closely at the 
address, you will be able to see that it is not from the 
person being impersonated.  If you ever have a question 
as to whether or not an email is actually from the church, 
just call the church office to confirm. 

Public Service Announcement – Watch Out for Scammers!

FOR EVERYONE’SHEALTH
and

SAFETY
PLEASE REMEMBER

FACE COVERINGS ARE REQUIRED
- AND -

MAINTAIN SIX FOOT  DISTANCE  
BETWEEN YOURSELF AND OTHERS
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Souper Bowl Update
Although we were 
not able to walk 
around the church 
with our soup 
pots this year, we 
were able to raise 
awareness about the 
problem of hunger and seek support for the FBC Drop-in 
Ministry. On Souper Bowl Sunday we raised over $750 for 
the Drop-in. It was a hugely successful campaign and we 
are thankful to everyone who came out and threw some 
money in the pot. 

Lenten Devotional Candle Craft
If you are interested in taking 
some time to pause and reflect, 
but have a hard time sitting still to 
meditate or maintaining interest 
in reading, maybe what you need 
is a good old-fashioned craft. For 
Lent this season we are offering a 
Lenten Devotional Candle Craft. 
You can get your craft kit in one 
of three ways. Either make an 
appointment with Pastor Chris 
to pick it up at church, get one at 
March’s Drive-up Communion, 
or request one to be mailed to 
your address. 

If you would like to do it at 
home, first get a candle in a glass holder (The Dollar Store 
usually has white, unscented candles called saint candles 
for a buck). You will also need some magazines and glue. 
Flip through the magazines and cut out words, shapes, 
swatches of colors, or anything else that feels inspiring 
to you. Glue these around your candle covering up the 
candle within. If cutting and pasting magazines seems 
like too much, then get a printout of the Lenten candle 
covering from church and tape it around the candle. 
Candle coverings can also be mailed out. 

Put your candle in a place where you will see it 
regularly. Then, anytime you feel reflective throughout 
Lent (like, for instance, while watching church Sunday 
morning on Facebook), light the candle and reflect on all 
that God has done for you and all that you are called to 
do in return.

Maundy Thursday
One of the things I 
miss most during this 
pandemic is sitting 
around a table and 
breaking bread with 
one another. As we 
approach Maundy 
Thursday, a night where 
we commemorate the 
last night and meal Jesus had with his disciples, the urge 
to sit around a table grows even stronger. The Maundy 
Thursday service is also one of my favorite services in the 
church calendar. 

This year I would like to invite you to a time of 
breaking bread virtually on the night of Maundy Thursday 
(April 1) . We will get together on Zoom, share a meal, 
have communion, sing a hymn or two, read scripture 
from that fateful evening, and pray with one another. All 
you need to prepare is whatever you are having for dinner 
that night, piece of bread and something to drink for 
communion, and a willing spirit. I really hope you will 
join me.

Growing Young Initiative

Why are some churches growing amidst the dearth of 
shrinking congregations? The Fuller Youth Institute (FYI) 
has conducted groundbreaking research with over 250 
of these leading congregations to answer this question.  
Based on this study of a diverse group of churches, they 
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From the desk of the Associate Pastor
have discovered six essential strategies any church can 
use to better involve and retain young people and 
breathes life and vitality into the whole church. They 
are: 

• Unlock keychain leadership: Instead of 
centralizing authority, empower others—
especially young people.

• Empathize with today’s young people: Instead of 
judging or criticizing, step into the shoes of this 
generation.

• Take Jesus’ message seriously: Instead of asserting 
formulaic gospel claims, welcome young people 
into a Jesus-centered way of life.

• Fuel a warm community: Instead of focusing on 
cool worship or programs, aim for warm peer and 
intergenerational friendships.

• Be the best neighbors: Instead of condemning the 
world outside your walls, enable young people to 
neighbor well locally and globally.

• Prioritize young people (and families) everywhere: 
Instead of giving lip service to how much young 
people matter, look for creative ways to tangibly 
support, resource, and involve them in all facets of 
your congregation.

The Growing Young Initiative is a program to assist 
churches in our American Baptist region to learn these six 
core strategies and find congregations to implement them. 
I will be heading up the team at First Baptist and am 
looking for interested people who want to see First Baptist 
Church last long by growing young. Please contact me 
(cshade@fbc-portland.org) for more information if you are 
interested.

Continued on page 8

Continued from page 5

to the center every weekend to do her student ministry 
assignment along with her older sister, Thearvy, and 
their family. We have sad news that former Pastor 
Vichet Khy’s father passed away on February 9. Our 
center’s leaders sent our condolences and memorial 
fund to the pastor’s family as they celebrated the life 
of his father. As you financially support this ministry, 
we urge you to pray that God protects them from the 
virus and grant our leaders the wisdom and guidance 
for evangelism during this period as well. Thank you 
for your love and support of His ministries here and 
in Cambodia.  

— Pastor Peter

Continued from page 7
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Also, I am so grateful to the Lord that we 
have a scholarship for Sovanmary Im, who is my 
granddaughter in Phnom Penh, to attend the 
Cambodia Presbyterian Theological Institute. She goes 
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Cambodian Ministry NewsCambodian Ministry News

God is drawing us to repentance through his loving 
kindness in the midst of this pandemic. Most of 
the times during our Bible studies, we reflect on the 
sufferings of the Killing Fields to strengthen our 
faith. Knowing that God is in control, leading and 
purifying our faith, we always give him thanks for the 
riches of his kindness and patience toward us in this 
unique and difficult time of our faith and lives.

I am so grateful for the Lord for our church 
members to stay healthy and consistent with abiding 
in the words of God and praying for one another 
each time we meet twice a week, and as we worship 
him online through live-stream services. We continue 
to give thanks for the support and pastoral staff 
who work to creatively provide us the tools and 
communications to spiritually advance his ministries 
as we need those supports the most. 

The Cambodian children's ministry is continuing 

to meet children and their families' needs during this 
challenging time. Beyond their regular Bible studies, 
worship service, and nutritional programs, they are slowly 
working on the chicken project and garden, as well.

Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, forbearance, and 
patience, not realizing that God’s kindness is intended to lead you to 

repentance?  —Romans 2:4

ដំណឹងសំរាប់ពួកជំនុំខ្មែរ
ខពែះគម្ពីរបែចាំខែ គឺពែះគម្ពីរ រ៉ូម ២ៈ៤ ឬ អ្នក មើលងយ 
សែចក្តី សបែបុរស ដ៏ ឥត គណនា ពែម ទាំង សែចក្តី ទែែំ ទែ និង 
សែចក្តី អត់ ធន់ របស់ ទែង់ ដោយ មិន ដឹង ថ សែចក្តី សបែបុរស 
នែ ពែះ ទាញ នាំ ឲែយ អ្នក បាន បែែ ចិត្ត ឬ អី? យើងសូមអរពែះ
គុណដល់ទែង់នូវសែចក្តីអត់ធ្មត់របស់ទែង់ដើមែបីទុកពែល
វែលាឲែយយើងបានបែែចិត្ត ទទួលសែចក្តីសង្គែែះពីទែង់។
ខ្ញុំសូមអរពែះគុណដល់ទែង់ដែលពួកជំនុំយើងបានយកចិត្ត
ទុកដាក់នូវការខ្ជែប់ខ្ជួនក្នុងពែះបន្ទូលទែង់ និងអធិសា្ឋែនដល់
គ្នែទៅវិញទៅមករាល់ពែលយើងជួបជំុគ្នែរៀនពែះបន្ទូលទែង់
មណ្ឌលកូនក្មែងយើងបន្តនូវការផ្តល់មែរៀននែពែះបន្ទូល និង 
ការថ្វែយបង្គំពែះ ពែមទាំងកម្មវិធីការបែកបគ្នែមានទទួល
ទានបាយរួមគ្នែ។ ហើយកម្មវិធីចញ្ចឹមមាន់និងការដាំដំណាំក៏
មានដំណើរការបែសើរទៅមុខផងដែរ។ នាងមា៉ែរា៉ ជាចៅសែី
របស់ខ្ញុំក៏បានទទួលចូលរៀនសាលាពែះគម្ពីរនៅភ្នំពែញ
ដោយមានអ្នកជួយគំទែនូវអាហារូបករណ៍ផងដែរ ហើយ
នាងនិងបងប្អូននាងក៏ទៅចូលរួមជួយដឹកនាំបងែៀន និងផ្តល់
ការអប់រុំកូនក្មែងនៅមណ្ឌលរាល់ពែលចុងសបា្តែហ៍ ជាមួយគ្នែ
និងការផែសាយដំណឹងល្អដល់អ្នកផងសែុកនៅជុំវិញមណ្ឌល
យើង។ លោកឳពុករបស់លោកគែូ វិចិត្ត ឃី ដែលធ្លែប់ជាគែូ
នៅមណ្ឌលយើង បានទទួលអនិច្ចកម្មកាលពីថ្ងែទី៩ខែ២ 
យើងបានកំសាន្តចិត្តដល់លោកគែូ និងគែួសារពែមទាំងបាន
ចូលរួមដង្វែយសំរាប់បុណែយសពផងដែរ។ ខ្ញុំសូមអរពែះគុណ
ដល់ពែះនូវការគំទែរបស់ពួកជំនុំយើងសំរាប់ការងរពែះអង្គ!
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Also, I am so grateful to the Lord that we 
have a scholarship for Sovanmary Im, who is my 
granddaughter in Phnom Penh, to attend the 
Cambodia Presbyterian Theological Institute. She goes 
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God is drawing us to repentance through his loving 
kindness in the midst of this pandemic. Most of 
the times during our Bible studies, we reflect on the 
sufferings of the Killing Fields to strengthen our 
faith. Knowing that God is in control, leading and 
purifying our faith, we always give him thanks for the 
riches of his kindness and patience toward us in this 
unique and difficult time of our faith and lives.

I am so grateful for the Lord for our church 
members to stay healthy and consistent with abiding 
in the words of God and praying for one another 
each time we meet twice a week, and as we worship 
him online through live-stream services. We continue 
to give thanks for the support and pastoral staff 
who work to creatively provide us the tools and 
communications to spiritually advance his ministries 
as we need those supports the most. 

The Cambodian children's ministry is continuing 

to meet children and their families' needs during this 
challenging time. Beyond their regular Bible studies, 
worship service, and nutritional programs, they are slowly 
working on the chicken project and garden, as well.

Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, forbearance, and 
patience, not realizing that God’s kindness is intended to lead you to 

repentance?  —Romans 2:4

ដំណឹងសំរាប់ពួកជំនុំខ្មែរ
ខពែះគម្ពីរបែចាំខែ គឺពែះគម្ពីរ រ៉ូម ២ៈ៤ ឬ អ្នក មើលងយ 
សែចក្តី សបែបុរស ដ៏ ឥត គណនា ពែម ទាំង សែចក្តី ទែែំ ទែ និង 
សែចក្តី អត់ ធន់ របស់ ទែង់ ដោយ មិន ដឹង ថ សែចក្តី សបែបុរស 
នែ ពែះ ទាញ នាំ ឲែយ អ្នក បាន បែែ ចិត្ត ឬ អី? យើងសូមអរពែះ
គុណដល់ទែង់នូវសែចក្តីអត់ធ្មត់របស់ទែង់ដើមែបីទុកពែល
វែលាឲែយយើងបានបែែចិត្ត ទទួលសែចក្តីសង្គែែះពីទែង់។
ខ្ញុំសូមអរពែះគុណដល់ទែង់ដែលពួកជំនុំយើងបានយកចិត្ត
ទុកដាក់នូវការខ្ជែប់ខ្ជួនក្នុងពែះបន្ទូលទែង់ និងអធិសា្ឋែនដល់
គ្នែទៅវិញទៅមករាល់ពែលយើងជួបជំុគ្នែរៀនពែះបន្ទូលទែង់
មណ្ឌលកូនក្មែងយើងបន្តនូវការផ្តល់មែរៀននែពែះបន្ទូល និង 
ការថ្វែយបង្គំពែះ ពែមទាំងកម្មវិធីការបែកបគ្នែមានទទួល
ទានបាយរួមគ្នែ។ ហើយកម្មវិធីចញ្ចឹមមាន់និងការដាំដំណាំក៏
មានដំណើរការបែសើរទៅមុខផងដែរ។ នាងមា៉ែរា៉ ជាចៅសែី
របស់ខ្ញុំក៏បានទទួលចូលរៀនសាលាពែះគម្ពីរនៅភ្នំពែញ
ដោយមានអ្នកជួយគំទែនូវអាហារូបករណ៍ផងដែរ ហើយ
នាងនិងបងប្អូននាងក៏ទៅចូលរួមជួយដឹកនាំបងែៀន និងផ្តល់
ការអប់រុំកូនក្មែងនៅមណ្ឌលរាល់ពែលចុងសបា្តែហ៍ ជាមួយគ្នែ
និងការផែសាយដំណឹងល្អដល់អ្នកផងសែុកនៅជុំវិញមណ្ឌល
យើង។ លោកឳពុករបស់លោកគែូ វិចិត្ត ឃី ដែលធ្លែប់ជាគែូ
នៅមណ្ឌលយើង បានទទួលអនិច្ចកម្មកាលពីថ្ងែទី៩ខែ២ 
យើងបានកំសាន្តចិត្តដល់លោកគែូ និងគែួសារពែមទាំងបាន
ចូលរួមដង្វែយសំរាប់បុណែយសពផងដែរ។ ខ្ញុំសូមអរពែះគុណ
ដល់ពែះនូវការគំទែរបស់ពួកជំនុំយើងសំរាប់ការងរពែះអង្គ!
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Souper Bowl Update
Although we were 
not able to walk 
around the church 
with our soup 
pots this year, we 
were able to raise 
awareness about the 
problem of hunger and seek support for the FBC Drop-in 
Ministry. On Souper Bowl Sunday we raised over $750 for 
the Drop-in. It was a hugely successful campaign and we 
are thankful to everyone who came out and threw some 
money in the pot. 

Lenten Devotional Candle Craft
If you are interested in taking 
some time to pause and reflect, 
but have a hard time sitting still to 
meditate or maintaining interest 
in reading, maybe what you need 
is a good old-fashioned craft. For 
Lent this season we are offering a 
Lenten Devotional Candle Craft. 
You can get your craft kit in one 
of three ways. Either make an 
appointment with Pastor Chris 
to pick it up at church, get one at 
March’s Drive-up Communion, 
or request one to be mailed to 
your address. 

If you would like to do it at 
home, first get a candle in a glass holder (The Dollar Store 
usually has white, unscented candles called saint candles 
for a buck). You will also need some magazines and glue. 
Flip through the magazines and cut out words, shapes, 
swatches of colors, or anything else that feels inspiring 
to you. Glue these around your candle covering up the 
candle within. If cutting and pasting magazines seems 
like too much, then get a printout of the Lenten candle 
covering from church and tape it around the candle. 
Candle coverings can also be mailed out. 

Put your candle in a place where you will see it 
regularly. Then, anytime you feel reflective throughout 
Lent (like, for instance, while watching church Sunday 
morning on Facebook), light the candle and reflect on all 
that God has done for you and all that you are called to 
do in return.

Maundy Thursday
One of the things I 
miss most during this 
pandemic is sitting 
around a table and 
breaking bread with 
one another. As we 
approach Maundy 
Thursday, a night where 
we commemorate the 
last night and meal Jesus had with his disciples, the urge 
to sit around a table grows even stronger. The Maundy 
Thursday service is also one of my favorite services in the 
church calendar. 

This year I would like to invite you to a time of 
breaking bread virtually on the night of Maundy Thursday 
(April 1) . We will get together on Zoom, share a meal, 
have communion, sing a hymn or two, read scripture 
from that fateful evening, and pray with one another. All 
you need to prepare is whatever you are having for dinner 
that night, piece of bread and something to drink for 
communion, and a willing spirit. I really hope you will 
join me.

Growing Young Initiative

Why are some churches growing amidst the dearth of 
shrinking congregations? The Fuller Youth Institute (FYI) 
has conducted groundbreaking research with over 250 
of these leading congregations to answer this question.  
Based on this study of a diverse group of churches, they 
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From the desk of the Associate Pastor
have discovered six essential strategies any church can 
use to better involve and retain young people and 
breathes life and vitality into the whole church. They 
are: 

• Unlock keychain leadership: Instead of 
centralizing authority, empower others—
especially young people.

• Empathize with today’s young people: Instead of 
judging or criticizing, step into the shoes of this 
generation.

• Take Jesus’ message seriously: Instead of asserting 
formulaic gospel claims, welcome young people 
into a Jesus-centered way of life.

• Fuel a warm community: Instead of focusing on 
cool worship or programs, aim for warm peer and 
intergenerational friendships.

• Be the best neighbors: Instead of condemning the 
world outside your walls, enable young people to 
neighbor well locally and globally.

• Prioritize young people (and families) everywhere: 
Instead of giving lip service to how much young 
people matter, look for creative ways to tangibly 
support, resource, and involve them in all facets of 
your congregation.

The Growing Young Initiative is a program to assist 
churches in our American Baptist region to learn these six 
core strategies and find congregations to implement them. 
I will be heading up the team at First Baptist and am 
looking for interested people who want to see First Baptist 
Church last long by growing young. Please contact me 
(cshade@fbc-portland.org) for more information if you are 
interested.

Continued on page 8

Continued from page 5

to the center every weekend to do her student ministry 
assignment along with her older sister, Thearvy, and 
their family. We have sad news that former Pastor 
Vichet Khy’s father passed away on February 9. Our 
center’s leaders sent our condolences and memorial 
fund to the pastor’s family as they celebrated the life 
of his father. As you financially support this ministry, 
we urge you to pray that God protects them from the 
virus and grant our leaders the wisdom and guidance 
for evangelism during this period as well. Thank you 
for your love and support of His ministries here and 
in Cambodia.  

— Pastor Peter

Continued from page 7
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Community Youth Group! 

Join us for a weekly Youth Group program via Zoom, 
for all students in 6th–12th grade, led by Community 
Youth Pastor, Visal Sok. See old friends from church 
and meet new ones from other churches in our area. 

If you need any help, just contact the church office.

Maundy Thursday Service: 
April 1, 2021

Join us on Zoom at 7:00 pm on April 1, for the 
broadcast an interactive Maundy Thursday service. The 
service will feature a time of reflection at the Lord’s 
Table, songs of the cross, and scripture reading.

Please note there will be no English Bible study in 
March 31.

Continued from page 3
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Teaching Series for
Lent & Holy Week…

• March 7 – Part VIII: “Sign of a Party” (John 2:1–12)
• March 14 – Part IX: “Righteous Indignation” 

(John 2:13–25)
• March 21 – "Living That Wheat Life" 

(Jeremiah 31: 31–34, John 12: 20–28)
• March 28 – Part X: “Beating All Expectations” 

(John 3:1–3)
• April 1 – Maundy Thursday Service
• April 4 – Easter Sunday – Part XI: “Born Into 

New Life!” (John 3:4–8)

Mission PDX
We are everyday people 
LOOKING UP to God for meaning in life; 
REACHING OUT across cultural boundaries with the 
hope of Jesus; 
RAISING UP a generation in the way of Jesus; 
LIVING AS FAMILY, different though we may be; and 
SERVING TOGETHER for the good of others. 

THANK YOU for your 
faithful generosity!

We continue to be so grateful to our church family for 
your generosity in supporting the work of FBC during 
the pandemic. We are thankful for the tithes and 
offerings you send through your bank, by sending a 
check in the mail, or by using the online giving feature 
on our website (fbc-portland.org).  

—FBC Executive Committee

Taking into account the most reliable information from 
the State of Oregon and Multnomah County, FBC 
will continue to offer worship services through live-
streaming only during most of the month of March.  
However, we are excited to announce that we plan to 
begin re-gathering in-person on March 28.  

Please note that the live-stream will still be 
provided on March 28 and going forward for those 
who prefer to attend church from home. The CD 
ministry will also continue indefinitely.    

“Drive-Up Communion” will still be offered on 
both March 7 and April 4, from 8:30 am - 9:30 am 
as we go through this time of transition and seek to 
meet the spiritual needs of the various members of our 
church family.  

A detailed “COVID-19 Protocol” document has 
been adopted by leadership. Staff and volunteers will be 
taking steps during the month of March to make sure 
FBC is prepared to re-gather safely when on March 28.  

Continued from page 4

Continued on page 9

First Baptist COVID-19 and Re-Opening Update

Lately, we have heard of various online scams that 
have been targeting folks in our community, including 
members of First Baptist Church.  It seems there are 
various types of scams, but the most common type 
involves email.  The scammer generally pretends to be a 
member of FBC staff, a person in need, or even another 
church member, and asks the person being targeted to 
help them out by purchasing some gift cards.  PLEASE 
DO NOT DO THIS—IT IS A SCAM.  No member 

of FBC staff would ever ask you to do something like 
this. If you receive emails like this, ignore them or 
delete them.  Often, the scammer will use a phony 
email address that looks like it is from the person being 
impersonated.  But generally, if you look closely at the 
address, you will be able to see that it is not from the 
person being impersonated.  If you ever have a question 
as to whether or not an email is actually from the church, 
just call the church office to confirm. 

Public Service Announcement – Watch Out for Scammers!

FOR EVERYONE’SHEALTH
and

SAFETY
PLEASE REMEMBER

FACE COVERINGS ARE REQUIRED
- AND -

MAINTAIN SIX FOOT  DISTANCE  
BETWEEN YOURSELF AND OTHERS
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Jesus bringsJesus brings
new lifenew life

2021 Annual Theme: Drive-Up Communion
Sunday, March 7, 8:30–9:30 am

Drive-up, walk-up, or otherwise 
get yourself downtown to join 
us as we celebrate communion 
together in the parking lot on 
March 7, 2021. We are offering 
this ministry the first Sunday 

of every month, rain, snow, or shine, until the pandemic 
subsides. See you at the Lord’s Table! (Social-distancing 
precautions will be taken in order to ensure everyone’s 
health and safety.) 
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Welcome to:
“The Path”

“The Path” is a community of people who are interested in reading the Bible together—some for the
1st time and others for the 21st time.  Some of us are reading the entire Bible in 1 year, some are
reading it in 2 years, some are reading it in 4 years, and others are reading it only every once in a
while.  

We use something called the M’Cheyne reading plan, developed by an 18th-century Scottish pastor.
Yes, it’s sort of old-school.  The plan is available through the free “YouVersion” app. on smartphones.
Depending on how quickly you want to read the Bible, people can read either 1, 2, or 4 chapters a day
in order to reach their goal.  

For those who want to dig deeper,  “The Path”  also offers  a weekly  conversation  group on most
Tuesdays at noon.  We talk about whatever the Scripture of the day happens to be on that day.  You
can join the conversation via Zoom or in-person at First Baptist Church of Portland (upstairs above the
Fellowship Hall in the “Zoom Room”.  

To join us on “The Path” today, just contact Matt Toupin [Insert email Link] and he can get you set up
on your smartphone.  

“The Path” meets every Tuesday at 12pm.  Join us at the following Zoom link:  [Insert Zoom Link]

“The Path” Readings for March 2021 (Choose 1, 2, or 4 Each Day)
3/1

Gn. 30, Mk. 1,
Es. 6, Ro. 1

3/2
Gn. 31, Mk. 2, 

Es. 7, Ro. 2

3/3
Gn. 32, Mk. 3,

Es. 8, Ro. 3

3/4
Gn. 33, Mk. 4,
Es. 9-10, Ro. 4

3/5
Gn. 34, Mk. 5, Jb. 1,

Ro. 5

3/6
Gn. 35-36, Mk.

6, 
Jb. 2, Ro. 6

3/7
Gn. 37, Mk. 7, 

Jb. 3, Ro. 7

3/8
Gn. 38, Mk. 8,

Jb. 4, Ro. 8

3/9
Gn. 39, Mk. 9, 

Jb. 5, Ro. 9

3/10
Gn. 40, Mk. 10,

Jb. 6, Ro. 10

3/11
Gn. 41, Mk. 11,

Jb. 7, Ro. 11

3/12
Gn. 42, Mk. 12, Jb.

8, Ro. 12

3/13
Gn. 43, Mk. 13, 

Jb. 9, Ro. 13

3/14
Gn. 44, Mk. 14,
Jb. 10, Ro. 14

3/15
Gn. 45, Mk. 15,
Jb. 11, Ro. 15

3/16
Gn. 46, Mk. 16,
Jb. 12, Ro. 16

3/17
Gn. 47, Lk. 1:1-
38, Jb. 13, 1 Co.

1

3/18
Gn. 48, Lk. 1:39-
80, Jb. 14, 1 Co.

2

3/19
Gn. 49, Lk. 2, 
Jb. 15, 1 Co. 3

3/20
Gn. 50, Lk. 3, 

Jb. 16-17, 1 Co.
4

3/21
Ex. 1, Lk. 4, 

Jb. 18, 1 Co. 5

3/22
Ex. 2, Lk. 5,

Jb. 19, 1 Co. 6

3/23
Ex. 3, Lk. 6, 

Jb. 20, 1 Co. 7

3/24
Ex. 4, Lk. 7, 

Jb. 21, 1 Co. 8

3/25
Ex. 5, Lk. 8, 

Jb. 22, 1 Co. 9

3/26
Ex. 6, Lk. 9, 

Jb. 23, 1 Co. 10

3/27
Ex. 7, Lk. 10, 

Jb. 24, 1 Co. 11

3/28
Ex. 8, Lk. 11, 

Jb. 25-26, 1 Co.
12

3/29
Ex. 9, Lk. 12,

Jb. 27, 1 Co. 13

3/30
Ex. 10, Lk. 13,

Jb. 28, 1 Co. 14

3/31
Ex. 11, Lk. 14,

Jb. 29, 1 Co. 15

“2021 ANNUAL THEME: JESUS BRINGS NEW LIFE.”

“According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead…” (1 Peter 1:3b)

“The Path” is a community of people who are interested 
in reading the Bible together—some for the 1st time and 
others for the 21st time. Some of us are reading the entire 
Bible in 1 year, some are reading it in 2 years, some are 
reading it in 4 years, and others are reading it only every 
once in a while.  

We use something called the M’Cheyne reading plan, 
developed by an 18th-century Scottish pastor.  Yes, it’s 
sort of old-school. The plan is available through the free 
“YouVersion” app. on smartphones. Depending on how 
quickly you want to read the Bible, people can read either  
1, 2, or 4 chapters a day in order to reach their goal.  

For those who want to dig deeper, “The Path” also 
offers a weekly conversation group on most Tuesdays at 
noon. We talk about whatever the Scripture of the day 
happens to be on that day.  You can join the conversation 
via Zoom or in-person at First Baptist Church of Portland 
(upstairs above the Fellowship Hall in the “Zoom Room”.  

To join us on “The Path” today, just contact Matt 
Toupin (mtoupin@fbc-portland.org) and he can get you set 
up on your smartphone.  

“The Path” meets every Tuesday at 12pm.  Join us at 
the following Zoom link:   
https://tinyurl.com/FBC-ThePath

Welcome to: “The Path”
news and information

EXIT

DRIVE-UP
COMMUNION

Jesus bringsJesus brings
new lifenew life

first baptist foundation
The Foundation is an Oregon nonprofit 
corporation, established in 1962.

The purpose of the Foundation is to provide 
an endowment which supports programs of First 
Baptist Church of Portland, Oregon and other 
ministries of American Baptist Churches-USA.

foundation relationship 
with first baptist church

The First Baptist Foundation and First Baptist 
Church of Portland share common concerns, 
purposes and constituency, but are separate 
corporations. The directors of the Foundation must 
be members of the First Baptist Church. 

Donations, bequests and other forms of gifts made 
to the Foundation are managed by the Board of 
Directors of the Foundation. Those made to the 
First Baptist Church of Portland are administered 
by the church’s Stewardship/Property Committee.

foundation gifts

The Board of Directors meets each October to 
assign the earnings of Foundation investments to 
organizations that are affiliated with, or supported 
by, American Baptist Churches USA.

The Foundation gives to the unified budget  of First 
Baptist Church of Portland, plus special church 
ministries and projects. Those include evangelism, 
missions, youth activities, feeding program, 
worship enhancement and building improvements. 
Other organziations who receive gifts are listed on 
the back.

donating to the foundation

Donations to First Baptist Foundation are  
“living gifts,” which last in perpetuity.

Giving to the Foundation can be an opportunity to 
celebrate a special event in your life; as a memorial 
for a loved one; or, as a final legacy, to help support 
the missions and ministries of First Baptist Church 
of Portland, and American Baptist Churches USA.

Gifts come to the Foundation in several forms: cash, 
annuities, stocks, bonds and other securities, real 
estate or other tangible assets, life insurance, trusts, 
bequests from estates, memorial gifts.

The benefits of giving to the Foundation can 
include reduced current income taxes; reduced 
estate taxes; and can provide the donor with a 
continuing lifetime income.

Other recipients of Foundation gifts:

• Camp Arrah Wanna, a regional American 
Baptist camp in Welches, Oregon near Mount 
Hood.  

• Cambodian Children’s Ministry, a school 
in Kampong Chhnang Province, Cambodia, 
serving 450 local children.  

• Rainbow Acres, an assisted living facility 
for adults with disabilities, located in Camp 
Verde, Arizona. 
 

Resources are available to assist  
you with making or planning a gift  

to First Baptist Foundation.
Contact the office of First Baptist Church at 

(503) 228-7465.

FIRST BAPTIST FOUNDATION

“According to his great mercy, he 
has caused us to be born again 

to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from 

the dead…” —1 Peter 1:3b

“According to his great mercy, he 
has caused us to be born again 

to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from 

the dead…” —1 Peter 1:3b
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Trumpeter content due

12:00 pm:  
  The Path Bible study

7:00–9:00 pm:  
  Worship Meeting

7:00 pm:  
  Foundation Meeting

12:00 pm:  
  The Path Bible study

12:00 pm:  
  The Path Bible study
  (cancelled)

11:00 am:  
 Expansion Day

English Bible study is 
cancelled

12:00 pm:  
  The Path Bible study

7:00–11:00 pm:  
  Diaconate Meeting

6:00–7:00 pm:  
  EPC Meeting

6:00 pm: 
 Comm. Youth Group
 via Zoom

6:00 pm: 
 Comm. Youth Group
 via Zoom

6:00 pm: 
 Comm. Youth Group
 via Zoom

6:00 pm: 
 Comm. Youth Group
 via Zoom

6:00 pm: 
 Comm. Youth Group
 via Zoom
7:00 pm:
 Maundy Thursday  
 Zoom Service

SUNDAY 
8:45 am: Contemporary Service
9:30 am: Khmer Sunday School via Zoom
10:00 am: Sunday School for all ages
10:45 am: Khmer Devotional, online at fbc-portland.org 
11:00 am: Worship Service, online at fbc-portland.org
 Cambodian language, Rose Chapel  
 Children’s Church
 for ages 3 through 7th Grade

MONDAY—SUNDAY 
6:00 – 8:00 am: Eye Opener (AA meeting)

MONDAY & THURSDAY 
2:00 – 4:00 pm: Drop-In Center

TUESDAY 
5:30 pm: Dinner + A Movie

WEDNESDAY 

5:45 pm: Wednesday Night Dinner 
7:00 pm: Sermon-based Bible Study online
7:30 pm: Choir rehearsal (September – June)
8:00 pm: Khmer Bible Study via Zoom 

THURSDAY 

6:00 pm: Community Youth Group via Zoom 
7:00 - 8:00 pm: Downtowners (AA meeting)

FRIDAY 
Office closed 
6:00 pm:  FOCUS
Events in grey are postponed until further notice.

MARCH
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

28

7

14 15

21

28

1

8

22

2

9

16

23

30

3

10

17

24

31

4

11

18

25

1

5

12

19

26

2

6

13

20

27

3

Page 2

The Trumpeter is published twelve times a year  
(January – December). Find us on the web:  
www.fbc-portland.org and www.ccmnews.org
The next Trumpeter deadline is March 22, 2021.  
Please send submissions to jchastain@fbc-portland.org

Matt Toupin — Senior Pastor
Peter Im — Cambodian Ministries 
Chris Shade — Associate Pastor 
Daniel Plesha — Worship Music Director 
Visal Sok — Community Youth Pastor 
Cathy Francis — Business Administrator
Pat Forrester — Facilities Manager 
Jason Chastain — Assistant Business Administrator
Kathleen Chastain — Receptionist

Ester Mejias ............................................................... 3/5
Glory Prom ............................................................... 3/7
Norm Lawson ...........................................................3/9
Jessica Jenkins ......................................................... 3/10
Gabe Velasquez ........................................................3/11
Sam Luy .................................................................. 3/13
Joe Casper ............................................................... 3/15
Julie Leback ............................................................. 3/15
Carol Ratzlaf ............................................................3/21
Austin DeChon .......................................................3/22

Megan Johnson ....................................................... 3/25
Don Parham ...........................................................3/28
Jean Alviar...............................................................3/28
Maddie Newton ......................................................3/30
Sharon Young ..........................................................3/30
Saran Sajulan ..........................................................3/30

Please let the office know if there are names missing from 
this list. We strive for accuracy in our member database.

Member Birthdays

WE WILL RETURN TO OUR REGULAR SCHEDULE WHEN REGULATIONS PERMIT US TO DO SO.
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Sunday, March 28 - Re-Gathering Sunday.  On this 
day, we will welcome members of the congregation who 
are NOT part of the "Skeleton Crew" to join us for in-
person worship, if they are comfortable doing so.  Ushers 
and cleaning volunteers will ensure we follow our COVID 
protocol strictly.  All worshippers will be required to wear 
a mask in order to enter the building. This is also Palm 
Sunday.

Sunday, April 4 - Easter Sunday.  Both our Palm 
Sunday and Easter Sunday services will follow the same 
basic format as that of our current live-stream services. 
The church will open for people to come in at 10:30am. 
The Khmer language devotional will take place in the 
sanctuary from 10:45-11am. The English service will start 
at 11am. Ushers will greet you at one designated point of 
entry on 12th street. Then, after the service, ushers will 
dismiss you and direct you to the designated exit. For 
now, there will only be one worship service featuring a 
“blended” style. In the interest of public health, there will 
be no coffee hour after the services, nor will there be an 
Easter brunch this year. 

For now, we will be limiting gathering size for our 
FBC worship services to 150 people. We anticipate that 
many people will continue to worship online from home 
for a while and as such, we believe it will be easy for us to 
keep our gathering size under that level. 

I am certain many of you will have questions about 
this timeline and wonder how it will all work.  That is 
why I wanted to inform you of this plan as soon as I 
could.  Moving forward with re-gathering will require 
certain conditions to be met first, including the availability 
of volunteers.  If you have questions or concerns about 
re-gathering or if you would like to volunteer to be part of 
the ushering and cleaning teams, please just reach out to 
me directly. Please continue to pray for us as we embark 
on this journey of safe and healthy transition. 

Looking forward to worshipping with you, whether 
online or in-person,

—Pastor Matt

Continued from page 1

Please note: The Quarterly Business Meeting has 
been moved to Sunday, April 11.



A Publication of First Baptist Church          Portland, Oregon 
The Trumpeter

March 2021 Volume 83, No. 3

The Apostle Paul was no stranger to feelings of loneliness 
and isolation. Having developed deep friendships with 
the people in the churches he ministered to, he often 
found himself longing to be with them in-person after 
his circumstances required him to leave them. Hence the 
deeply personal and emotional tone of the epistles. 

His first letter to the Thessalonians is no exception to 
this. He described the sadness of his separation from them 
as having been “orphaned.” He found himself in a state of 
“intense longing” to see his friends again. It felt to him as 
though his family had been torn apart. In other words—
he missed them! 

Sound familiar? 
We have been in a similar situation, not only at 

First Baptist, but at local churches around the world, as 
the Body of Christ has been forced by the COVID-19 
pandemic to adapt our methods to continue ministering 
safely in a changing world. Surely, the steps we have 
taken have helped to slow the spread of the virus and now 
that the vaccine is being administered, there is hope of 
a slow but sure return to normalcy in society. Not only 
that, but this whole situation has challenged us, in a very 
positive way, to reexamine our approach to just about 
everything—helping us to grow along the way. 

Keeping these things in mind, the Diaconate Board 
has been prayerfully discussing plans to expand our 
Sunday morning ministry to include more participants 
in-person.  We have decided to use a “hybrid approach,” 
offering our worship services both in-person and online 
simultaneously. This will make it so that those who wish 
to gather in-person can do so while those who prefer to 
worship from home can do so as well. We have made 
a purposeful decision to stay away from the term "re-
opening" because the truth is, we never closed! 

Here is the basic timeline that will guide our process:
Sunday, March 14 - We will have a "dry run" 

with ushers and cleaning volunteers present at church 
to practice all protocols that will be necessary when we 
expand our ministry. The goal is also to have all A/V 
equipment in the balcony by this time. (Currently, 
much of our A/V equipment is on the main floor of the 
sanctuary). 

Sunday, March 21 - Since all A/V equipment will 
by this time be in the balcony, this will be the day we "go 
live" with live-streaming from the balcony. There will be 
no additional people in the building this day other than 
members of the "Skeleton Crew."

Continued on page 2

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
909 SW 11th Avenue
Portland, OR 97205-2099
(503) 228-7465

address service requested

Facebook.com/firstbaptistportland

tinyurl.com/firstbaptistportland
Service available on                    at 2:30 pm

Join us online SUNDAY
for livestream at 11:00 AM

“But, brothers and sisters, 
when we were orphaned by 
being separated from you 

for a short time (in person, 
not in thought), out of our 
intense longing we made 
every effort to see you.”  
—1 Thessalonians 2:17, niV

re- 
 gather 
      -ing


