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With all the turmoil and transition going on in our society 
these days, I was recently deeply impacted by the words 
of a sermon by Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., entitled 
“Loving Your Enemies.” How different would things be 
these days if people would follow that simple, ancient, yet 
radical advice: “Love your enemies.” It does not matter 
if you are a Democrat, a Republican, or something else 
entirely. If you are truly seeking to follow Jesus, who 
taught you to “Love your enemies,” you will be able to 
pray both for folks you like and for folks you don’t like.

This year, we are starting a journey studying the 
Gospel of John. And as we approach this amazing account 
of the life of Jesus, my basic premise is this, that—In all 
times and in all places, the Church must be re-grounded 
in the Gospel, and the conviction that JESUS BRINGS 
NEW LIFE.

I’m preaching through John this year because I think 
it’s important for any church—including First Baptist—to 
re-ground itself in why we exist and what it’s all about—
and that’s JESUS—who transcends time and politics! It’s 
so easy for Christians, especially these days, to get pulled 
to one side or the other. But that takes the focus off Jesus 
and compromises our ability to faithfully share the Good 
News without distraction.

As we enter the Lenten season, a time when many 
folks seek to re-ground themselves in their journey of 
faith, my challenge to us all is this: Focus on Jesus first—

entrust the cares of this life to the Lord—and let the rest 
fall into place.

Personally, I’m not one to do much with Lent. 
I’ve never really “given something up.” I’ve also never 
really “taken something on.” However, I do see value in 
renewing one’s commitment to Christ and to the radical 
idea of loving even one’s enemies. So, I would like to 
invite you to consider participating in two activities as we 
approach the Lenten season, which may serve to re-ground 
you and rejuvenate your spiritual walk.

First of all, there is “The Path,” which is a new 
community of people who will be reading their Bibles 
together and encouraging each other in a positive manner 
along the way. There will even be a Zoom or in-person 
Bible study option to support this, most Tuesdays, at 
12:00 pm. (See page 3 for more info.)

Secondly, there is the “Lenten Devotional Candle,” 
which is an art-based project to help folks reflect on how 
life intersects with faith as we think about the times in 
which we live. (See page 2 for more info.)

Whatever you do during the Lenten Season, may you 
encounter the never-failing love of God and be encouraged 
as you re-ground yourself in the One who taught us what 
it truly means to love one another.

Seeking to be re-grounded with you,
—Pastor Matt

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
909 SW 11th Avenue
Portland, OR 97205-2099
(503) 228-7465

address service requested

Facebook.com/firstbaptistportland

tinyurl.com/firstbaptistportland
Service available on                    at 2:30 pm

Join us online SUNDAY
for livestream at 11:00 AM

“…but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 
and that by believing you may have life in his name.” —John 20:31

Getting
Re-Grounded
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Trumpeter content due

8:30 am:  
  Drive-Up Communion
  Lenten Candle Pick-up 
  'Soup'er Bowl

12:00 pm:  
  The Path Bible study

7:00–9:00 pm:  
  Worship Meeting

7:00 pm:  
  Foundation Meeting

12:00 pm:  
  The Path Bible study

12:00 pm:  
  The Path Bible study

12:00 pm:  
  The Path Bible study

7:00–11:00 pm:  
  Diaconate Meeting

6:00 pm:  
  Mardi Gras  
  virtual potluck

6:00–7:00 pm:  
  EPC Meeting

6:00 pm: 
 Comm. Youth Group
 via Zoom

6:00 pm: 
 Comm. Youth Group
 via Zoom

6:00 pm: 
 Comm. Youth Group
 via Zoom

6:00 pm: 
 Comm. Youth Group
 via Zoom

6:00 pm: 
 Comm. Youth Group
 via Zoom

SUNDAY 
8:45 am: Contemporary Service
9:30 am: Khmer Sunday School via Zoom
10:00 am: Sunday School for all ages
10:45 am: Khmer Devotional, online at fbc-portland.org 
11:00 am: Worship Service, online at fbc-portland.org
 Cambodian language, Rose Chapel  
 Children’s Church
 for ages 3 through 7th Grade

MONDAY—SUNDAY 
6:00 – 8:00 am: Eye Opener (AA meeting)

MONDAY & THURSDAY 
2:00 – 4:00 pm: Drop-In Center

TUESDAY 
5:30 pm: Dinner + A Movie

WEDNESDAY 

5:45 pm: Wednesday Night Dinner 
7:00 pm: Sermon-based Bible Study online
7:30 pm: Choir rehearsal (September – June)
8:00 pm: Khmer Bible Study via Zoom 

THURSDAY 

6:00 pm: Community Youth Group via Zoom 
7:00 - 8:00 pm: Downtowners (AA meeting)

FRIDAY 
Office closed 
6:00 pm:  FOCUS
Events in grey are postponed until further notice.
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The Trumpeter is published twelve times a year  
(January – December). Find us on the web:  
www.fbc-portland.org and www.ccmnews.org
The next Trumpeter deadline is February 15, 2021.  
Please send submissions to jchastain@fbc-portland.org

Matt Toupin — Senior Pastor
Peter Im — Cambodian Ministries 
Chris Shade — Associate Pastor 
Daniel Plesha — Worship Music Director 
Visal Sok — Community Youth Pastor 
Cathy Francis — Business Administrator
Pat Forrester — Facilities Manager 
Jason Chastain — Assistant Business Administrator
Kathleen Chastain — Receptionist

Paz Mark ................................................................... 2/1
Saphoeun Prom .........................................................2/2
Canny Mark .............................................................2/2
Ted Fischer ................................................................2/6
Yom Huon .................................................................2/6
Sonnary Chan ........................................................... 2/7
Dick Smith ................................................................2/8
Lim Chan .................................................................2/8
Somaly Suon ........................................................... 2/10
Julissa Theang ...........................................................2/11
Chanry Khao .......................................................... 2/14
T.K Olson ............................................................... 2/14
Vern Chartier .......................................................... 2/14
Ren Rath ................................................................. 2/15
Davin Evans ............................................................ 2/17

Darcia Hing ............................................................ 2/18
Travis Hatton .......................................................... 2/19
Tara Casper ............................................................. 2/19
Sothy Prom .............................................................2/20
Vanny Cao ..............................................................2/20
Ron Callahan ..........................................................2/22
Rinoa French ...........................................................2/23
Renee Shade ............................................................2/23
Grant Shearer ..........................................................2/24
Mick Johnson .......................................................... 2/25
Jeanette Oberfoell .................................................... 2/27
Brian Shade .............................................................2/28

Please let the office know if there are names missing from 
this list. We strive for accuracy in our member database.

Member Birthdays

WE WILL RETURN TO OUR REGULAR SCHEDULE WHEN REGULATIONS PERMIT US TO DO SO.

1

PREVIOUS ISSUES OF THE TRUMPETER AVAILABLE AT FBC-PORTLAND.ORG

The "Soup"er Bowl is a nationwide youth fund-raiser 
to combat hunger by contributing to local soup 
kitchens and food banks. Although we will not be 
able to walk around with our soup pots this year, we 
will be taking up a special offering on February 7, 
2021, for the 
FBC Drop-In 
Ministry. If 
you would like 
to contribute, 
please send a 
payment with 
"Drop-In 
Ministry" in 
the memo. Thank you.

This year we will be offering 
a candle craft to make at the 
beginning of Lent. We will 
provide the candles, glue and 
instructions, and you will 
provide the decorations. This 
candle will be a companion 
to you and your family for 
devotionals throughout the 
Lenten season. Pick them up 
starting Sunday February 7, 
2021, at Drive-Up Communion. 
Email Pastor Chris if you need 
one delivered. 

"Soup"er Bowl on February 7 Lenten Candle Craft
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2021 Annual Theme: 
Jesus Brings New Life

“According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born 
again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead…” —1 Peter 1:3b

UPDATE: Xmas Offering 2020
Many thanks to the Lord and to the congregation 
for the fact we were able to raise $2,439 for missions 
through the 2020 Christmas Offering!  These funds 
will go into the Wilson Fund, which FBC uses to 
support our International Global Servants who are 
bringing the hope of Christ to people around the world.  
THANK YOU!

Drive-Up Communion
Sunday, February 7, 8:30–9:30 am

Drive-up, walk-up, or otherwise 
get yourself downtown to join 
us as we celebrate communion 
together in the parking lot on 
February 7, 2021. We are offering 
this ministry the first Sunday of 
every month, rain, snow, or shine, 

until the pandemic subsides. See you at the Lord’s Table! 
(Social-distancing precautions will be taken in order to 
ensure everyone’s health and safety.) 
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Continued on page 4

EXIT

DRIVE-UP
COMMUNION

"…workin' on a building…"

Welcome to:
“The Path”

For some, “The Path” is a challenge.  For others, it’s a commitment to grow and learn.  Or, it can even
just be a way for skeptics to check things out.  

“The Path” is a community of people who are interested in reading the Bible together—some for the
1st time and others for the 21st time.  Some of us are reading the entire Bible in 1 year, some are
reading it in 2 years, some are reading it in 4 years, and others are reading it only every once in a
while.  

We use something called the M’Cheyne reading plan, developed by an 18th-century Scottish pastor.
Yes, it’s sort of old-school.  The plan is available through the free “YouVersion” app. on smartphones.
Depending on how quickly you want to read the Bible, people can read either 1, 2, or 4 chapters a day
in order to reach their goal.  

For those who want  to  dig deeper,  “The Path”  also offers  a weekly  conversation group on most
Tuesdays at noon.  We talk about whatever the Scripture of the day happens to be on that day.  You
can join the conversation via Zoom or in-person at First Baptist Church of Portland (upstairs above the
Fellowship Hall in the “Zoom Room”.  

To join us on “The Path” today, just contact Matt Toupin [Insert email Link] and he can get you set up
on your smartphone.  

“The Path” starts meeting on Tuesday, February 2nd at 12pm.  Join us at the following Zoom link:
[Insert Zoom Link]

“The Path” Readings for February 2021 (Choose 1, 2, or 4 Each Day)
2/1

Gn. 1, Mt. 1,
Ez. 1, Ac. 1

2/2
Gn. 2, Mt. 2, Ez.

2, Ac. 2

2/3
Gn. 3, Mt. 3,
Ez. 3, Ac. 3

2/4
Gn. 4, Mt. 4, Ez.

4, Ac. 4

2/5
Gn. 5, Mt. 5, Ez. 5,

Ac. 5

2/6
Gn. 6, Mt. 6,
Ez. 6, Ac. 6

2/7
Gn. 7, Mt. 7, Ez.

7, Ac. 7
2/8

Gn. 8, Mt. 8,
Ez. 8, Ac. 8

2/9
Gn. 9, Gn. 10,

Mt. 9, Ez. 9, Ac. 9

2/10
Gn. 11, Mt. 10,
Ez. 10, Ac. 10

2/11
Gn. 12, Mt. 11,

Ne. 1, Ac. 11

2/12
Gn. 13, Mt. 12, Ne.

2, Ac. 12

2/13
Gn. 14, Mt. 13,

Ne. 3, Ac. 13

2/14
Gn. 15, Mt. 14,

Ne. 4, Ac. 14
2/15

Gn. 16, Mt. 15,
Ne. 5, Ac. 15

2/16
Gn. 17, Mt. 16,

Ne. 6, Ac. 16

2/17
Gn. 18, Mt. 17,

Ne. 7, Ac. 17

2/18
Gn. 19, Mt. 18,

Ne. 8, Ac. 18

2/19
Gn. 20, Mt. 19, Ne.

9, Ac. 19

2/20
Gn. 21, Mt. 20,
Ne. 10, Ac. 20

2/21
Gn. 22, Mt. 21,
Ne. 11, Ac. 21

2/22
Gn. 23, Mt. 22,
Ne. 12, Ac. 22

2/23
Gn. 24, Mt. 23,
Ne. 13, Ac. 23

2/24
Gn. 25, Mt. 24,

Es. 1, Ac. 24

2/25
Gn. 26, Mt. 25,

Es. 2, Ac. 25

2/26
Gn. 27, Mt. 26, Es.

3, Ac. 26

2/27
Gn. 28, Mt. 27,

Es. 4, Ac. 27

2/28
Gn. 29, Mt. 28,

Es. 5, Ac. 28

“2021 ANNUAL THEME: JESUS BRINGS NEW LIFE.”

“According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead…” (1 Peter 1:3b)

For some, “The Path” is a challenge. For others, it’s a 
commitment to grow and learn. Or, it can even just be a 
way for skeptics to check things out.

“The Path” is a community of people who are interested 
in reading the Bible together—some for the 1st time and 
others for the 21st time. Some of us are reading the entire 
Bible in 1 year, some are reading it in 2 years, some are 
reading it in 4 years, and others are reading it only every 
once in a while.

We use something called the M’Cheyne reading plan, 
developed by an 18th-century Scottish pastor. Yes, it’s 
sort of old-school. The plan is available through the free 
“YouVersion” app. on smartphones. Depending on how 
quickly you want to read the Bible, people can read either 

1, 2, or 4 chapters a day in order to reach their goal.
For those who want to dig deeper, “The Path” also 

offers a weekly conversation group on most Tuesdays at 
noon. We talk about whatever the Scripture of the day 
happens to be on that day. You can join the conversation 
via Zoom or in-person at First Baptist Church of Portland 
(upstairs above the Fellowship Hall in the “Zoom Room”.

To join us on “The Path” today, just contact Pastor 
Matt at mtoupin@fbc-portland.org and he can get you set 
up on your smartphone.

“The Path” starts meeting on Tuesday, February 2, at 
12:00 pm. Join us at the following Zoom link:  
https://tinyurl.com/FBC-ThePath

Welcome to: “The Path”
news and information
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Community Youth Group! 

Join us for a weekly Youth Group program via Zoom, 
for all students in 6th–12th grade, led by Community 
Youth Pastor, Visal Sok. See old friends from church 
and meet new ones from other churches in our area. 
Pastors Matt, Chris, and Peter are super excited to work 
with Visal, who grew up at FBC! 

If you need any help, just contact the church office.

Continued from page 3
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• February 7 – Part IV: “The Word Became Flesh” 
(John 1:14-18)

• February 14 – Part V: “Who Are You?” (John 1:19-28)
• February 21 – Part VI: “Lamb Of God” (John 1:29-34)
• February 28 – Part VII: “Follow Me” (John 1:35-51)

THANK YOU for your 
faithful generosity!

We continue to be so grateful to our church family for 
your generosity in supporting the work of FBC during 
the pandemic. We are thankful for the tithes and 
offerings you send through your bank, by sending a 
check in the mail, or by using the online giving feature 
on our website (fbc-portland.org). Blessings!

—FBC Executive Committee

Mission PDX
We are everyday people 
LOOKING UP to God for meaning in life; 
REACHING OUT across cultural boundaries with the 
hope of Jesus; 
RAISING UP a generation in the way of Jesus; 
LIVING AS FAMILY, different though we may be; and 
SERVING TOGETHER for the good of others.  

First Baptist COVID-19 and 
Re-Opening Update

Taking into account the most reliable information 
from the State of Oregon and Multnomah County, 
FBC will continue to offer worship services 
through live-streaming only during the month of 
February. However, there will continue to be various 
opportunities for live, in-person interactions at or near 
the church building, including:
• “Drive-Up Communion” – February 7 from 

8:30am–9:30am
• Lenten Devotional Candle Pickup – at “Drive-

Up Communion” or schedule your time with 
Pastor Chris or Matt

Our leadership team continues to work hard to prepare 
for re-opening. A detailed “COVID-19 Protocol” 
document has been adopted by leadership. 

Mardi Gras/Ash Wednesday 
February 17, on Zoom 

Join us at 6:00 pm,  
on Wednesday, 
February 17, for a Mardi 
Gras Potluck. BYO 
pancakes and beads as we 
gather for food, fun, and 
games. At 7:00 pm, we 
will have Ash Wednesday 
Bible Study Stay, as a time 
of centering, prayer, and 
resolution as we prepare 
our hearts for the  
Lenten Season.

Continued from page 4

Scenes from the FBC Art Exhibition

Visal grew up at First Baptist 
Church of Portland and has served 
in various churches in pastoral 
ministry for many years. Prior to 
serving as Community Youth Pastor 
here in Portland, he served as the 
Associate Pastor of First Chinese 
Baptist Church in San Francisco 
since 2012. Visal is a graduate of 

Western Seminary in Portland. He 
is a gifted preacher and has a passion 
for reaching youth with the Gospel. 
Visal has a great sense of humor, and 
he loves pho. Don’t know what pho 
is? Ask him when you meet him at 
church some time!). Visal and his 
wife, Lindsey, are the proud parents 
of three girls.

(Re-)Meet Visal Sok
Continued on page 9
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In previous years, I made the February Trumpeter article 
a list of things I love. However, in 2020, it was difficult 
to find things to love — pop culturally speaking. But, on 
December 25, Pixar and Disney+ gifted us a wonderful 
Christmas present, the movie, Soul.

The plot of Soul centers around 
a middle-aged, African-American 
music teacher named Joe Gardner. 
After getting the gig of a lifetime 
Joe takes a fateful step over an open 
manhole and finds himself in the 
afterlife. Realizing that he is on 
the path to the “Great Beyond,” 
Joe escapes and finds himself in 
the “Great Before” where souls’ 
personalities are formed before being 
sent to Earth.  In his attempts to 
make it back to his earthly body, 
Joe befriends a long-suffering soul 
named 22. 22 should have been 
sent to Earth centuries before, (the 
name implies she is the 22nd Soul 
created) but cannot go until she 
receives her Spark, the last patch on 
her personality badge. Unfortunately 
nobody, not even Mother Theresa or 
Muhammad Ali, can seem to ignite a Spark in her. 

From there Joe and 22 get into a number of madcap, 
Pixaresque antics all while exploring what it means to be 
alive and to find one's purpose. 

There have been numerous articles written about 
the majesty of this movie’s animation, its achievements 
in storytelling, and significance in portraying African-
American animated characters. I affirm the opinions that 
this movie excels in all of these areas. 

But what about religion?
In interviews, Soul’s creators talk about how they surveyed 
a diverse group of religious and spiritual leaders as well as 
cultural researchers to give texture and accuracy to the ideas 
represented in the movie. In order to both maintain neutral 
religious views and to create a unique “soul world”, the 
movie makes no religious claims. Some Christian groups 

might criticize the movie for lack of a religious stance. There 
is no God figure, nor any separation of good souls from 
bad. However, despite this choice, I think there is much 
for Christians to learn from the movie’s themes as well as 
alignments with Christian thought.

Take the portrayal of the afterlife, 
for example. While not explicitly 
Christian (Moses, Jesus, and other 
Biblical figures are notably absent in 
the list of “mentors”), it is also not 
explicitly atheist. It claims to purport 
there is an afterlife and a heaven-like 
place into which all souls ascend. There 
is also the implication that the universe 
has intelligent design behind it. The 
figures that usher the souls through 
the Great Before could even be seen as 
subcontractors of a more overarching 
god-like figure. 

Another way this movie can be 
significant to Christians is a bit more 
deep, and to understand it requires a 
short lesson in postmodernism.

In the Modern Era (developed 
in the late eighteenth century and 
extending into the mid nineteenth 

century) much emphasis was given to facts, logic, and 
scientific analysis. More broadly, it was believed questions 
had distinct answers and everything could be categorized. 
Postmodern thought was a response to modernity. 
Brought on by a time of uncertainty, it sought to question 
everything. Postmodernism gives emphasis to the illogical 
and irrational. Categories are fluid and, in some cases, 
meaningless. Taken to an extreme, postmodernism makes 
it difficult to grasp on to anything. As an answer for this, 
an era of post-postmodernism has emerged wherein people 
have sought to pull meaning, truth, and significance out of 
a culture that is saturated with imagery, irony, and suspect 
intentions (think advertising). 

Think of it this way: Modernism sees a clay 
sculpture of an elephant and calls it an elephant. 

Pastor Chris's Soul Sona (a representation 
of the persona in the soul world).

The Trumpeter February 2021February 2021
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Getting Soul DeepPostmodernism would say it is clay pretending to 
be an elephant. Post-postmodernism seeks to find 
meaning in why someone would fashion clay into an 
elephant shape. 

The brilliance of Soul is how it works as a post-
postmodern art form by pulling meaning from the 
morass of uncertainty. The idea of a Spark (the last bit of a 
soul’s makeup) is a great example of this. Sparks can come 
from anywhere or anything. There is no one kind of Spark 
or method for getting a Spark; no modernist procedure 
to follow. A postmodern thinker might question whether 
Sparks really even exist. But the movie is clear to point out 
that every soul was given a Spark before getting their ticket 
to Earth. The truth of the Spark is only true to the soul it 
inhabits, but that does not make it any less true. 

The more central post-postmodern truth in the movie, 
Soul, is that life is meant to be lived in each moment. Life’s 
meaning is not a result of something that happens 
to a person, but something a person can recognize as 
available anytime. At first glance this might seem like a 
Buddhist idea, living in the moment, but the Bible is full 
of similar notions. Think of Jesus speaking to the woman 
at the well in John 4. Jesus offers her living water, a gift 

which will allow her to never thirst again. However you 
interpret the words of Jesus, it is clear this gift is not 
something for a future time, but for the immediate present. 
Similarly in 1 Peter 1:8–9 Peter writes, “Though you have 
not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not 
see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an 
inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the end 
result of your faith, the salvation of your souls.” Peter does 
not say, “You will receive…” He says “You are receiving.” 
Here. Now. The gift of God through Jesus is one to be 
experienced in life, not after it. 

The character of Joe in Soul, although not experiencing 
a Christian idea of this concept, does come to appreciate 
the miracle that is life, and the blessing that is having a soul. 
For this we can all be grateful.

—Pastor Chris

Continued on page 8

Continued from page 5

reopen those classes yet. It will be too difficult for us to 
contain the virus among the children's activities at this time. 
We are so grateful for your ministry, which continues to 
support us toward their needs in this time. Poor families 
continue to come to the center during weekdays, requesting 
food assistance, due to this pandemic's economic downturn. 
Our God is good to sustain this ministry through your 
generosity and prayer. We also thank you all for your 
financial support in 2020. By this time of the year, our 

CCM treasurers have mailed out your tax-deductible 
receipt. If you did not get it yet, please do not hesitate to 
contact me or the church ofice, and we will get it sorted. 
As we set up our 2021 budget, we pray that God will 
richly bless you, the family, and the business that this life-
changing ministry will spiritually grow and meet the needs 
of the Cambodian children and their families the same as it 
did in 2020. We truly believe that God's marvelous deeds 
among all peoples will be part of your vision as well. Thank 
you, and Happy Valentine's Day!

— Pastor Peter

Continued from page 7
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During this pandemic, and after the the holiday 
season, the Cambodian children's ministry has continued 
to meet in small groups, due to the widespread threat of 
the virus. They conducted worship services and nutritional 
programs, including clearing the grounds at the center from 
debris on the property. As the summertime is starting, the 
constructors have begun to resume their work on finishing 
the highway adjacent to our property. Some public schools 
in the province have started to reopen part-time for certain 
classes. For the children at the center, we decided to not 
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Cambodian Ministry NewsCambodian Ministry News

We are so blessed with the presence of our living Lord while 
our spiritual journey grows through the pandemic, and the 
previous holiday season, along with the political chaos of 
our nations, as well. What an experience of joy in the Lord! 
Three times each week we studied his words, worshiping 
God, singing praises, praying for each another along with 
our nation, and serving ministries in different ways during 
this hard time. Our God is great and worthy to be praised. 
He keeps us focusing on Him at all times instead of the 
bad news facing illness, death, persecution, stress, and also 
financial crises.    

I am so glad and felt good, as well, that at church 
during our new Senior Pastor's administration many new 
things have been in progress; such as fixing the roof and 
rooms, repainting walls, new youth ministry, revising 
worship services, filling the new term of the officers to all 
available positions, booking up 2021 ministry calendar 
and high-tech elements have been updated, etc. We thank 

our God's provision during this challenging time, as 
both church staff and pastoral staff are working hard to 
restore the building condition and maintaining ministries 
throughout this tragic, global pandemic.

"Sing to the Lord, all the earth; proclaim his salvation day after day. Declare his glory 
among the nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples. For great is the Lord and most 
worthy of praise; he must be feared above all gods. For all the gods of the nations are idols, 

but the Lord made the heavens." —1 ChroniCles 16:23–26

ដំណឹងសំរាប់ពួកជំនុំខ្មែរ
ខ្ញុំសូមអរគុណដល់ពួកជំនុំយើងដែលបានឆ្លៀតឱកាសខំបែឹង 
ចូលរួមការសិកែសាពែះគម្ពីររាល់ថ្ងែពុធយប់ និងថ្ងែអាទិតែយពែឹក
ពែមទាំងបានចូលរួមថ្វែយបង្គំពែះនៅពែឹកថ្ងែអាទិតែយតាម
រយះ Live-stream on Facebook ផងដែរនៅក្នុងពែលដែល 
យើងកំពុងឆ្លងកាត់ការរាលដាលជំងឺកូរ៉ូណានែះ។ ជាមួយ 
គ្នែខ្ញុំក៏សូមថ្លែងអំណរគុណដល់ពែះពីការខ្ជែប់ខ្ជួនដែលពួក
ជំនុំយើងបានផ្ញើដង្វែយមកសំរាប់ការងរពែះនៅពែះវិហារ
យើង និងនៅមណ្ឌលកូនក្មែងសែុកខ្មែរ ទោះជាពួកជំនុំយើង 
ជួបនូវឱនភាពរបស់សែដ្ឋកិច្ចជំនាន់នែះក៏ដោយ។
នៅមណ្ឌលកូនក្មែង យើងបន្តនូវការបែជុំថ្វែយបង្គំពែះបែចាំ
អាទិតែយ និងទទួលទានអាហារ ជាកម្មវិធីតូចធម្មតាដោយមាន 
ពាក់របាំងមុខ (mask) ផងដែរ។
ទោះជាមានសាលារដ្ឋខ្លះៗ បានបើកហើយនោះក៏ដោយ តែ
យើងមិនទាន់បានបើកថ្នែក់រៀនបែចាំថ្ងែនៅឡើយនោះទែ 
ពីពែែះការឆ្លងជំងឺនៅមាននៅឡើយ។ រាល់សបា្តែហ៍យើង 
តែងមានកម្មវិធីសំអាតមណ្ឌល និងការកាត់កូនដើមឈើ
តូចៗចោលដែរ។ នៅក្នុងរដូវក្តែនែះការធ្វើថ្នល់តាមខងមុខ
មណ្ឌលយើង គែក៏បន្តធ្វើយ៉ែងសកម្មដូចពួកជំនុំបានឃើញ
នៅក្នុងរូបថតនែះ។ 
សូមយើងបន្តការអធិសា្ឋែនសំរាប់សុខភាព និងការដឹកនាំ និង
ការផែសាយដំណឹងល្អរបស់មណ្ឌលកូនក្មែងទៅក្នុងសហគមន៍ 
នោះ ដែលជាបែសកកម្មរបស់ពែះផ្ញើទុកនឹងយើងរាល់គ្នែ។Continued on page 8
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During this pandemic, and after the the holiday 
season, the Cambodian children's ministry has continued 
to meet in small groups, due to the widespread threat of 
the virus. They conducted worship services and nutritional 
programs, including clearing the grounds at the center from 
debris on the property. As the summertime is starting, the 
constructors have begun to resume their work on finishing 
the highway adjacent to our property. Some public schools 
in the province have started to reopen part-time for certain 
classes. For the children at the center, we decided to not 
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Cambodian Ministry NewsCambodian Ministry News

We are so blessed with the presence of our living Lord while 
our spiritual journey grows through the pandemic, and the 
previous holiday season, along with the political chaos of 
our nations, as well. What an experience of joy in the Lord! 
Three times each week we studied his words, worshiping 
God, singing praises, praying for each another along with 
our nation, and serving ministries in different ways during 
this hard time. Our God is great and worthy to be praised. 
He keeps us focusing on Him at all times instead of the 
bad news facing illness, death, persecution, stress, and also 
financial crises.    

I am so glad and felt good, as well, that at church 
during our new Senior Pastor's administration many new 
things have been in progress; such as fixing the roof and 
rooms, repainting walls, new youth ministry, revising 
worship services, filling the new term of the officers to all 
available positions, booking up 2021 ministry calendar 
and high-tech elements have been updated, etc. We thank 

our God's provision during this challenging time, as 
both church staff and pastoral staff are working hard to 
restore the building condition and maintaining ministries 
throughout this tragic, global pandemic.

"Sing to the Lord, all the earth; proclaim his salvation day after day. Declare his glory 
among the nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples. For great is the Lord and most 
worthy of praise; he must be feared above all gods. For all the gods of the nations are idols, 

but the Lord made the heavens." —1 ChroniCles 16:23–26

ដំណឹងសំរាប់ពួកជំនុំខ្មែរ
ខ្ញុំសូមអរគុណដល់ពួកជំនុំយើងដែលបានឆ្លៀតឱកាសខំបែឹង 
ចូលរួមការសិកែសាពែះគម្ពីររាល់ថ្ងែពុធយប់ និងថ្ងែអាទិតែយពែឹក
ពែមទាំងបានចូលរួមថ្វែយបង្គំពែះនៅពែឹកថ្ងែអាទិតែយតាម
រយះ Live-stream on Facebook ផងដែរនៅក្នុងពែលដែល 
យើងកំពុងឆ្លងកាត់ការរាលដាលជំងឺកូរ៉ូណានែះ។ ជាមួយ 
គ្នែខ្ញុំក៏សូមថ្លែងអំណរគុណដល់ពែះពីការខ្ជែប់ខ្ជួនដែលពួក
ជំនុំយើងបានផ្ញើដង្វែយមកសំរាប់ការងរពែះនៅពែះវិហារ
យើង និងនៅមណ្ឌលកូនក្មែងសែុកខ្មែរ ទោះជាពួកជំនុំយើង 
ជួបនូវឱនភាពរបស់សែដ្ឋកិច្ចជំនាន់នែះក៏ដោយ។
នៅមណ្ឌលកូនក្មែង យើងបន្តនូវការបែជុំថ្វែយបង្គំពែះបែចាំ
អាទិតែយ និងទទួលទានអាហារ ជាកម្មវិធីតូចធម្មតាដោយមាន 
ពាក់របាំងមុខ (mask) ផងដែរ។
ទោះជាមានសាលារដ្ឋខ្លះៗ បានបើកហើយនោះក៏ដោយ តែ
យើងមិនទាន់បានបើកថ្នែក់រៀនបែចាំថ្ងែនៅឡើយនោះទែ 
ពីពែែះការឆ្លងជំងឺនៅមាននៅឡើយ។ រាល់សបា្តែហ៍យើង 
តែងមានកម្មវិធីសំអាតមណ្ឌល និងការកាត់កូនដើមឈើ
តូចៗចោលដែរ។ នៅក្នុងរដូវក្តែនែះការធ្វើថ្នល់តាមខងមុខ
មណ្ឌលយើង គែក៏បន្តធ្វើយ៉ែងសកម្មដូចពួកជំនុំបានឃើញ
នៅក្នុងរូបថតនែះ។ 
សូមយើងបន្តការអធិសា្ឋែនសំរាប់សុខភាព និងការដឹកនាំ និង
ការផែសាយដំណឹងល្អរបស់មណ្ឌលកូនក្មែងទៅក្នុងសហគមន៍ 
នោះ ដែលជាបែសកកម្មរបស់ពែះផ្ញើទុកនឹងយើងរាល់គ្នែ។Continued on page 8
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In previous years, I made the February Trumpeter article 
a list of things I love. However, in 2020, it was difficult 
to find things to love — pop culturally speaking. But, on 
December 25, Pixar and Disney+ gifted us a wonderful 
Christmas present, the movie, Soul.

The plot of Soul centers around 
a middle-aged, African-American 
music teacher named Joe Gardner. 
After getting the gig of a lifetime 
Joe takes a fateful step over an open 
manhole and finds himself in the 
afterlife. Realizing that he is on 
the path to the “Great Beyond,” 
Joe escapes and finds himself in 
the “Great Before” where souls’ 
personalities are formed before being 
sent to Earth.  In his attempts to 
make it back to his earthly body, 
Joe befriends a long-suffering soul 
named 22. 22 should have been 
sent to Earth centuries before, (the 
name implies she is the 22nd Soul 
created) but cannot go until she 
receives her Spark, the last patch on 
her personality badge. Unfortunately 
nobody, not even Mother Theresa or 
Muhammad Ali, can seem to ignite a Spark in her. 

From there Joe and 22 get into a number of madcap, 
Pixaresque antics all while exploring what it means to be 
alive and to find one's purpose. 

There have been numerous articles written about 
the majesty of this movie’s animation, its achievements 
in storytelling, and significance in portraying African-
American animated characters. I affirm the opinions that 
this movie excels in all of these areas. 

But what about religion?
In interviews, Soul’s creators talk about how they surveyed 
a diverse group of religious and spiritual leaders as well as 
cultural researchers to give texture and accuracy to the ideas 
represented in the movie. In order to both maintain neutral 
religious views and to create a unique “soul world”, the 
movie makes no religious claims. Some Christian groups 

might criticize the movie for lack of a religious stance. There 
is no God figure, nor any separation of good souls from 
bad. However, despite this choice, I think there is much 
for Christians to learn from the movie’s themes as well as 
alignments with Christian thought.

Take the portrayal of the afterlife, 
for example. While not explicitly 
Christian (Moses, Jesus, and other 
Biblical figures are notably absent in 
the list of “mentors”), it is also not 
explicitly atheist. It claims to purport 
there is an afterlife and a heaven-like 
place into which all souls ascend. There 
is also the implication that the universe 
has intelligent design behind it. The 
figures that usher the souls through 
the Great Before could even be seen as 
subcontractors of a more overarching 
god-like figure. 

Another way this movie can be 
significant to Christians is a bit more 
deep, and to understand it requires a 
short lesson in postmodernism.

In the Modern Era (developed 
in the late eighteenth century and 
extending into the mid nineteenth 

century) much emphasis was given to facts, logic, and 
scientific analysis. More broadly, it was believed questions 
had distinct answers and everything could be categorized. 
Postmodern thought was a response to modernity. 
Brought on by a time of uncertainty, it sought to question 
everything. Postmodernism gives emphasis to the illogical 
and irrational. Categories are fluid and, in some cases, 
meaningless. Taken to an extreme, postmodernism makes 
it difficult to grasp on to anything. As an answer for this, 
an era of post-postmodernism has emerged wherein people 
have sought to pull meaning, truth, and significance out of 
a culture that is saturated with imagery, irony, and suspect 
intentions (think advertising). 

Think of it this way: Modernism sees a clay 
sculpture of an elephant and calls it an elephant. 

Pastor Chris's Soul Sona (a representation 
of the persona in the soul world).
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Getting Soul DeepPostmodernism would say it is clay pretending to 
be an elephant. Post-postmodernism seeks to find 
meaning in why someone would fashion clay into an 
elephant shape. 

The brilliance of Soul is how it works as a post-
postmodern art form by pulling meaning from the 
morass of uncertainty. The idea of a Spark (the last bit of a 
soul’s makeup) is a great example of this. Sparks can come 
from anywhere or anything. There is no one kind of Spark 
or method for getting a Spark; no modernist procedure 
to follow. A postmodern thinker might question whether 
Sparks really even exist. But the movie is clear to point out 
that every soul was given a Spark before getting their ticket 
to Earth. The truth of the Spark is only true to the soul it 
inhabits, but that does not make it any less true. 

The more central post-postmodern truth in the movie, 
Soul, is that life is meant to be lived in each moment. Life’s 
meaning is not a result of something that happens 
to a person, but something a person can recognize as 
available anytime. At first glance this might seem like a 
Buddhist idea, living in the moment, but the Bible is full 
of similar notions. Think of Jesus speaking to the woman 
at the well in John 4. Jesus offers her living water, a gift 

which will allow her to never thirst again. However you 
interpret the words of Jesus, it is clear this gift is not 
something for a future time, but for the immediate present. 
Similarly in 1 Peter 1:8–9 Peter writes, “Though you have 
not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not 
see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an 
inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the end 
result of your faith, the salvation of your souls.” Peter does 
not say, “You will receive…” He says “You are receiving.” 
Here. Now. The gift of God through Jesus is one to be 
experienced in life, not after it. 

The character of Joe in Soul, although not experiencing 
a Christian idea of this concept, does come to appreciate 
the miracle that is life, and the blessing that is having a soul. 
For this we can all be grateful.

—Pastor Chris

Continued on page 8

Continued from page 5

reopen those classes yet. It will be too difficult for us to 
contain the virus among the children's activities at this time. 
We are so grateful for your ministry, which continues to 
support us toward their needs in this time. Poor families 
continue to come to the center during weekdays, requesting 
food assistance, due to this pandemic's economic downturn. 
Our God is good to sustain this ministry through your 
generosity and prayer. We also thank you all for your 
financial support in 2020. By this time of the year, our 

CCM treasurers have mailed out your tax-deductible 
receipt. If you did not get it yet, please do not hesitate to 
contact me or the church ofice, and we will get it sorted. 
As we set up our 2021 budget, we pray that God will 
richly bless you, the family, and the business that this life-
changing ministry will spiritually grow and meet the needs 
of the Cambodian children and their families the same as it 
did in 2020. We truly believe that God's marvelous deeds 
among all peoples will be part of your vision as well. Thank 
you, and Happy Valentine's Day!

— Pastor Peter

Continued from page 7
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Community Youth Group! 

Join us for a weekly Youth Group program via Zoom, 
for all students in 6th–12th grade, led by Community 
Youth Pastor, Visal Sok. See old friends from church 
and meet new ones from other churches in our area. 
Pastors Matt, Chris, and Peter are super excited to work 
with Visal, who grew up at FBC! 

If you need any help, just contact the church office.

Continued from page 3
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• February 7 – Part IV: “The Word Became Flesh” 
(John 1:14-18)

• February 14 – Part V: “Who Are You?” (John 1:19-28)
• February 21 – Part VI: “Lamb Of God” (John 1:29-34)
• February 28 – Part VII: “Follow Me” (John 1:35-51)

THANK YOU for your 
faithful generosity!

We continue to be so grateful to our church family for 
your generosity in supporting the work of FBC during 
the pandemic. We are thankful for the tithes and 
offerings you send through your bank, by sending a 
check in the mail, or by using the online giving feature 
on our website (fbc-portland.org). Blessings!

—FBC Executive Committee

Mission PDX
We are everyday people 
LOOKING UP to God for meaning in life; 
REACHING OUT across cultural boundaries with the 
hope of Jesus; 
RAISING UP a generation in the way of Jesus; 
LIVING AS FAMILY, different though we may be; and 
SERVING TOGETHER for the good of others.  

First Baptist COVID-19 and 
Re-Opening Update

Taking into account the most reliable information 
from the State of Oregon and Multnomah County, 
FBC will continue to offer worship services 
through live-streaming only during the month of 
February. However, there will continue to be various 
opportunities for live, in-person interactions at or near 
the church building, including:
• “Drive-Up Communion” – February 7 from 

8:30am–9:30am
• Lenten Devotional Candle Pickup – at “Drive-

Up Communion” or schedule your time with 
Pastor Chris or Matt

Our leadership team continues to work hard to prepare 
for re-opening. A detailed “COVID-19 Protocol” 
document has been adopted by leadership. 

Mardi Gras/Ash Wednesday 
February 17, on Zoom 

Join us at 6:00 pm,  
on Wednesday, 
February 17, for a Mardi 
Gras Potluck. BYO 
pancakes and beads as we 
gather for food, fun, and 
games. At 7:00 pm, we 
will have Ash Wednesday 
Bible Study Stay, as a time 
of centering, prayer, and 
resolution as we prepare 
our hearts for the  
Lenten Season.

Continued from page 4

Scenes from the FBC Art Exhibition

Visal grew up at First Baptist 
Church of Portland and has served 
in various churches in pastoral 
ministry for many years. Prior to 
serving as Community Youth Pastor 
here in Portland, he served as the 
Associate Pastor of First Chinese 
Baptist Church in San Francisco 
since 2012. Visal is a graduate of 

Western Seminary in Portland. He 
is a gifted preacher and has a passion 
for reaching youth with the Gospel. 
Visal has a great sense of humor, and 
he loves pho. Don’t know what pho 
is? Ask him when you meet him at 
church some time!). Visal and his 
wife, Lindsey, are the proud parents 
of three girls.

(Re-)Meet Visal Sok
Continued on page 9
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2021 Annual Theme: 
Jesus Brings New Life

“According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born 
again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead…” —1 Peter 1:3b

UPDATE: Xmas Offering 2020
Many thanks to the Lord and to the congregation 
for the fact we were able to raise $2,439 for missions 
through the 2020 Christmas Offering!  These funds 
will go into the Wilson Fund, which FBC uses to 
support our International Global Servants who are 
bringing the hope of Christ to people around the world.  
THANK YOU!

Drive-Up Communion
Sunday, February 7, 8:30–9:30 am

Drive-up, walk-up, or otherwise 
get yourself downtown to join 
us as we celebrate communion 
together in the parking lot on 
February 7, 2021. We are offering 
this ministry the first Sunday of 
every month, rain, snow, or shine, 

until the pandemic subsides. See you at the Lord’s Table! 
(Social-distancing precautions will be taken in order to 
ensure everyone’s health and safety.) 
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Continued on page 4

EXIT

DRIVE-UP
COMMUNION

"…workin' on a building…"

Welcome to:
“The Path”

For some, “The Path” is a challenge.  For others, it’s a commitment to grow and learn.  Or, it can even
just be a way for skeptics to check things out.  

“The Path” is a community of people who are interested in reading the Bible together—some for the
1st time and others for the 21st time.  Some of us are reading the entire Bible in 1 year, some are
reading it in 2 years, some are reading it in 4 years, and others are reading it only every once in a
while.  

We use something called the M’Cheyne reading plan, developed by an 18th-century Scottish pastor.
Yes, it’s sort of old-school.  The plan is available through the free “YouVersion” app. on smartphones.
Depending on how quickly you want to read the Bible, people can read either 1, 2, or 4 chapters a day
in order to reach their goal.  

For those who want  to  dig deeper,  “The Path”  also offers  a weekly  conversation group on most
Tuesdays at noon.  We talk about whatever the Scripture of the day happens to be on that day.  You
can join the conversation via Zoom or in-person at First Baptist Church of Portland (upstairs above the
Fellowship Hall in the “Zoom Room”.  

To join us on “The Path” today, just contact Matt Toupin [Insert email Link] and he can get you set up
on your smartphone.  

“The Path” starts meeting on Tuesday, February 2nd at 12pm.  Join us at the following Zoom link:
[Insert Zoom Link]

“The Path” Readings for February 2021 (Choose 1, 2, or 4 Each Day)
2/1

Gn. 1, Mt. 1,
Ez. 1, Ac. 1

2/2
Gn. 2, Mt. 2, Ez.

2, Ac. 2

2/3
Gn. 3, Mt. 3,
Ez. 3, Ac. 3

2/4
Gn. 4, Mt. 4, Ez.

4, Ac. 4

2/5
Gn. 5, Mt. 5, Ez. 5,

Ac. 5

2/6
Gn. 6, Mt. 6,
Ez. 6, Ac. 6

2/7
Gn. 7, Mt. 7, Ez.

7, Ac. 7
2/8

Gn. 8, Mt. 8,
Ez. 8, Ac. 8

2/9
Gn. 9, Gn. 10,

Mt. 9, Ez. 9, Ac. 9

2/10
Gn. 11, Mt. 10,
Ez. 10, Ac. 10

2/11
Gn. 12, Mt. 11,

Ne. 1, Ac. 11

2/12
Gn. 13, Mt. 12, Ne.

2, Ac. 12

2/13
Gn. 14, Mt. 13,

Ne. 3, Ac. 13

2/14
Gn. 15, Mt. 14,

Ne. 4, Ac. 14
2/15

Gn. 16, Mt. 15,
Ne. 5, Ac. 15

2/16
Gn. 17, Mt. 16,

Ne. 6, Ac. 16

2/17
Gn. 18, Mt. 17,

Ne. 7, Ac. 17

2/18
Gn. 19, Mt. 18,

Ne. 8, Ac. 18

2/19
Gn. 20, Mt. 19, Ne.

9, Ac. 19

2/20
Gn. 21, Mt. 20,
Ne. 10, Ac. 20

2/21
Gn. 22, Mt. 21,
Ne. 11, Ac. 21

2/22
Gn. 23, Mt. 22,
Ne. 12, Ac. 22

2/23
Gn. 24, Mt. 23,
Ne. 13, Ac. 23

2/24
Gn. 25, Mt. 24,

Es. 1, Ac. 24

2/25
Gn. 26, Mt. 25,

Es. 2, Ac. 25

2/26
Gn. 27, Mt. 26, Es.

3, Ac. 26

2/27
Gn. 28, Mt. 27,

Es. 4, Ac. 27

2/28
Gn. 29, Mt. 28,

Es. 5, Ac. 28

“2021 ANNUAL THEME: JESUS BRINGS NEW LIFE.”

“According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead…” (1 Peter 1:3b)

For some, “The Path” is a challenge. For others, it’s a 
commitment to grow and learn. Or, it can even just be a 
way for skeptics to check things out.

“The Path” is a community of people who are interested 
in reading the Bible together—some for the 1st time and 
others for the 21st time. Some of us are reading the entire 
Bible in 1 year, some are reading it in 2 years, some are 
reading it in 4 years, and others are reading it only every 
once in a while.

We use something called the M’Cheyne reading plan, 
developed by an 18th-century Scottish pastor. Yes, it’s 
sort of old-school. The plan is available through the free 
“YouVersion” app. on smartphones. Depending on how 
quickly you want to read the Bible, people can read either 

1, 2, or 4 chapters a day in order to reach their goal.
For those who want to dig deeper, “The Path” also 

offers a weekly conversation group on most Tuesdays at 
noon. We talk about whatever the Scripture of the day 
happens to be on that day. You can join the conversation 
via Zoom or in-person at First Baptist Church of Portland 
(upstairs above the Fellowship Hall in the “Zoom Room”.

To join us on “The Path” today, just contact Pastor 
Matt at mtoupin@fbc-portland.org and he can get you set 
up on your smartphone.

“The Path” starts meeting on Tuesday, February 2, at 
12:00 pm. Join us at the following Zoom link:  
https://tinyurl.com/FBC-ThePath

Welcome to: “The Path”
news and information
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Trumpeter content due

8:30 am:  
  Drive-Up Communion
  Lenten Candle Pick-up 
  'Soup'er Bowl

12:00 pm:  
  The Path Bible study

7:00–9:00 pm:  
  Worship Meeting

7:00 pm:  
  Foundation Meeting

12:00 pm:  
  The Path Bible study

12:00 pm:  
  The Path Bible study

12:00 pm:  
  The Path Bible study

7:00–11:00 pm:  
  Diaconate Meeting

6:00 pm:  
  Mardi Gras  
  virtual potluck

6:00–7:00 pm:  
  EPC Meeting

6:00 pm: 
 Comm. Youth Group
 via Zoom

6:00 pm: 
 Comm. Youth Group
 via Zoom

6:00 pm: 
 Comm. Youth Group
 via Zoom

6:00 pm: 
 Comm. Youth Group
 via Zoom

6:00 pm: 
 Comm. Youth Group
 via Zoom

SUNDAY 
8:45 am: Contemporary Service
9:30 am: Khmer Sunday School via Zoom
10:00 am: Sunday School for all ages
10:45 am: Khmer Devotional, online at fbc-portland.org 
11:00 am: Worship Service, online at fbc-portland.org
 Cambodian language, Rose Chapel  
 Children’s Church
 for ages 3 through 7th Grade

MONDAY—SUNDAY 
6:00 – 8:00 am: Eye Opener (AA meeting)

MONDAY & THURSDAY 
2:00 – 4:00 pm: Drop-In Center

TUESDAY 
5:30 pm: Dinner + A Movie

WEDNESDAY 

5:45 pm: Wednesday Night Dinner 
7:00 pm: Sermon-based Bible Study online
7:30 pm: Choir rehearsal (September – June)
8:00 pm: Khmer Bible Study via Zoom 

THURSDAY 

6:00 pm: Community Youth Group via Zoom 
7:00 - 8:00 pm: Downtowners (AA meeting)

FRIDAY 
Office closed 
6:00 pm:  FOCUS
Events in grey are postponed until further notice.

FEBRUARY
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

31
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28

1
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19
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13
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27
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Page 2

The Trumpeter is published twelve times a year  
(January – December). Find us on the web:  
www.fbc-portland.org and www.ccmnews.org
The next Trumpeter deadline is February 15, 2021.  
Please send submissions to jchastain@fbc-portland.org

Matt Toupin — Senior Pastor
Peter Im — Cambodian Ministries 
Chris Shade — Associate Pastor 
Daniel Plesha — Worship Music Director 
Visal Sok — Community Youth Pastor 
Cathy Francis — Business Administrator
Pat Forrester — Facilities Manager 
Jason Chastain — Assistant Business Administrator
Kathleen Chastain — Receptionist

Paz Mark ................................................................... 2/1
Saphoeun Prom .........................................................2/2
Canny Mark .............................................................2/2
Ted Fischer ................................................................2/6
Yom Huon .................................................................2/6
Sonnary Chan ........................................................... 2/7
Dick Smith ................................................................2/8
Lim Chan .................................................................2/8
Somaly Suon ........................................................... 2/10
Julissa Theang ...........................................................2/11
Chanry Khao .......................................................... 2/14
T.K Olson ............................................................... 2/14
Vern Chartier .......................................................... 2/14
Ren Rath ................................................................. 2/15
Davin Evans ............................................................ 2/17

Darcia Hing ............................................................ 2/18
Travis Hatton .......................................................... 2/19
Tara Casper ............................................................. 2/19
Sothy Prom .............................................................2/20
Vanny Cao ..............................................................2/20
Ron Callahan ..........................................................2/22
Rinoa French ...........................................................2/23
Renee Shade ............................................................2/23
Grant Shearer ..........................................................2/24
Mick Johnson .......................................................... 2/25
Jeanette Oberfoell .................................................... 2/27
Brian Shade .............................................................2/28

Please let the office know if there are names missing from 
this list. We strive for accuracy in our member database.

Member Birthdays

WE WILL RETURN TO OUR REGULAR SCHEDULE WHEN REGULATIONS PERMIT US TO DO SO.

1

PREVIOUS ISSUES OF THE TRUMPETER AVAILABLE AT FBC-PORTLAND.ORG

The "Soup"er Bowl is a nationwide youth fund-raiser 
to combat hunger by contributing to local soup 
kitchens and food banks. Although we will not be 
able to walk around with our soup pots this year, we 
will be taking up a special offering on February 7, 
2021, for the 
FBC Drop-In 
Ministry. If 
you would like 
to contribute, 
please send a 
payment with 
"Drop-In 
Ministry" in 
the memo. Thank you.

This year we will be offering 
a candle craft to make at the 
beginning of Lent. We will 
provide the candles, glue and 
instructions, and you will 
provide the decorations. This 
candle will be a companion 
to you and your family for 
devotionals throughout the 
Lenten season. Pick them up 
starting Sunday February 7, 
2021, at Drive-Up Communion. 
Email Pastor Chris if you need 
one delivered. 

"Soup"er Bowl on February 7 Lenten Candle Craft
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With all the turmoil and transition going on in our society 
these days, I was recently deeply impacted by the words 
of a sermon by Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., entitled 
“Loving Your Enemies.” How different would things be 
these days if people would follow that simple, ancient, yet 
radical advice: “Love your enemies.” It does not matter 
if you are a Democrat, a Republican, or something else 
entirely. If you are truly seeking to follow Jesus, who 
taught you to “Love your enemies,” you will be able to 
pray both for folks you like and for folks you don’t like.

This year, we are starting a journey studying the 
Gospel of John. And as we approach this amazing account 
of the life of Jesus, my basic premise is this, that—In all 
times and in all places, the Church must be re-grounded 
in the Gospel, and the conviction that JESUS BRINGS 
NEW LIFE.

I’m preaching through John this year because I think 
it’s important for any church—including First Baptist—to 
re-ground itself in why we exist and what it’s all about—
and that’s JESUS—who transcends time and politics! It’s 
so easy for Christians, especially these days, to get pulled 
to one side or the other. But that takes the focus off Jesus 
and compromises our ability to faithfully share the Good 
News without distraction.

As we enter the Lenten season, a time when many 
folks seek to re-ground themselves in their journey of 
faith, my challenge to us all is this: Focus on Jesus first—

entrust the cares of this life to the Lord—and let the rest 
fall into place.

Personally, I’m not one to do much with Lent. 
I’ve never really “given something up.” I’ve also never 
really “taken something on.” However, I do see value in 
renewing one’s commitment to Christ and to the radical 
idea of loving even one’s enemies. So, I would like to 
invite you to consider participating in two activities as we 
approach the Lenten season, which may serve to re-ground 
you and rejuvenate your spiritual walk.

First of all, there is “The Path,” which is a new 
community of people who will be reading their Bibles 
together and encouraging each other in a positive manner 
along the way. There will even be a Zoom or in-person 
Bible study option to support this, most Tuesdays, at 
12:00 pm. (See page 3 for more info.)

Secondly, there is the “Lenten Devotional Candle,” 
which is an art-based project to help folks reflect on how 
life intersects with faith as we think about the times in 
which we live. (See page 2 for more info.)

Whatever you do during the Lenten Season, may you 
encounter the never-failing love of God and be encouraged 
as you re-ground yourself in the One who taught us what 
it truly means to love one another.

Seeking to be re-grounded with you,
—Pastor Matt

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
909 SW 11th Avenue
Portland, OR 97205-2099
(503) 228-7465

address service requested

Facebook.com/firstbaptistportland

tinyurl.com/firstbaptistportland
Service available on                    at 2:30 pm

Join us online SUNDAY
for livestream at 11:00 AM

“…but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 
and that by believing you may have life in his name.” —John 20:31

Getting
Re-Grounded


