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2021 ANNUAL THEME:

“According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead…” —1 Peter 1:3b
As Peter wrote his letter, he acknowledged that his
audience had suffered “grief in all kinds of trials”
(1 Peter 1:6b). And yet, despite their struggles, he
pointed out that their circumstances had served to
make them stronger. More specifically, through their
trials, their faith was proven to be authentic.
Instead of griping about their situation, they could
praise God and rejoice. Why? Because of the new life,
Jesus had made possible for them on the basis of his
death on the cross and his resurrection from the dead.
2020 is in the books. Thank you, Lord!
We all experienced our own “grief in all kinds
of trials” in 2020. We were locked into our homes
for much of the year. Some of us got sick or had
family members or friends who were touched by the
insidious coronavirus. The economic crisis brought
down our own pocketbooks. And although we greatly
appreciated the new broadcast ministries embraced by
First Baptist, if we are honest, we also greatly missed
seeing each other in person at church.

The struggles of 2020 will not be magically erased
when we toss last year’s calendar in the garbage (where
it belongs!). However, they can give us a greater
appreciation for what Jesus has done for us.
In that spirit, I’d like to introduce an Annual
Theme for our church in 2021—an idea that will help
us to put the struggles of the past and present into
focus—something biblical and positive we can tuck
deep within our hearts to help us carry on. And this is
it: JESUS BRINGS NEW LIFE.
Brief, simple, and to the point. For those who
already know Christ, this statement serves as a
powerful reminder of all that God has done for us.
For those who do not yet know Christ, this statement
offers a life-changing hope that makes all the
difference. And for the Church, it suggests the hope
for a better future that we all need to help us carry on
in ministry and mission together.
Celebrating new life in Jesus with you,
—Pastor Matt
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Member Birthdays

Caroline Agbetunein ................................................. 1/1
Cassandra Soum ....................................................... 1/1
Stephen Suon ............................................................ 1/1
Leakana Suy .............................................................. 1/1
Nuon Suon ................................................................1/2
Emily Bryans............................................................. 1/3
Ethel Fazzolari........................................................... 1/6
Caleb Pagulayan........................................................ 1/6
Damres Nem............................................................. 1/7
Duane Nelson ........................................................... 1/7
Joe Miles ...................................................................1/8
Judith Sutterlin..........................................................1/9
Ann Borquist ............................................................1/11
Salisa Williams ........................................................ 1/14
Eric Lee ................................................................... 1/14
Charlene Fischer...................................................... 1/14
Alex Mendez ........................................................... 1/15

Sivy Luy .................................................................. 1/15
Carmen Pasley..........................................................1/17
Zoe Beard ............................................................... 1/18
Kylee Manning........................................................1/20
Chloe Manning.......................................................1/20
Mary Lynn Parodi ...................................................1/22
Sandra Montgomery ............................................... 1/23
William Clark ......................................................... 1/25
Simon Anthony Jaworsky ........................................ 1/26
Adelaide Andrews ....................................................1/28
Jeanny Monterrosa ..................................................1/28
Steve Bils .................................................................1/30
Tommie Young .........................................................1/31
Please let the office know if there are names missing from
this list. We strive for accuracy in our member database.

Welcome to the Team!
We are excited to welcome Daniel
Plesha to our staff team! Daniel
will be serving as our new Worship
Music Coordinator. He brings with
him a rich musical background
and a heart for service to the Lord.
Watch for Daniel’s ministry in
upcoming livestream services!
Daniel grew up in a suburb of Chicago where he was
encouraged to pursue music and theatre from a very young
age. After many years in theme parks and dinner theatres,
he landed in Denver to pursue biblical studies at Colorado

Christian University. From there, he was hired on staff
in CCU’s Campus Ministry, leading worship for their
chapels and working with international students. He has
also traveled across the country and has been sought as a
background vocalist and composer in recording studios,
mostly for jingle and voiceover work. He has traveled to
over 50 countries on cruise ships performing his one man
act to fully staged musicals over six continents. Having
led worship in Chicago, Tampa, New Orleans, Denver,
New York, and Texas, he calls Portland home with his wife
and two teenagers. He is constantly challenged with the
lifelong pursuit of finding authentic Chicago-style pizza and
teaching congregations to clap on two and four.

PREVIOUS ISSUES OF THE TRUMPETER AVAILABLE AT FBC-PORTLAND.ORG
The Trumpeter is published twelve times a year
(January – December). Find us on the web:
www.fbc-portland.org and www.ccmnews.org
The next Trumpeter deadline is January 18, 2021.
Please send submissions to jchastain@fbc-portland.org
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Matt Toupin — Pastor
Peter Im — Pastor of Cambodian Ministries
Chris Shade — Associate Pastor
Daniel Plesha — Worship Music Director
Cathy Francis — Business Administrator
Pat Forrester — Facilities Manager
Jason Chastain — Assistant Business Administrator
Kathleen Chastain — Receptionist
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News and Information
A new year and a new slogan
Coming soon in January 2021:
for First Baptist Church:
COMMUNITY YOUTH GROUP!
“Community—Jesus—Service” Who: For all students in 6th–12th grade

The First Baptist Community Plan, adopted by church
leadership in 2020, begins with a new “Mission
Portfolio,” designed to update the identity of FBC.
Over time, our hope is to modernize outreach and
marketing materials, basing them around this new
Mission Portfolio. A new, easy-to-remember slogan has
been included to assist in the marketing of our church,
with visitors and potential new members in mind. We
will think of the various programs and ministries of our
church in terms of how they relate to each of the three
components of this slogan: “Community—Jesus—
Service.” Eventually, our website also will be designed
around these three components, giving visitors a virtual
snap-shot of who we are. Stay tuned as things develop
and let’s get excited for what God has in store for us in
2021 and beyond!

EXIT

Drive-Up Communion

Sunday, January 3, 8:30–9:30 am

Drive-up, walk-up, or
otherwise get yourself
downtown to join
us as we celebrate
communion together
in the parking lot on
January 3. We are
offering this ministry
the first Sunday of
every month, rain,
snow, or shine, until the pandemic subsides. See you at
the Lord’s Table! (Social-distancing precautions will be
taken in order to ensure everyone’s health and safety.)

DRIVE-UP
COMMUNION

What: A weekly Youth Group program via ZOOM led
by Visal Sok
Where: On Zoom
When: Every Thursday at 6:00 pm (starts January 7)
Why: See old friends from church and meet new ones
from other churches in our area. Pastors Matt, Chris,
and Peter are super excited to work with Visal, who
grew up at FBC!
Watch for the Zoom invite in your email. If you need
any help, just contact the church office.

Mission PDX
We are everyday people
LOOKING UP to God for meaning in life;
REACHING OUT across cultural boundaries with the
hope of Jesus;
RAISING UP a generation in the way of Jesus;
LIVING AS FAMILY, different though we may be; and
SERVING TOGETHER for the good of others.

New Teaching Series:

• January 17 – Part I: “So That You May Believe”
(John 20:31)
• January 24 – Part II: “In the Beginning”
(John 1:1–5)
• January 31 – Part III: “Children of God”
(John 1:6–13)
Continued on page 4
Page 3
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Honoring the Legacy of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Civil Rights Trailblazer—
American Baptist Pastor
Join us for a special time of prayer and remembrance,
honoring the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
during the online broadcast of the worship service on
January 17, 2021.

First Baptist Church
Community Art Exhibition
January 2021

January 2021

COVID-19 and
Re-Opening Update
Taking into account the most reliable information from
the State of Oregon and Multnomah County, FBC will
continue to offer worship services through live-streaming
only during the month of January. However, there will
continue to be various opportunities for live, in-person
interactions at or near the church building, including:
• “Drive-Up Communion” on January 3, from
8:30 am – 9:30 am
• “First Baptist Church Community Art Exhibition”
on January 24, from 12:30 pm–2:30 pm
Our leadership team continues to work hard to
prepare for re-opening. A detailed “COVID-19
Protocol” document has been adopted by leadership.
Staff and volunteers are have already been taking steps
to make sure FBC is prepared to re-open safely when
that day comes.

Foundation Bylaws Updated

Join us on Sunday, January 24, 12:30 pm–2:30 pm
as we celebrate the completion of our “God’s Story,
Your Story” community art project! Thank you to the
entire congregation for being a part of this exciting and
creative journey. This exhibition will feature the five
works we created as a congregation and provide you
with the opportunity to add your own touch to them
by painting a word on them yourselves. Due to socialdistancing guidelines, we can only welcome a certain
number of participants in the building at a time, masks
required. To schedule your appointment to view the
exhibition, please email us at firstbaptistpdx@gmail.
com or call the Church Office at 503-228-7465.
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The First Baptist Foundation recently voted to update its
bylaws. In summary, the proposed changes include:
• Changing the number of directors from 12 to be a
range of 8 to 12.
• Changing the number needed for a quorum from 7
directors to a majority of directors.
• Changing the nominating instructions from specifying
that each year, the Foundation will recommend
two members of First Baptist Church (FBC) to
fill openings, to simply say that each year it will
recommend FBC members to fill openings (without
specifying how many).
• Changing the term of a director from 6 years to
4 years.
The First Baptist Foundation is an Oregon nonprofit
corporation established in 1962. The purpose of the
Foundation is to provide an endowment that supports
the programs of First Baptist Church of Portland,
Oregon, and other American Baptist Church ministries.
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A Question of Epiphany
What is more exciting:
Something new and unexpected or Something long-awaited and finally revealed?
If you answered something new and
unexpected, then I can certainly relate.
I go down the cereal aisle
at the grocery store looking
to see which boxes have the
all-impressive “new” graphic
across the top. I eagerly scour
YouTube for trailers to see which
new movies and
television shows
will be debuting.
If it’s new,
I’m interested.
If you answered new and
unexpected, you probably
relate to the story of the
shepherds in Luke Chapter
2. These guys were hanging
out in
the quiet, dark night not expecting anything
special, and all of the sudden, they were hit
with a flurry of angels singing and lighting
up the sky. It was fantastic, unexpected, and
wonderful. But the most wonderful thing
about the story was not the appearance of the
angels, but the message they were proclaiming:
a baby born in a stable that would bring peace
on Earth and good will to all people. It was
certainly something to get excited about. It gave
the shepherds an immediate purpose, destination,
and mission.
If you answered new and unexpected,
2021 will have the potential to be a year unlike
any other, if you keep your eyes and hearts open.
God is always at work, creating newness out of
mundanity, inspiration out of boredom, and hope
out of despair.

If you answered long-awaited and finally
revealed, the 2020 version of me can certainly
relate. This has been a year of
long-awaited expectations. We
began the year by waiting for
a new pastor and many of you
ended the year still waiting to meet
this new pastor in person. Moreover,
we all are awaiting the
implementation of the
Covid vaccine and the
opportunity to meet
together in worship once again.
If you answered long-awaited
and finally revealed, you likely
relate to the story of the Magi, a
group of future-predictors who
gazed at the stars, waiting for
their predictions to come true. On one fateful
night, a particular star revealed to them a great
king would be born to the Jewish people. This
long-awaited revelation was so significant the Magi
loaded up their camels and traveled to Jerusalem to
see this great king. In order to assist them, God led
them by the very star that first inspired them. Upon
arriving at the house of the child they were seeking,
they laid their gifts at his feet.
If you answered long-expected and finally
revealed, 2021 may be a year of finding what you
have been seeking. Promises of a vaccine and getting
together again would certainly be an answer to
prayers. But beyond a return to normalcy, there may
be more for you to seek, a calling God is giving to
you, a place to lay your gifts.
Whatever path you take in 2021, I hope you will
find a star to guide your way.
—Pastor Chris
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Cambodian Ministry News

"You were taught, concerning your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is
being corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made new in the attitude of your minds; and
to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.
— e Phesians

It has been one year since Shirley and I traveled to
Cambodia to visit the Cambodian Children Ministry in
Kampong Chhnang. During that journey we were not yet
aware of the Covid-19 virus.
Throughout the whole year of this pandemic, we have
been trustfully living and serving our Lord with his people
through the Zoom meetings and visiting our homebound
congregation at the their doorsteps. But despite what
happened in the past year, our Zoom meeting members
realized that God's word continues to inspire us in many
ways. For this reason, we are so glad that the spiritual
focus of our new life in Christ longs to be like God in true
righteousness and holiness. This is what we pray for; the
new attitude of our minds for this New Year.
During the Christmas season Zoom meetings, our
members have shared with one another that we saw how the
Almighty God has done great things in our Cambodian
ministry, community, and at the children's center in
Cambodia. We safely and joyfully celebrated our Lord's
birthday a bit differently this past year, and yet, with the
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4:22–24

Spirit of God, we remembered to share our gifts with the
needy children and families, as requested. With this kind of
loving attitude, we are so blessed to see new ways of doing
his ministries, without thinking of our own financial needs.
Our God is good to all who trust in Him! We pray and
hope that this new year will be a year of spiritual growth as
we continue building relationships with one another, and
even sharing the gospel among the church ministries and
the communities across our region to those in need of our
help. Shirley and I want to thank our Cambodian ministry
members, who gave an unexpected Christmas love gift,
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and we also appreciate their leadership and support during
this difficult time. We thank our church for the Christmas
gift of encouragement and recognition toward us doing the
ministry during this time, as well. We have greatly enjoyed
serving and worshipping the Lord with the live-stream
services during the holiday season.
Our Cambodian children's ministry in Kampong
Chhnang has continued to safely worship God and serve
food for the needy children and their families throughout
the Christmas season. The spread of the virus was intense
throughout Cambodia, but not so much in our province
and in the mission field. Thankfully, there was no one
infected in the children's center. What a blessing to be under
the compassion of our Lord and Savior for those needy

January 2021

people, who depend on our center for their assistance. On
Christmas Sunday, the children's center joyfully celebrated
our Lord's birthday with 80 sandwiches and 49 gifts to our
active children, who consistently come to the center during
this challenging time.
Living all year with the Covid-19 pandemic meant
the children had to endure even more stress in life beyond
their everyday poverty. However, our CCM leaders both
here in the States and at the center provided them a safe
environment, with creative activities, nutritional programs,
and the word of God, singing praises to lift their spirit
and grow in the Lord. The public schools remained closed
for most of the year, due to the spread of the virus. I want
to thank our God for your love and support toward the
expenses of the children's Christmas celebration.
I thank our God that you truly know the meaning of
Christmas, and that you blessed those children, especially

when you shared God's grace with them at Christmas
time. When you all engage in this ministry with us, these
children continue to learn how to love God and to trust in
him. We could not have offered the children any programs
without your prayers and financial assistance.
Are you happy when you see the children have a godly
smile on their faces, expressing their gratitude? I know you
are. Please continue to pray and work together for their
spiritual growth throughout this new year. Once again,
CCM board members and I would like to thank you all for
your love and support in 2020, as we work together to offer
them help for today and hope for tomorrow.
May you all have a healthy and blessed year in 2021!
— Pastor Peter
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Results of the FBC 2020 Annual Meeting Mail-In Ballot
At the First Baptist Annual Meeting on December
6, 2020, it was determined that a quorum was not
present to vote on certain matters, including the
2021 Annual Budget and leaders to serve on the FBC
Diaconate Board and the FBC Foundation. As such,
a mail-in ballot was sent out, so that church members
could vote on those important matters. The votes
have been tallied and certified, and we are happy to
announce the following:
The 2021 Annual Budget has been approved.
The following officers have been elected by majority,
to serve on the FBC Diaconate Board, and will begin
service January 1st, 2021:
• Rev. Steve Bils (Moderator)
• Bruce Bridgess (Diaconate At-Large Member)
• Dan Beard (Diaconate At-Large Member)

• Rev. Norm Lawson (Chairperson of the Membership,
Faith & Witness Team)
• Wayne Cody (Chairperson of the Missions
Outreach Team)
The following individual has been elected by a
majority, to serve as a member on the FBC Foundation
Board, and will begin service on January 1st, 2021:
• Karen Knauerhase
We look forward to entering 2021 with a carefullyplanned budget as these folks join our current
leadership teams. As you have the opportunity, please
take a moment to thank them for their willingness to
serve. Let us join together in prayer for them all and for
our church family as we step into the future God has
for First Baptist Church.

THANK YOU for your faithful generosity!
We continue to be so grateful to our church family for
your generosity in supporting the work of FBC during
the pandemic. We are thankful for the tithes and
offerings you send through your bank, by sending a

check in the mail, or by using the online giving feature
on our website (fbc-portland.org). Blessings!
—FBC Executive Committee
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BETWEEN YOURSELF AND OTHERS
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Christmas Craft Crate!
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Christmas Eve Service
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SUNDAY

JANUARY

MONDAY

28

27

TUESDAY

29

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

31

30

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

2

1

HAPPY 2021!

5

4

3

7

6

8:30 am:
Drive-Up Communion

8

9

15

16

22

23

29

30

6:00 pm:
Comm. Youth Group
via Zoom

EPIPHANY SUNDAY

10

11

12

14

13

7:00–9:00 pm:
Worship Meeting

6:00–7:00 pm:
EPC Meeting
6:00 pm:
Comm. Youth Group
via Zoom

17

18

11:00 am:
Honoring Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.

19

21

20

7:00–11:00 pm:
Diaconate Meeting

6:00 pm:
Comm. Youth Group
via Zoom

Trumpeter content due
Dr. MLK, Jr DAY

24

25

26

28

27

12:30 pm 2:30 pm:
FBC Art
Show

6:00 pm:
Comm. Youth Group
via Zoom

31

Annual Reports
for 2020 due

WE WILL RETURN TO OUR REGULAR SCHEDULE WHEN REGULATIONS PERMIT US TO DO SO.

SUNDAY

WEDNESDAY

8:45 am: Contemporary Service
9:30 am: Khmer Sunday School via Zoom
10:00 am: Sunday School for all ages
10:45 am: Khmer Devotional, online at fbc-portland.org
11:00 am: Worship Service, online at fbc-portland.org
Cambodian language, Rose Chapel
Children’s Church
for ages 3 through 7th Grade

5:45 pm: Wednesday Night Dinner
7:00 pm: Sermon-based Bible Study online
7:30 pm: Choir rehearsal (September – June)
8:00 pm: Khmer Bible Study via Zoom

MONDAY—SUNDAY

FRIDAY

6:00 – 8:00 am: Eye Opener (AA meeting)

THURSDAY
6:00 pm: Community Youth Group via Zoom
7:00 - 8:00 pm: Downtowners (AA meeting)

MONDAY & THURSDAY

Office closed
6:00 pm: FOCUS

TUESDAY

Events in grey are postponed until further notice.

2:00 – 4:00 pm: Drop-In Center
5:30 pm: Dinner + A Movie

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
909 SW 11th Avenue
Portland, OR 97205-2099
(503) 228-7465
address service requested

Join us online SUNDAY
for livestream at 11:00 AM

Facebook.com/firstbaptistportland
Service available on
at 2:30 pm
tinyurl.com/firstbaptistportland

22 December 2020
Dear Church Family,
I want to take a moment to be very real with you about our situation at First Baptist Church of
Portland.
There is much about our circumstances that we share in common with other churches. In fact,
there is much we share in common with the majority of businesses and households in our country
and in our world. To sum it up: We are struggling. And
At First Baptist, we are blessed to be able to share our historic building with the
community. However, like us, these groups also have not been able to meet in person due to the
pandemic. We also are able to share our parking lot with the community. And like many of us,
our neighbors have not needed to travel to and park in Downtown lately. All this has led to the
fact that our rental income in 2020 has come to only about 40% of what it should have
been. That is a significant hit that has a big impact on our operations as a church!
Here s the deal: We are looking at another very significant shortfall in 2021 because of these
trends.
And yet, along with our church leaders, I still have joy! How is this possible? Because joy is not
related to our circumstances. No, REAL JOY INVOLVES JESUS! And I believe Jesus has big
things in store for First Baptist Church in 2021!
guide for our mission and ministry over the course of the next 5-10 years. Already, some of the
elements of that plan have begun materializing, including the calling of an amazing new Worship
Music Director. We ve also introduced live-stream broadcast of our worship services and have
been constantly improving our efforts in this area to help us connect not only with our church
family but with new people who need to hear about Jesus.
erve to help us
grow over the long-haul. Also included in the Community Plan are ideas for growing our
outreach to young adults, youth, and children. And we are also exploring ways to connect with
other cultures across language boundaries. These exciting developments are just the tip of the
iceberg as we look to the future!

But none of this would be possible without the Lord, and without your faithful, ongoing support
of the ministry and of our hard-working, dedicated FBC staff personnel. Our church family has
been so faithful in giving generously during this time. It really amazes me! Even during a time
when you have been unable to worship with us in-person, and in which your own personal
finances may have been impacted by the economic crisis, you have not stopped supporting the
work of the Lord at First Baptist! You have not stopped praying for us, you have not stopped
encouraging us and for that I simply cannot express enough gratitude.
And so, as we look to a new year (that we all hope will be a better year than 2020), I invite you
to join me in considering what you will be able to give generously and with a joy-filled heart
to continue your faithful support of the mission of Jesus right here in Downtown Portland."
In Christ,
Rev. Matt Toupin
Pastor
First Baptist Church of Portland

