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Even in the craziest of times, one of the most important 
things we can do is pause to take stock of those things 
we have to be thankful for. As I reflect on what God 
has done for me, one of the things I’m most grateful for 
is forgiveness.

In the book of Matthew, there are 5 sections known 
as the “Five Discourses of Matthew.” Each one is 
basically a long teaching, or discourse, by Jesus himself. 
Perhaps the most familiar of these is the “Sermon on 
the Mount,” which is contained in Matthew 5–7. Then, 
there is the second one, the “Missionary Discourse,” 
found in chapter 10; followed by the “Parabolic 
Discourse” of chapter 13, which includes many of Jesus’ 
parables. Fourth, there is Matthew chapter 18, which has 
been called the “Discourse on the Church,” and which is 

all about life within the community of Christ’s followers. 
And finally, the fifth one is found in chapter 24, the 
“Olivet Discourse,” in which Jesus taught primarily on 
the End Times.

It is the fourth of these discourses to which we turn 
this November, as we begin our new teaching series 
called “The Community of Forgiveness.”

This fourth discourse, found in Matthew 18, is of 
particular importance to any local church today, and so, 
it’s very important to us here at First Baptist. Church 
leaders often turn to Matthew 18 because it has become 
known as a passage of scripture devoted to church order. 
In other words, it gives some really helpful tips on how to 
navigate a church family even in the toughest situations. 

Continued on page 2
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This perspective comes from the heart of Matthew 
chapter 18—verses 15–20—which outlines some very 
specific steps on what to do when there is a conflict 
situation between two people. However, Matthew 18, 
the fourth discourse of Jesus, is far bigger than just 
that. Certainly, it contains some practical steps on how 
to manage conflict resolution. But, more importantly, 
Matthew 18, taken as a whole, paints a picture of the 
Church as a unique “Community of Forgiveness.” I 
am convinced this is the very sort of community First 
Baptist Church is called to be. 

In order for this “Community of Forgiveness” to 
thrive, this place where real conflict resolution is possible 
in good times and bad, there are certain conditions that 
need to exist first, including: Humility, really caring 
about other people, and a willingness to listen to one 
another. These things don’t always come easy! So, I invite 
you to join us this November, as we give thanks to God 
for the power of forgiveness that is made possible at the 
cross and as we seek to be the people of forgiveness we 
are called to be.

In gratitude,
—Pastor Matt

Continued from page 1

At the October Quarterly Meeting, Pastor Matt shared 
with the congregation about the “Community Plan,” 
which is a new strategic ministry plan to guide the mission 
of First Baptist Church for the next five to ten years. The 
Community Plan has been approved by the Executive 
Committee and is currently being reviewed by the 
Diaconate Board. It will be shared with the congregation 

at the Annual Meeting this December. In the meantime, if 
you are interested in learning more about the Community 
Plan, check out the draft version of the document on our 
website at fbc-portland.org/community-plan/. Despite 
the pandemic, let’s get excited about the future God has in 
store for our church family and for our community! 

Introducing the “Community Plan”
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Coming Soon: “God’s Story, 
Your Story” Art Exhibition

Join us in January (date TBA) as we celebrate 
the completion of our “God’s Story, Your Story” 
community art project! Thank you to the entire 
congregation for being a part of this exciting and 
creative journey. This exhibition will feature the five 
works we created as a congregation and provide you 
with the opportunity to add your own touch to them 
by painting a word on them yourselves. Stay tuned for 
more information! 

“Drive-Up Communion”
Sunday, November 1, 8:30–9:30 am

Drive-up, walk-up, or 
otherwise get yourself 
downtown to join 
us as we celebrate 
communion together 
in the parking lot 
on November 1. We 
are planning to offer 
this ministry the first 
Sunday of every month, rain, snow, or shine, until the 
pandemic subsides. See you at the Lord’s Table! (Social-
distancing precautions will be taken in order to ensure 
everyone’s health and safety.) 

Mission PDX
We are everyday people
LOOKING UP to God for meaning in life;
REACHING OUT across cultural boundaries with the 
hope of Jesus;
RAISING UP a generation in the way of Jesus;
LIVING AS FAMILY, different though we may be; and
SERVING TOGETHER for the good of others. 

The “Chat with Matt” Project 
(UPDATE)

“Chat with Matt” is an opportunity for me to get to 
know the folks in our church family and for you to get 
to know me also! Working with our office staff, I have 
been setting up short appointments with members of 
the church family. Already, it has been a great blessing 
to me to get to know people in this way and to also 
learn their ideas as we seek to live out the Gospel 
together and develop the “Community Plan”—the 
strategic plan for our church.

If you would like to set your “Chat with Matt” 
appointment today, just email or call the church office. 
Can’t wait to see you (or hear you)!

—Pastor Matt

THANK YOU for
your faithful generosity!

We continue to be so grateful to our church family for 
your generosity in supporting the work of FBC during 
the pandemic. We are thankful for the tithes and 
offerings you send through the mail, or by using the 
online giving feature on our website (fbc-portland.org). 
Blessings!

—FBC Executive Committee

Page 3Page 10

News and Information

Continued on page 4

EXIT

DRIVE-UP
COMMUNION

DIRECTORY

The new First Baptist Church Directory is now available.
Please contact the Business Office to request a copy. 

Please specify pdf or printed version.  
Printed versions will be mailed out on during the week of November 30th.
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COVID-19 and 
Re-Opening Update

Taking into account the most reliable information from 
the State of Oregon and Multnomah County, FBC will 
continue to offer worship services through live-streaming 
only during the month of November. However, there will 
continue to be various opportunities for live, in-person 
interactions at or near the church building, including:
• “Drive-Up Communion” on November 1 from  

8:30 – 9:30am;
• “Take-Out Thanksgiving Celebration” on  

November 22 (Time TBA)
Our leadership team continues to work hard to prepare 
for re-opening. Our plan is to reopen once it is advisable 
for groups of up to 100 people to gather. At the writing of 
this article, it seems this will happen when Multnomah 
County enters “Phase 2”. A detailed “COVID-19 Protocol” 
document has been adopted by leadership. Staff and 
volunteers are have already been taking steps to make sure 
FBC is prepared to re-open safely when that day comes. 

Continued from page 3

CD Ministry
If you or someone you know would 
like a CD copy of the Sunday 
service please call the office  
(503) 228-7465 or email Jason at  
jchastain@fbc-portland.org. We can 
also set-up weekly CD mailings.

World Mission Offering Update
At press time, FBC raised $5,450 for the 2020 World 
Mission Offering campaign!

In Memoriam
Berkeley Ormand 
 March 9, 1922 – September 12, 2020 

Lloyd Day 
 March 29, 1939 – October 6, 2020

NOVEMBER 22, 2020

CURBSIDE PICK-UP IS AVAILABLE

RSVP (BY NOV. 15) AT 503-228-7465
TO RESERVE PICK-UP TIME

THANKSGIVING
CELEBRATION

TAKE-OUT

SPONSOR

A MEAL*

suggested donation

$10.00
$5.00

$30.00

* If you would like to help an individual in need, consider sponsoring a meal

Portrait of the Pastor as a Covid Preacher
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I am not the first to point out that 2020 has been a 
difficult year. With a deadly pandemic raging across 
the world, racial unrest spawned by police violence and 
exacerbated by rioting, and fires burning from the West 
Coast to Colorado, it is hard to find anything for which 
to be grateful. However, it is in these times that it is worth 
remembering God works even in the bleakest conditions. 

Consider the cross. In the 
days of the Roman empire the 
cross was a means of torture and 
death. In the life of Jesus the 
cross was the final destination of a 
calculated murder plot whereupon 
Jesus spent his final hours of 
his life (pre-resurrection). It, as 
a symbol, should be equivalent 
to a guillotine or a firing range. 
But that is not how we  see it in 
contemporary society. We see it 
as a symbol of a religion based on 
new life. We see it as a symbol of 
unending love and grace. When a cross is lifted high 
and viewed from a distance, it is a reminder that God 
is with us. God can bring hope out of despair, life out 
of death. 

So, even though I am not thankful for smoke, fire, 
Covid, riots, or masks, I am thankful for…

New Skills
Because we are no longer able 
to meet in person, we have had 
to adapt. It is said that necessity 
is the mother of invention 
and, in our case, necessity is 
the mother of learning. I am 
thankful for the opportunity to 

learn audio and video editing, online streaming, and 
of course Zoom proficiency. These skills are ones that I 
had no intention of learning, but I'm glad I have. I look 
forward to using them to creatively contribute to future 
worship experiences both during and after Covid.

Conversations about Race in America
The progress and 
conversations around 
racial reconciliation 
have been educational 
and inspiring. When 
those in power become 
complacent, it often 
requires a catalyst 
to drive forward the 
important work of 
uplifting marginalized 
groups.The movement 
of shining a light on the injustices still entrenched 
in America, though sparked by the horrible murders 
of George Floyd and Breonna Taylor, serve to raise 
awareness and ignite change. I hope that we will 
continue to educate ourselves and work towards 
peaceful reconciliation without the need for future 
tragedies pushing us along.

Aftermath of the Fires
Make no mistake, the 
fires this year were and 
continue to be awful and 
destructive. I am not 
happy about the lives and 
homes that have been lost, 
nor was I happy to have 
been in a "Get Ready" 
evacuation zone. However, 
I have been thankful to 
see how these fires have 
forced us to recognize the 
effect humans have on the 

environment. Although the fires were not caused by 
people (mostly), the spread is due to poor stewardship 
of our forests and climate. This is creation’s way of 
speaking back, of warning its population that there are 
true consequences to our actions. This is the only Earth 
we get. We need to take care of it.

Thankfulness List 2020

FOR EVERYONE’S
HEALTH

and
SAFETY

PLEASE REMEMBER

FACE COVERINGS ARE REQUIRED
- AND -

MAINTAIN SIX FOOT  DISTANCE  
BETWEEN YOURSELF AND OTHERS

Reflection
On a personal note I have been thankful during 
quarantine for times of reflection. It has afforded me the 
opportunity to reflect on the past, present, and future. 

Past. I have reconnected with friends from college 
and high school, many of whom I have not seen or 
spoken to in years.

Present. "What are we doing?" This question is as 
much directed at me as it is at First Baptist Church. 
Looking to answer it has given me the opportunity to 
assess what is working, what is not working, and what 
can be done about it. It has prompted me to make 
difficult decisions in order to make each day better. I 
am thankful for the strength to both let go and to try 
something new. 

Future. Finally, on hopeful days, I reflect on what 
the future might hold. I reflect on where God is leading 
me and what the future of First Baptist Church might 
look like. It is during these times I am thankful for the 
ways the pandemic has forced us to reimagine how we 
do ministry and outreach. It is in these times I see a 
new horizon.

For this I am grateful.
—Pastor Chris

Continued from page 5

Continued on page 8

CHRISTMAS CRAFT CRATE coming on 
December 6. Keep an eye out for updates!

Prayer is an essential part of our life as individuals 
and as a church family. Scripture reminds us to 
"Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for 
you” (1 Thessalonians 5:16–18). 

In that spirit, I would like to remind people and 
invite any and all who would like to participate, to join 
the email prayer chain ministry where prayer requests 
and praises from the church family will be shared. If 
you would like to receive such notifications and join us 
in prayer from wherever you are at and whenever works 
for you, simply contact the church Business Office, or 
speak with a pastor.

Please note that your contact information will be 
kept private and not shared with anyone else. Moreover, 
we will only be sharing prayer requests and praises with 
the permission of those sharing the information. 

Thank you all for your support of First Baptist 
Church and for your encouragement of your sisters and 
brothers in Christ in this church family.

Prayer Chain
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who has put his heart and mind to assist us in doing our 
best in all aspects of each worship service.   

As the Covid-19 pandemic has been subsiding in 
Cambodia, and in the neighboring countries, as well, 
the government reopened public schools, businesses, and 
ministries to Phase Three. With this limited opening 
status, it is now safe for people to join small groups without 
wearing masks, and social distancing is no longer required. 
As you have seen in our past ministry reports, masks were 
being worn at most of our children's activities. Our God is 
good to all of his creations! 

At the end of October, a large group came to the 
monthly commune meeting, for which CCM provides 

financial support, in order to provide snacks and luncheon. 
They were served red curry with chicken and fresh bread 
for their luncheon. This was a blessing to host a gathering 
for them with support from our ministry. The commune 
officials praised and thanked our God for the Cambodian 
Children Ministry, for reaching out to their community, 
and for the opportunity provided them to have their 
meeting affordable and comfortable. 

At our children center, during the community worship 
services and food programs, everybody is so glad to be 
able to resume having a full fellowship, without having 
to worry about distancing from each other and wearing 

masks. Singing and praising God are almost full time 
actions now, Amen! The children and the youth have 
begun practicing their dance performances and rehearsing 
their songs for the Christmas celebration. We are working 
to reopen our English and Khmer classes. But before we 
do so, the new safety procedures for all those classes are 

being reviewed with the teachers, in order to comply with 
the government's rules and regulations before welcoming 
them back to the center. 

As you may have known that from October toward 
November, Cambodia is under flood conditions in certain 
provinces. Even though our children center is in the 
province by Tonle Sap Lake, we are safe from that flood, 
but many provinces, including the city of Phnom Pehn, are 
under flooding. Please pray for those flood victims, for our 
CCM leaders, and for the children of this ministry. 

Thank you for your continuous support of this life-
changing ministry! May you and the family have a  
blessed Thanksgiving!

— Pastor Peter

Page 6 Page 7

Cambodian Ministry NewsCambodian Ministry News

This Thanksgiving season may be the first time some of 
us are experiencing difficult life experiences, due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic, which has disrupted many lives, 
economies, and church ministries. But some already have 
experience with these challenges, having lived through this 
kind of a hard time, which has affected many populations 
around the world in recent history. We are a unique nation 
that celebrates the diversity of people, and all celebrate 
Thanksgiving to our Sovereign God. How do we maintain 
our spiritual health in the Lord throughout our daily events 
during trying times, such as this pandemic? Apostle Paul 
wrote to the church in Thessalonica, in order to spiritually 
instruct them to always rejoice and consistently pray, and to 
give thanks to the Lord, no matter what happens. During 
the Killing Fields, I, myself, experienced the transformation 
from immense stress and fear to finding the joy hidden 
in the hearts of God's children.  During that period, I 
recognized that it was hard to rejoice in the Lord, but when 
the Holy Spirit helped me to keep focusing on trusting and 
praying one day at a time, then my heart pondered on Him 

instead of those suffering. I then realized that God bore the 
pain of those suffering with me, as well. For this reason, 
I pray and hope that you will joyfully continue to praise 
and give thanks to our living God throughout this holiday 
season, especially during this difficult time.

During our Cambodian Sunday school Zoom sessions, 
we are joyfully studying the omniscience, omnipresence, 
and omnipotence of God. These lessons help us to grow and 
to dependently live and trust in the Lord, whom we worship 
and faithfully serve during this pandemic. During our 
Wednesday night Bible studies, we are currently focusing 
on an in-depth discussion of the book of Job. This book 
continues to reveal to us the wisdom of God on how we can 
handle challenging times like the one we are in now. It also 
reflects upon how we struggle to remain faithful to Him, 
as we strongly build our relationships with God, family, 
and friends. There are other ways we can witness His glory 
through social media, such as continuing to promote our 
weekly live-stream worship services. 

I am thankful for the leadership of our Pastor Matt, 

"Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus."  

—1 theSSalonianS 5:16–18
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of our forests and climate. This is creation’s way of 
speaking back, of warning its population that there are 
true consequences to our actions. This is the only Earth 
we get. We need to take care of it.

Thankfulness List 2020

FOR EVERYONE’S
HEALTH

and
SAFETY

PLEASE REMEMBER

FACE COVERINGS ARE REQUIRED
- AND -

MAINTAIN SIX FOOT  DISTANCE  
BETWEEN YOURSELF AND OTHERS

Reflection
On a personal note I have been thankful during 
quarantine for times of reflection. It has afforded me the 
opportunity to reflect on the past, present, and future. 

Past. I have reconnected with friends from college 
and high school, many of whom I have not seen or 
spoken to in years.

Present. "What are we doing?" This question is as 
much directed at me as it is at First Baptist Church. 
Looking to answer it has given me the opportunity to 
assess what is working, what is not working, and what 
can be done about it. It has prompted me to make 
difficult decisions in order to make each day better. I 
am thankful for the strength to both let go and to try 
something new. 

Future. Finally, on hopeful days, I reflect on what 
the future might hold. I reflect on where God is leading 
me and what the future of First Baptist Church might 
look like. It is during these times I am thankful for the 
ways the pandemic has forced us to reimagine how we 
do ministry and outreach. It is in these times I see a 
new horizon.

For this I am grateful.
—Pastor Chris

Continued from page 5

Continued on page 8

CHRISTMAS CRAFT CRATE coming on 
December 6. Keep an eye out for updates!

Prayer is an essential part of our life as individuals 
and as a church family. Scripture reminds us to 
"Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for 
you” (1 Thessalonians 5:16–18). 

In that spirit, I would like to remind people and 
invite any and all who would like to participate, to join 
the email prayer chain ministry where prayer requests 
and praises from the church family will be shared. If 
you would like to receive such notifications and join us 
in prayer from wherever you are at and whenever works 
for you, simply contact the church Business Office, or 
speak with a pastor.

Please note that your contact information will be 
kept private and not shared with anyone else. Moreover, 
we will only be sharing prayer requests and praises with 
the permission of those sharing the information. 

Thank you all for your support of First Baptist 
Church and for your encouragement of your sisters and 
brothers in Christ in this church family.

Prayer Chain
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COVID-19 and 
Re-Opening Update

Taking into account the most reliable information from 
the State of Oregon and Multnomah County, FBC will 
continue to offer worship services through live-streaming 
only during the month of November. However, there will 
continue to be various opportunities for live, in-person 
interactions at or near the church building, including:
• “Drive-Up Communion” on November 1 from  

8:30 – 9:30am;
• “Take-Out Thanksgiving Celebration” on  

November 22 (Time TBA)
Our leadership team continues to work hard to prepare 
for re-opening. Our plan is to reopen once it is advisable 
for groups of up to 100 people to gather. At the writing of 
this article, it seems this will happen when Multnomah 
County enters “Phase 2”. A detailed “COVID-19 Protocol” 
document has been adopted by leadership. Staff and 
volunteers are have already been taking steps to make sure 
FBC is prepared to re-open safely when that day comes. 

Continued from page 3

CD Ministry
If you or someone you know would 
like a CD copy of the Sunday 
service please call the office  
(503) 228-7465 or email Jason at  
jchastain@fbc-portland.org. We can 
also set-up weekly CD mailings.

World Mission Offering Update
At press time, FBC raised $5,450 for the 2020 World 
Mission Offering campaign!

In Memoriam
Berkeley Ormand 
 March 9, 1922 – September 12, 2020 

Lloyd Day 
 March 29, 1939 – October 6, 2020

NOVEMBER 22, 2020

CURBSIDE PICK-UP IS AVAILABLE

RSVP (BY NOV. 15) AT 503-228-7465
TO RESERVE PICK-UP TIME

THANKSGIVING
CELEBRATION

TAKE-OUT

SPONSOR

A MEAL*

suggested donation

$10.00
$5.00

$30.00

* If you would like to help an individual in need, consider sponsoring a meal

Portrait of the Pastor as a Covid Preacher
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Coming Soon: “God’s Story, 
Your Story” Art Exhibition

Join us in January (date TBA) as we celebrate 
the completion of our “God’s Story, Your Story” 
community art project! Thank you to the entire 
congregation for being a part of this exciting and 
creative journey. This exhibition will feature the five 
works we created as a congregation and provide you 
with the opportunity to add your own touch to them 
by painting a word on them yourselves. Stay tuned for 
more information! 

“Drive-Up Communion”
Sunday, November 1, 8:30–9:30 am

Drive-up, walk-up, or 
otherwise get yourself 
downtown to join 
us as we celebrate 
communion together 
in the parking lot 
on November 1. We 
are planning to offer 
this ministry the first 
Sunday of every month, rain, snow, or shine, until the 
pandemic subsides. See you at the Lord’s Table! (Social-
distancing precautions will be taken in order to ensure 
everyone’s health and safety.) 

Mission PDX
We are everyday people
LOOKING UP to God for meaning in life;
REACHING OUT across cultural boundaries with the 
hope of Jesus;
RAISING UP a generation in the way of Jesus;
LIVING AS FAMILY, different though we may be; and
SERVING TOGETHER for the good of others. 

The “Chat with Matt” Project 
(UPDATE)

“Chat with Matt” is an opportunity for me to get to 
know the folks in our church family and for you to get 
to know me also! Working with our office staff, I have 
been setting up short appointments with members of 
the church family. Already, it has been a great blessing 
to me to get to know people in this way and to also 
learn their ideas as we seek to live out the Gospel 
together and develop the “Community Plan”—the 
strategic plan for our church.

If you would like to set your “Chat with Matt” 
appointment today, just email or call the church office. 
Can’t wait to see you (or hear you)!

—Pastor Matt

THANK YOU for
your faithful generosity!

We continue to be so grateful to our church family for 
your generosity in supporting the work of FBC during 
the pandemic. We are thankful for the tithes and 
offerings you send through the mail, or by using the 
online giving feature on our website (fbc-portland.org). 
Blessings!

—FBC Executive Committee
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News and Information

Continued on page 4

EXIT

DRIVE-UP
COMMUNION

DIRECTORY

The new First Baptist Church Directory is now available.
Please contact the Business Office to request a copy. 

Please specify pdf or printed version.  
Printed versions will be mailed out on during the week of November 30th.
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Trumpeter content due

THANKSGIVING

ADVENT I

ELECTION DAY
DAYLIGHT SAVING

TIME ENDS

VETERANS DAY

8:30 am:  
  Drive-Up Communion

6:00–7:00 pm:  
  EPC Meeting

7:00–9:00 pm:  
  Worship Meeting

RSVP for Time  
  Thanksgiving 
  Take-Away Dinner

Thanksgiving Dinner 
RSVP deadline

7:00–11:00 pm:  
  Diaconate Meeting

7:00–9:00 pm:  
  Care Team Meeting

SUNDAY 
8:45 am: Contemporary Service
9:30 am: Khmer Sunday School via Zoom
10:00 am: Sunday School for all ages
10:45 am: Khmer Devotional, online at fbc-portland.org 
11:00 am: Worship Service, online at fbc-portland.org
 Cambodian language, Rose Chapel  
 Children’s Church
 for ages 3 through 7th Grade

MONDAY—SUNDAY 
6:00 – 8:00 am: Eye Opener (AA meeting)

MONDAY 
11:00 am: Brown-Bag Bible Study via Zoom

MONDAY & THURSDAY 
2:00 – 4:00 pm: Drop-In Center

TUESDAY 
5:30 pm: Dinner + A Movie

WEDNESDAY 

5:45 pm: Wednesday Night Dinner 
7:00 pm: Sermon-based Bible Study online
7:30 pm: Choir rehearsal (September – June)
8:00 pm: Khmer Bible Study via Zoom 

THURSDAY 
7:00 - 8:00 pm: Downtowners (AA meeting)

FRIDAY 
Office closed 
6:00 pm:  FOCUS
Events in grey are postponed until further notice.

NOVEMBER

Dates and times are subject to change. Please contact the FBC office to verify.

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1

8

15 16

22

29

2

9

23

3

10

17

24

1

4

11

18

25

2

5

12

19

26

3

6

13

20

27

4

7

14

21

28

5
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The Trumpeter is published twelve times a year  
(January – December). Find us on the web:  
www.fbc-portland.org and www.ccmnews.org
The next Trumpeter deadline is November 16, 2020.  
Please send submissions to jchastain@fbc-portland.org

Matt Toupin — Senior Pastor
Peter Im — Cambodian Ministries 
Chris Shade — Associate Pastor 
Bruce Bridgess — Interim Music Director 
Cathy Francis — Business Administrator
Pat Forrester — Building Manager 
Jason Chastain — Assistant Business Administrator
Kathleen Chastain — Receptionist

Iris Forrester .............................................................11/1 
Pros Seng .................................................................11/1 
Gilley Gill ............................................................... 11/4
Sara Mejias .............................................................. 11/4
Paul Mitchell ........................................................... 11/4
Delores Price ........................................................... 11/5
Nathan Sanders ....................................................... 11/6
Benjamin Mathews ................................................. 11/7
Narom Manning ..................................................... 11/8
Barbara Bridges ...................................................... 11/11
Sharyn Moriguchi ................................................. 11/12
Oscar Toupin ........................................................ 11/13
Palmary Phoeurn................................................... 11/13
Jean Cole ................................................................11/15

John Oliver .............................................................11/16
Phally Prom ...........................................................11/17
Barbara Day ...........................................................11/18
Aria Im Grace ....................................................... 11/20
Pat McKevitt ......................................................... 11/20
Zach Emmingham ................................................ 11/22
Trudi Bils ...............................................................11/27
Wayne Bridges ........................................................11/27
Terry Arima ........................................................... 11/30
Karen Brophy ........................................................ 11/30 
Juliet Rinson ......................................................... 11/30

Please let the office know if there are names missing from 
this list. We strive for accuracy in our member database.

Member Birthdays

WE WILL RETURN TO OUR REGULAR SCHEDULE WHEN REGULATIONS PERMIT US TO DO SO.
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This perspective comes from the heart of Matthew 
chapter 18—verses 15–20—which outlines some very 
specific steps on what to do when there is a conflict 
situation between two people. However, Matthew 18, 
the fourth discourse of Jesus, is far bigger than just 
that. Certainly, it contains some practical steps on how 
to manage conflict resolution. But, more importantly, 
Matthew 18, taken as a whole, paints a picture of the 
Church as a unique “Community of Forgiveness.” I 
am convinced this is the very sort of community First 
Baptist Church is called to be. 

In order for this “Community of Forgiveness” to 
thrive, this place where real conflict resolution is possible 
in good times and bad, there are certain conditions that 
need to exist first, including: Humility, really caring 
about other people, and a willingness to listen to one 
another. These things don’t always come easy! So, I invite 
you to join us this November, as we give thanks to God 
for the power of forgiveness that is made possible at the 
cross and as we seek to be the people of forgiveness we 
are called to be.

In gratitude,
—Pastor Matt

Continued from page 1

At the October Quarterly Meeting, Pastor Matt shared 
with the congregation about the “Community Plan,” 
which is a new strategic ministry plan to guide the mission 
of First Baptist Church for the next five to ten years. The 
Community Plan has been approved by the Executive 
Committee and is currently being reviewed by the 
Diaconate Board. It will be shared with the congregation 

at the Annual Meeting this December. In the meantime, if 
you are interested in learning more about the Community 
Plan, check out the draft version of the document on our 
website at fbc-portland.org/community-plan/. Despite 
the pandemic, let’s get excited about the future God has in 
store for our church family and for our community! 

Introducing the “Community Plan”
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Even in the craziest of times, one of the most important 
things we can do is pause to take stock of those things 
we have to be thankful for. As I reflect on what God 
has done for me, one of the things I’m most grateful for 
is forgiveness.

In the book of Matthew, there are 5 sections known 
as the “Five Discourses of Matthew.” Each one is 
basically a long teaching, or discourse, by Jesus himself. 
Perhaps the most familiar of these is the “Sermon on 
the Mount,” which is contained in Matthew 5–7. Then, 
there is the second one, the “Missionary Discourse,” 
found in chapter 10; followed by the “Parabolic 
Discourse” of chapter 13, which includes many of Jesus’ 
parables. Fourth, there is Matthew chapter 18, which has 
been called the “Discourse on the Church,” and which is 

all about life within the community of Christ’s followers. 
And finally, the fifth one is found in chapter 24, the 
“Olivet Discourse,” in which Jesus taught primarily on 
the End Times.

It is the fourth of these discourses to which we turn 
this November, as we begin our new teaching series 
called “The Community of Forgiveness.”

This fourth discourse, found in Matthew 18, is of 
particular importance to any local church today, and so, 
it’s very important to us here at First Baptist. Church 
leaders often turn to Matthew 18 because it has become 
known as a passage of scripture devoted to church order. 
In other words, it gives some really helpful tips on how to 
navigate a church family even in the toughest situations. 

Continued on page 2

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
909 SW 11th Avenue
Portland, OR 97205-2099
(503) 228-7465

address service requested

Facebook.com/firstbaptistportland

tinyurl.com/firstbaptistportland
Service available on                    at 2:30 pm

Join us online SUNDAY
for livestream at 11:00 AM “Then Peter came up and said to him, ‘Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, 

and I forgive him? As many as seven times?’” —Matthew 18:21, eSV


