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“What else could get thrown at us?”
This is the question many have been asking these 

days. With seven months of pandemic now in the 
books, months of unrest in the city of Portland and 
around the world, and then forest fires that smothered 
our region for almost two weeks in early September, it 
begs the question: “What else could get thrown at us?” 

The Bible has much to say about times like this. 
And one key passage is James 1:2–4, where we are 
challenged to persevere, trusting that the trials we 
face produce perseverance, which in turn leads to 
maturity. It certainly seems that is what is going on 
right now. 

Rather than give up, the pandemic has challenged 
us to adopt new technologies for ministry that will 
make our outreach more effective in the long-term. 
The social unrest in our city has forced us to take a 
long, hard look at ourselves and consider how we can 
be agents of reconciliation across racial boundaries, 
recognizing the priceless value of the “image of God” 
in our fellow human beings of various backgrounds 
(Genesis 1:26). And when the forest fires made it 
difficult even to breathe, what did we do? Why, our 
Drop-In Center crew put on P100 respirator masks 
to continue serving a hot meal to the most vulnerable 
members of our community! 

The name of the game these days is perseverance—
plain and simple. God is calling us to carry on, to  

face our trials with hope, to persevere, and in the 
process to mature as God’s people. Though he was 
patient as the waters slowly receded, Noah was able 
to persevere, because he was confident that he and his 
companions would be able one day to emerge from 
the ark of wood (Genesis 8:1–12). Like them, we too 
must be patient and persevere, holding to the hope 
that we will one day soon be able to emerge from the 
ark of this pandemic. 

Continued on page 10
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address service requested

Facebook.com/firstbaptistportland

tinyurl.com/firstbaptistportland
Service available on                    at 2:30 pm

Join us online SUNDAY
for livestream at 11:00 AM

“Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you 
know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that 

you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.”  —James 1:2–4, NIV

“If they had told me in seminary that this is the way I 
would have to dress someday going to church, 

I would have never believed them!” 
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9:30 am: Khmer Sunday School via Zoom
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10:45 am: Khmer Devotional, online at fbc-portland.org 
11:00 am: Worship Service, online at fbc-portland.org
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 for ages 3 through 7th Grade
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Events in grey are postponed until further notice.
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www.fbc-portland.org and www.ccmnews.org
The next Trumpeter deadline is October 19, 2020.  
Please send submissions to jchastain@fbc-portland.org
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As you may know, in September and October FBC 
is dedicating time toward awareness, advocacy, and 
action for global mission as part of the World Mission 
Offering. We are able to participate in God’s work 
around the world in partnership with International 
Ministries (IM), a cross-cultural mission agency with a 
long heritage in the American Baptist mission movement. 

This year’s World Mission Offering theme is “I once 
was blind, but now I see.” We are seeing God at work 
in so many hopeful and encouraging ways through our 

global servants and global partners. 
When confronted with uncertainty, we as Christians 

have the opportunity to respond with faith in Jesus. As 
a church, we have set a goal to raise $3,000 this year for 
the World Mission Offering.  We urge you to consider 
prayerfully how your faithful giving and prayers could be 
used by God at this moment to impact the lives of many 
in need of him around the world today... until it is on 
earth as it is in heaven. 

—FBC Missions Committee
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"Painting on the Patio" 
Every Wednesday in October at 1:00 pm

Every Wednesday afternoon during the “God’s Story, 
Your Story” sermon series, all are welcome to join us 
at the church for “Painting on the Patio,” (meet at the 
main entry on Taylor street) to add your personal touch 
to paintings we will be creating to illustrate different 
main points of the Gospel story. Come one, come all! No 
artistic skill or training is necessary! (Social-distancing 
precautions will be taken in order to ensure everyone’s 
health and safety.) 

“Drive-Up Communion”
Sunday, October 4, 8:30-9:30 am

Drive-up, walk-up, or 
otherwise get yourself 
downtown to join us as 
we celebrate communion 
together in the parking 
lot on October 4th. We 
are planning to offer this 
ministry the first Sunday 

of every month, rain, snow, or shine, until the pandemic 
subsides. See you at the Lord’s Table! (Social-distancing 
precautions will be taken in order to ensure everyone’s 
health and safety.) 

Mission PDX
We are everyday people 
LOOKING UP to God for meaning in life; 
REACHING OUT across cultural boundaries with the 
hope of Jesus; 
RAISING UP a generation in the way of Jesus; 
LIVING AS FAMILY, different though we may be; and 
SERVING TOGETHER for the good of others. 

“Park & Pray”
Every Sunday at 9:00 am, 
through the end of October

Looking for a unique 
opportunity to fellowship with 
your church family during 
the pandemic? Interested in 
getting “outside the walls of 
the church building” to share 
hope with the community? 
Then come on down to the 
church parking lot on Sunday 
mornings in October for a short devotional time that 
will feature a couple casual worship songs, prayer, and an 
encouraging devotional message. “Park & Pray” will end 
by 9:30 am, giving folks plenty of time to head back home 
to catch the live-stream of our worship service at 11am. 
(Social-distancing precautions will be taken in order to 
ensure everyone’s health and safety.) "Park & Pray" will be 
cancelled if rain is expected. 

THANK YOU for
your faithful generosity!

We continue to be so grateful to our church family for 
your generosity in supporting the work of FBC during 
the pandemic. We are thankful for the tithes and 
offerings you send through your bank, by sending a 
check in the mail, or by using the online giving feature 
on our website (fbc-portland.org). Blessings!

—FBC Executive Committee

News and InformationHowever, in the meantime, the work of the 
Gospel calls us forward. We must not give up. In 
that spirit, during October, we will continue to 
develop our community art project (which we started 
in September), based on the “God’s Story, Your 
Story” teaching series. Each Sunday morning and 
Wednesday afternoon, we will work on one of five 
paintings, visual representations of one of the five 
main components of the Gospel, including:

1. CREATION (September 13)
2. FALL (September 27)
3. CROSS (October 4)
4. SALVATION (October 11)
5. GROWING (October 18)

Why do we do this? Because the same hope of 
Jesus Christ that people need during “normal” times 
they need even more during times like these. The 
relevance of the hope of the Gospel is made even 
more clear in the midst of this time. So, let’s continue 
to encourage and pray for one another, because facing 
our trials is not easy. But the good news is that we 
don’t have to do it alone—the Lord is with us and we 
must be there for each other. 

Persevering with you,
—Pastor Matt

Continued from page 1

Continued on page 4

EXIT

DRIVE-UP
COMMUNIONPastor Matt, Toni Pfau and Bruce Bridgess during the live-stream service on September 13.
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Cambodia, I sincerely thank you all for the prayer and your 
big contribution toward the 2020 CCM Fundraiser event. 
Even without meeting in person for this special project, 
together we raised $7,530 out of our goal for $8,000! We 
did not expect this enthusiastic response! Thank you all for 
your spiritual concern of the needs of this ministry. Our 
God is good! Even though the deadline was on September 
7, we are pleased to continue accepting your financial 
contribution anytime, as we work toward our goal of 
making this life-changing ministry stronger in 2021.

Due to the rainy season, which started in Cambodia 
in the month of September, there are more poor families in 
the vicinity of our children center that are in need of rice. 
A family here in our ministry responded to my request to 

provide rice for those families in need. As we distributed 
those bags of rice, we offered a worship service and provided 
a luncheon for the families in need. The commune officials 
were very grateful for and pleased with the generous food 
provisions toward those families, with the support of the 
Children's Ministry. I want to share with you that with your 
support toward the financial cause of this ministry, we are 
doing our best to faithfully use your loving gift to sustain 
their lives and the future of those poor students, and to 
bring Christ and His redeeming work on the cross to those 
people in all ages in their communities.  May the Lord 
continue to enrich your life for His glory!

— Pastor Peter

A Continued Call to Prayer for 
Peace and Justice

We stand in love and support with 
 the African American community 
and with all people of color as we 
seek peace and justice together.

“Chat with Matt” (UPDATE)
“Chat with Matt” is an opportunity for me to get to know 
the folks in our church family and for you to get to know 
me also! Working with our office staff, I have been setting 
up short appointments with members of the church family. 
Already, it has been a great blessing to me to get to know 
people in this way and to also learn their ideas as we seek to 
live out the Gospel together and develop “Mission PDX”—
the strategic plan for our church. 

If you would like to set your “Chat with Matt” 
appointment today, just email or call the church office. 
Can’t wait to see you (or hear you)!

—Pastor Matt

 

COVID-19 and 
Re-Opening Update

Taking into account the most reliable information from 
the State of Oregon and Multnomah County, FBC will 
continue to offer worship services through live-streaming 
only during the month of October. However, there will 
continue to be various opportunities for live, in-person 
interactions at or near the church building, including:

• DRIVE-UP COMMUNION on October 4,  
from 8:30 am – 9:30 am; 

• PARK & PRAY which will take place Sundays at  
9:00 am, (cancelled if rain is expected); and 

• PAINTING ON THE PATIO which will take place 
Wednesdays at 1:00 pm.

Our leadership team continues to work hard to prepare 
for re-opening. Our plan is to reopen once it is advisable 
for groups of up to 100 people to gather. At the writing of 
this article, it seems this will happen when Multnomah 
County enters “Phase 2”. A detailed “COVID-19 Protocol” 
document has been adopted by leadership. Staff and 
volunteers have already been taking steps to make sure FBC 
is prepared to re-open safely when that day comes. 

Continued from page 3

“...do justice…
...love kindness…

...walk humbly with 
your God…”

(Micah 6:8)

FOR EVERYONE’S
HEALTH and SAFETY

PLEASE REMEMBER

FACE COVERINGS ARE REQUIRED
- AND -

MAINTAIN SIX FOOT  DISTANCE  
BETWEEN YOURSELF AND OTHERS

NEED UPDATED TOTAL
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Cambodian Ministry NewsCambodian Ministry News

As you know, during the September 
wildfires, smoke covered most of 
the Pacific coast areas. We had no 
place to escape the smoke during 
that event, while we are also in the 
midst of the Covid-19 pandemic. 
For over three days, our house was 
full of smoke. I tried my best to filter 
the air, but smoke was still somehow 
in the house, and we had tears due 
to the irritations of the smoky air. 
On in addition to my prayers for the 
victims, I deeply sympathized with 
those victims, whose lost their houses, 
properties, and posessions to the 
catastrophic wildfires. In addition, 
many people were displaced, injured, 
and some died, as well. The firefighters 
worked tirelessly without breaks. 
As I continued to watch the news, I 
did as they pleaded to offer financial 
assistance through the Red Cross 

website. The smoke also revealed to 
us that God is with us during these 
troubles and He has shown us how to 
help, comfort, and have compassion 
for those who suffer from that tragic 
event. Love has no favor in the hearts 
of God’s children, for God is love! 

During each Zoom meeting 
during the wildfires, we prayed for 
those victims before our Bible studies, 
in order to encourage one another and 
strengthen our faith in our mighty 
God, who controls everything under 
His provision. I thank God for our 
active Zoom meeting members, who 
hardly miss the prayer meetings, as 
we ponder on His word and update 
one another on the conditions of our 
fellow congregants. 

On behalf of our CCM board 
members here and in Cambodia, 
and on behalf of the children of 

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion 
and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles so that we can 
comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God.”  

—2 CorINthIaNs 1:3-4

There is a scene in the 
movie The Princess Bride 
that predicts the future, 
albeit unintentionally. 
In the scene, Fezzik, a 
giant played by Andre the 
Giant, is fighting Westley, 
the hero of the movie but presently in disguise. Fezzik 
asks Westley, “Why you wear a mask? You burn by 
acid?” Westley replies, “No it's just terribly comfortable. 
I think that everyone will be wearing them in the 
future.” If the writers of The Princess Bride only knew 
what lay ahead...

Of course, masks are a part of everyday life during 
the COVID pandemic, but 
before the outbreak and even 
before The Princess Bride was 
conceived, masks had many 
roles in a variety of cultures.

In ancient Greece, 
masks were used in theatrical 

performances to indicate the role of the character, as well as 
their emotional state. Their exaggerated expressions helped 
the theater goers in the back see and, by projecting sound 
somewhat like a small megaphone, even hear the characters 
better. The comedy/tragedy masks associated with theater 
are references to this ancient theater staple.

In Japan, masks are an essential part of many Shinto 
festivals and events. Many of the masks featured are 
archetypes borrowed from myths representing evil, tricky, 
and sometimes humorous characters. 
They are also a traditional part of Noh, 
a musical dance drama and the oldest 
Japanese performance art still being 
practiced today.

Of course, no discussion of masks 
is complete without mentioning 
Halloween, our festival of costumes, 
masks, and merriment (and cavities). 
Halloween gets its origins from the Celtic festival of 
Samhein (pronounced SAW-win), which was a time of 
staving off ghosts and darkness as the days got shorter. It 

was believed that if you 
wore a mask, particularly a 
scary one, ghosts would fail 
to recognize you, thinking 
you were one of them. 
Interestingly masks were 
used, not to honor the evil 

spirits, but rather to keep people safe. It is oddly fitting that 
this Halloween, N-95 masks will hold the same purpose.

Wearing a mask, unfortunately, has become a political 
marker rather than a safety guideline. I do not want to open 
that discussion here, but I will mention one can use a mask 
to profess faith. A quick Google search will reveal options 
ranging from a tasteful embroidered cross to entire Bible 
verses. My favorite is a “Faith Hope Love” mask, a reference 
to 1 Corinthians 13:13.

This timeless message works well in mask form in the 
following ways:

FAITH proclaims 
faith in God and a life of 
following Jesus, so essential 
for us right now.

HOPE is a reminder 
of the hope in God's plan 
as well as hope for an end to the current crisis.

LOVE demonstrates how we care for others by keeping 
ourselves and each other feeling safe.

I do not fully agree with Westley from The Princess 
Bride. Masks are not terribly comfortable. But like masks of 
old, they are used to keep us protected, even if our invisible 
monster has changed from a ghost to a virus.

Happy Hallows Eve to everyone and stay safe out there.
—Pastor Chris

Why You Wear a Mask
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I'm angry at Beverly Simmons!
It took a long time to get to know her. When I first 

attended First Baptist Church, I sat in the same pew every 
Sunday, and had a direct view of the soprano section 
of the choir. It was fun to examine the choir members, 
individually, and, not knowing any of them, guess what 
they might do or be.

The woman in the flared glasses, with the pile of dark 
hair on top of her head, I imagined to play the clarinet in 
the Oregon Symphony.

Later, I discovered she was a nurse, mother of three, 
assistant director of the children's choir, and church florist. 
Little did I know, early on, that she was also a "merry 
meddler" — a meddler of a positive kind.

She meddled me into becoming the accompanist for 
the children's choir, and that started out decades-long 
friendship. Later, I was to join her as the second member 
of the Decorations Committee — and we cemented our 
lasting friendship as we selected and arranged flowers for 
the several church services each week and special events 
at FBC.

Never during those five decades of a most satisfying 
friendship did I think I would ever be as angry with Bev as 
I am now — but I have been given good cause.

It seems that Bev Simmons loved me too much. She 
cared for me too much. She was constantly concerned for 
my well-being and that of my family. She provided council 
that was too wise. She taught me too many good and useful 
lessons. She was too patient. She was too understanding. 
She was a way-too-good friend — and because of all that, 
that dearest of many friends has left a huge void in my life!

That is why I'm angry at Beverly Simmons…
But, she is not totally to blame. For I allowed all that to 

happen. It was easy. That is what she did best. That is what 
she did for everyone. She snuck up on me, and filled my life 
with the kind of goodness and gladness only such a friend 
can provide.

It is said that the more you seek happiness, the less 
able you are to find it. Happiness is a gift. Bev brought 
happiness to my life in abundance. That happiness was a 
gift. Beverly Simmons was a gift — a gift from God.

She was an example to me — and everyone — of a 
person who lived their faith. She honored the first and 
second Great Commandments to the letter: 'Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind … and your neighbor as yourself ' 
(Matthew 22: 37,39)

The main rule she followed consistently was the Golden 
Rule (paraphrased): 'Do unto others as you would have them 
do unto you.' (Matthew 7:12)

Although I'm angry at Beverly Simmons now, because 
of that great emptiness she has left in my life, and the great 
hole she has left in my heart, the anger won't last long. After 
all, no greater tribute can I offer Bev. For, the greater the 
friend, the greater the void.

For a while I'll go to that broad, cast chasm and mourn 
my loss. But, then there will come a time — very soon, 
I'm certain — when I will go to the edge of that abyss 
in a state of joy and start to fill it with the memories of a 
most satisfying friendship. That won't take long to fill it 
to brimming — for I hold dear many, many wonderful 
memories of our times together.

The single most important thought I will always carry 
of Beverly Simmons is that she honored her God and her 
Christ in every way, living her life in love. I'm assured that 
God has rewarded her. The greeting she must have received 
as she entered His presence was: Well done, thou good and 
faithful servant.

For Beverly Simmons, Philippians 1:21 says it all: For 
me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.

— Bruce Bridgess

Thoughts About My Friend

Obituary and Tribute page: omegaservices.com/obituaries/beverly-j-simmons/1039/
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God, who controls everything under 
His provision. I thank God for our 
active Zoom meeting members, who 
hardly miss the prayer meetings, as 
we ponder on His word and update 
one another on the conditions of our 
fellow congregants. 

On behalf of our CCM board 
members here and in Cambodia, 
and on behalf of the children of 

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion 
and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles so that we can 
comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God.”  

—2 CorINthIaNs 1:3-4

There is a scene in the 
movie The Princess Bride 
that predicts the future, 
albeit unintentionally. 
In the scene, Fezzik, a 
giant played by Andre the 
Giant, is fighting Westley, 
the hero of the movie but presently in disguise. Fezzik 
asks Westley, “Why you wear a mask? You burn by 
acid?” Westley replies, “No it's just terribly comfortable. 
I think that everyone will be wearing them in the 
future.” If the writers of The Princess Bride only knew 
what lay ahead...

Of course, masks are a part of everyday life during 
the COVID pandemic, but 
before the outbreak and even 
before The Princess Bride was 
conceived, masks had many 
roles in a variety of cultures.

In ancient Greece, 
masks were used in theatrical 

performances to indicate the role of the character, as well as 
their emotional state. Their exaggerated expressions helped 
the theater goers in the back see and, by projecting sound 
somewhat like a small megaphone, even hear the characters 
better. The comedy/tragedy masks associated with theater 
are references to this ancient theater staple.

In Japan, masks are an essential part of many Shinto 
festivals and events. Many of the masks featured are 
archetypes borrowed from myths representing evil, tricky, 
and sometimes humorous characters. 
They are also a traditional part of Noh, 
a musical dance drama and the oldest 
Japanese performance art still being 
practiced today.

Of course, no discussion of masks 
is complete without mentioning 
Halloween, our festival of costumes, 
masks, and merriment (and cavities). 
Halloween gets its origins from the Celtic festival of 
Samhein (pronounced SAW-win), which was a time of 
staving off ghosts and darkness as the days got shorter. It 

was believed that if you 
wore a mask, particularly a 
scary one, ghosts would fail 
to recognize you, thinking 
you were one of them. 
Interestingly masks were 
used, not to honor the evil 

spirits, but rather to keep people safe. It is oddly fitting that 
this Halloween, N-95 masks will hold the same purpose.

Wearing a mask, unfortunately, has become a political 
marker rather than a safety guideline. I do not want to open 
that discussion here, but I will mention one can use a mask 
to profess faith. A quick Google search will reveal options 
ranging from a tasteful embroidered cross to entire Bible 
verses. My favorite is a “Faith Hope Love” mask, a reference 
to 1 Corinthians 13:13.

This timeless message works well in mask form in the 
following ways:

FAITH proclaims 
faith in God and a life of 
following Jesus, so essential 
for us right now.

HOPE is a reminder 
of the hope in God's plan 
as well as hope for an end to the current crisis.

LOVE demonstrates how we care for others by keeping 
ourselves and each other feeling safe.

I do not fully agree with Westley from The Princess 
Bride. Masks are not terribly comfortable. But like masks of 
old, they are used to keep us protected, even if our invisible 
monster has changed from a ghost to a virus.

Happy Hallows Eve to everyone and stay safe out there.
—Pastor Chris

Why You Wear a Mask
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Cambodia, I sincerely thank you all for the prayer and your 
big contribution toward the 2020 CCM Fundraiser event. 
Even without meeting in person for this special project, 
together we raised $7,530 out of our goal for $8,000! We 
did not expect this enthusiastic response! Thank you all for 
your spiritual concern of the needs of this ministry. Our 
God is good! Even though the deadline was on September 
7, we are pleased to continue accepting your financial 
contribution anytime, as we work toward our goal of 
making this life-changing ministry stronger in 2021.

Due to the rainy season, which started in Cambodia 
in the month of September, there are more poor families in 
the vicinity of our children center that are in need of rice. 
A family here in our ministry responded to my request to 

provide rice for those families in need. As we distributed 
those bags of rice, we offered a worship service and provided 
a luncheon for the families in need. The commune officials 
were very grateful for and pleased with the generous food 
provisions toward those families, with the support of the 
Children's Ministry. I want to share with you that with your 
support toward the financial cause of this ministry, we are 
doing our best to faithfully use your loving gift to sustain 
their lives and the future of those poor students, and to 
bring Christ and His redeeming work on the cross to those 
people in all ages in their communities.  May the Lord 
continue to enrich your life for His glory!

— Pastor Peter

A Continued Call to Prayer for 
Peace and Justice

We stand in love and support with 
 the African American community 
and with all people of color as we 
seek peace and justice together.

“Chat with Matt” (UPDATE)
“Chat with Matt” is an opportunity for me to get to know 
the folks in our church family and for you to get to know 
me also! Working with our office staff, I have been setting 
up short appointments with members of the church family. 
Already, it has been a great blessing to me to get to know 
people in this way and to also learn their ideas as we seek to 
live out the Gospel together and develop “Mission PDX”—
the strategic plan for our church. 

If you would like to set your “Chat with Matt” 
appointment today, just email or call the church office. 
Can’t wait to see you (or hear you)!

—Pastor Matt

 

COVID-19 and 
Re-Opening Update

Taking into account the most reliable information from 
the State of Oregon and Multnomah County, FBC will 
continue to offer worship services through live-streaming 
only during the month of October. However, there will 
continue to be various opportunities for live, in-person 
interactions at or near the church building, including:

• DRIVE-UP COMMUNION on October 4,  
from 8:30 am – 9:30 am; 

• PARK & PRAY which will take place Sundays at  
9:00 am, (cancelled if rain is expected); and 

• PAINTING ON THE PATIO which will take place 
Wednesdays at 1:00 pm.

Our leadership team continues to work hard to prepare 
for re-opening. Our plan is to reopen once it is advisable 
for groups of up to 100 people to gather. At the writing of 
this article, it seems this will happen when Multnomah 
County enters “Phase 2”. A detailed “COVID-19 Protocol” 
document has been adopted by leadership. Staff and 
volunteers have already been taking steps to make sure FBC 
is prepared to re-open safely when that day comes. 

Continued from page 3

“...do justice…
...love kindness…

...walk humbly with 
your God…”

(Micah 6:8)

FOR EVERYONE’S
HEALTH and SAFETY

PLEASE REMEMBER

FACE COVERINGS ARE REQUIRED
- AND -

MAINTAIN SIX FOOT  DISTANCE  
BETWEEN YOURSELF AND OTHERS

NEED UPDATED TOTAL
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"Painting on the Patio" 
Every Wednesday in October at 1:00 pm

Every Wednesday afternoon during the “God’s Story, 
Your Story” sermon series, all are welcome to join us 
at the church for “Painting on the Patio,” (meet at the 
main entry on Taylor street) to add your personal touch 
to paintings we will be creating to illustrate different 
main points of the Gospel story. Come one, come all! No 
artistic skill or training is necessary! (Social-distancing 
precautions will be taken in order to ensure everyone’s 
health and safety.) 

“Drive-Up Communion”
Sunday, October 4, 8:30-9:30 am

Drive-up, walk-up, or 
otherwise get yourself 
downtown to join us as 
we celebrate communion 
together in the parking 
lot on October 4th. We 
are planning to offer this 
ministry the first Sunday 

of every month, rain, snow, or shine, until the pandemic 
subsides. See you at the Lord’s Table! (Social-distancing 
precautions will be taken in order to ensure everyone’s 
health and safety.) 

Mission PDX
We are everyday people 
LOOKING UP to God for meaning in life; 
REACHING OUT across cultural boundaries with the 
hope of Jesus; 
RAISING UP a generation in the way of Jesus; 
LIVING AS FAMILY, different though we may be; and 
SERVING TOGETHER for the good of others. 

“Park & Pray”
Every Sunday at 9:00 am, 
through the end of October

Looking for a unique 
opportunity to fellowship with 
your church family during 
the pandemic? Interested in 
getting “outside the walls of 
the church building” to share 
hope with the community? 
Then come on down to the 
church parking lot on Sunday 
mornings in October for a short devotional time that 
will feature a couple casual worship songs, prayer, and an 
encouraging devotional message. “Park & Pray” will end 
by 9:30 am, giving folks plenty of time to head back home 
to catch the live-stream of our worship service at 11am. 
(Social-distancing precautions will be taken in order to 
ensure everyone’s health and safety.) "Park & Pray" will be 
cancelled if rain is expected. 

THANK YOU for
your faithful generosity!

We continue to be so grateful to our church family for 
your generosity in supporting the work of FBC during 
the pandemic. We are thankful for the tithes and 
offerings you send through your bank, by sending a 
check in the mail, or by using the online giving feature 
on our website (fbc-portland.org). Blessings!

—FBC Executive Committee

News and InformationHowever, in the meantime, the work of the 
Gospel calls us forward. We must not give up. In 
that spirit, during October, we will continue to 
develop our community art project (which we started 
in September), based on the “God’s Story, Your 
Story” teaching series. Each Sunday morning and 
Wednesday afternoon, we will work on one of five 
paintings, visual representations of one of the five 
main components of the Gospel, including:

1. CREATION (September 13)
2. FALL (September 27)
3. CROSS (October 4)
4. SALVATION (October 11)
5. GROWING (October 18)

Why do we do this? Because the same hope of 
Jesus Christ that people need during “normal” times 
they need even more during times like these. The 
relevance of the hope of the Gospel is made even 
more clear in the midst of this time. So, let’s continue 
to encourage and pray for one another, because facing 
our trials is not easy. But the good news is that we 
don’t have to do it alone—the Lord is with us and we 
must be there for each other. 

Persevering with you,
—Pastor Matt

Continued from page 1

Continued on page 4

EXIT

DRIVE-UP
COMMUNIONPastor Matt, Toni Pfau and Bruce Bridgess during the live-stream service on September 13.
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1:00 pm:  
  Painting on the Patio

1:00 pm:  
  Painting on the Patio

6:00 pm:  
  EPC Meeting

7:00 pm:  
  Worship Committee

7:15 pm:  
  FBC Foundation Mtg.

1:00 pm:  
  Painting on the Patio

1:00 pm:  
  Painting on the Patio

1:00 pm:  
  Painting on the Patio

9:00 am:  
  Park & Pray

8:30 am:  
  Drive-Up Communion

10:00 am:
   Usher's Training

9:00 am:  
  Park & Pray

9:00 am:  
  Park & Pray

SUNDAY 
8:45 am: Contemporary Service
9:30 am: Khmer Sunday School via Zoom
10:00 am: Sunday School for all ages
10:45 am: Khmer Devotional, online at fbc-portland.org 
11:00 am: Worship Service, online at fbc-portland.org
 Cambodian language, Rose Chapel  
 Children’s Church
 for ages 3 through 7th Grade

MONDAY—SUNDAY 
6:00 – 8:00 am: Eye Opener (AA meeting)

MONDAY 
11:00 am: Brown-Bag Bible Study via Zoom

MONDAY & THURSDAY 
2:00 – 4:00 pm: Drop-In Center

TUESDAY 
5:30 pm: Dinner + A Movie

WEDNESDAY  

5:45 pm: Wednesday Night Dinner 
7:00 pm: Sermon-based Bible Study online
7:30 pm: Choir rehearsal (September – June)
8:00 pm: Khmer Bible Study via Zoom 

THURSDAY 
7:00 - 8:00 pm: Downtowners (AA meeting)

FRIDAY 
Office closed 
6:00 pm:  FOCUS
Events in grey are postponed until further notice.
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Matt Toupin — Senior Pastor
Peter Im — Cambodian Ministries 
Chris Shade — Associate Pastor 
Bruce Bridgess — Interim Music Director 
Cathy Francis — Business Administrator
Pat Forrester — Building Manager 
Jason Chastain — Assistant Business Administrator
Kathleen Chastain — Receptionist
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Marillyn Bennett ................................................... 10/16
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Brayden Sopheap Kong ......................................... 10/19
Lynette Velasquez .................................................. 10/19

Mary Olson Lancaster ........................................... 10/19
Matt Toupin ..........................................................10/20
Maddie Benfield .....................................................10/21
Frank Williams ..................................................... 10/24
Peter Suon ............................................................. 10/27
Dian Jackson ......................................................... 10/28
Beverly Hodgin ..................................................... 10/28
Bob Boughner ....................................................... 10/29
Pat Forrester .......................................................... 10/29
Jonas Beard ........................................................... 10/30
Daniel Suon .......................................................... 10/30
Jack Brophy ............................................................10/31
Carolyn Guppy ......................................................10/31
 
Please let the office know if there are names missing from 
this list. We strive for accuracy in our member database.
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WE WILL RETURN TO OUR REGULAR SCHEDULE WHEN REGULATIONS PERMIT US TO DO SO.
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As you may know, in September and October FBC 
is dedicating time toward awareness, advocacy, and 
action for global mission as part of the World Mission 
Offering. We are able to participate in God’s work 
around the world in partnership with International 
Ministries (IM), a cross-cultural mission agency with a 
long heritage in the American Baptist mission movement. 

This year’s World Mission Offering theme is “I once 
was blind, but now I see.” We are seeing God at work 
in so many hopeful and encouraging ways through our 

global servants and global partners. 
When confronted with uncertainty, we as Christians 

have the opportunity to respond with faith in Jesus. As 
a church, we have set a goal to raise $3,000 this year for 
the World Mission Offering.  We urge you to consider 
prayerfully how your faithful giving and prayers could be 
used by God at this moment to impact the lives of many 
in need of him around the world today... until it is on 
earth as it is in heaven. 

—FBC Missions Committee
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“What else could get thrown at us?”
This is the question many have been asking these 

days. With seven months of pandemic now in the 
books, months of unrest in the city of Portland and 
around the world, and then forest fires that smothered 
our region for almost two weeks in early September, it 
begs the question: “What else could get thrown at us?” 

The Bible has much to say about times like this. 
And one key passage is James 1:2–4, where we are 
challenged to persevere, trusting that the trials we 
face produce perseverance, which in turn leads to 
maturity. It certainly seems that is what is going on 
right now. 

Rather than give up, the pandemic has challenged 
us to adopt new technologies for ministry that will 
make our outreach more effective in the long-term. 
The social unrest in our city has forced us to take a 
long, hard look at ourselves and consider how we can 
be agents of reconciliation across racial boundaries, 
recognizing the priceless value of the “image of God” 
in our fellow human beings of various backgrounds 
(Genesis 1:26). And when the forest fires made it 
difficult even to breathe, what did we do? Why, our 
Drop-In Center crew put on P100 respirator masks 
to continue serving a hot meal to the most vulnerable 
members of our community! 

The name of the game these days is perseverance—
plain and simple. God is calling us to carry on, to  

face our trials with hope, to persevere, and in the 
process to mature as God’s people. Though he was 
patient as the waters slowly receded, Noah was able 
to persevere, because he was confident that he and his 
companions would be able one day to emerge from 
the ark of wood (Genesis 8:1–12). Like them, we too 
must be patient and persevere, holding to the hope 
that we will one day soon be able to emerge from the 
ark of this pandemic. 

Continued on page 10

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
909 SW 11th Avenue
Portland, OR 97205-2099
(503) 228-7465

address service requested

Facebook.com/firstbaptistportland

tinyurl.com/firstbaptistportland
Service available on                    at 2:30 pm

Join us online SUNDAY
for livestream at 11:00 AM

“Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you 
know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that 

you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.”  —James 1:2–4, NIV

“If they had told me in seminary that this is the way I 
would have to dress someday going to church, 

I would have never believed them!” 


