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“God’s Story, Your Story”
“…but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being
prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the
hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect…”
(1 Peter 3:15, eSV)

For many, sharing your faith can be one of the most
frightening and rewarding things in the life of a
Christian. And as we seek to be faithful to the Great
Commission to “make disciples of all nations,” it is
certainly one of the most important things we can do
(See Matthew 28:19-20). But what about you? Are you
prepared to “make a defense to anyone who asks you for
a reason for the hope that is in you?”
Our new sermon series for September and
October, called “GOD’S STORY, YOUR STORY,”

is designed to prepare you to do just that. It all begins
with an introduction to the series on September 6.
Then, starting September 13, we will focus on the
Gospel message in 5 parts. Finally, on the 7th Sunday
(October 18), we will bring it all together, seeking to
understand how “God’s Story,” the Gospel, connects
with our own personal stories as individuals.
This series will be art-based, outreach-focused,
and very interactive. On every Wednesday afternoon
Continued on page 10
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Member Birthdays

Bunchan Chan .......................................................... 9/1
Louise Freeze ............................................................. 9/1
Mari Hester ...............................................................9/2
Edward Kong ............................................................ 9/3
Dan Velasquez........................................................... 9/4
Bunly Lay.................................................................. 9/4
Srey Seng .................................................................. 9/5
Sopheap Khim ..........................................................9/8
Karen Knauerhase .....................................................9/9
Stephanie Lam ..........................................................9/9
Kimseng Ty ............................................................. 9/10
Bruce Borquist .........................................................9/11
Glenn Kuhn .............................................................9/11
Merica Fooks........................................................... 9/15

Jim Townley ............................................................ 9/16
Bill DeShawn .......................................................... 9/16
Richard Long .......................................................... 9/19
Maria DeShawn ...................................................... 9/19
Peter Im ..................................................................9/20
Katie Reed ...............................................................9/21
Nick Gherasim ........................................................ 9/23
Lois Chartier ........................................................... 9/25
Michele Lee ............................................................. 9/26
Connie Shearer........................................................ 9/26
Alan Martin ............................................................9/30

EXIT

Please let the office know if there are names missing from
this list. We strive for accuracy in our member database.

Drive-Up Communion
Sunday, September 6, 8:30–9:30 am

Drive-up, walk-up, or otherwise
get yourself downtown to join
us as we celebrate communion
together in the parking lot on
September 6. This special ministry
was such a blessing to the church
family when we first did it in
August that we are planning to
offer it the first Sunday of every
month, rain, snow, or shine,
until the pandemic subsides. See
you at the Lord’s Table! (Socialdistancing precautions will be
taken in order to ensure everyone’s
health and safety.)

The Trumpeter is published twelve times a year
(January – December). Find us on the web:
www.fbc-portland.org and www.ccmnews.org

Matt Toupin — Senior Pastor
Peter Im — Cambodian Ministries
Chris Shade — Associate Pastor
Bruce Bridgess — Interim Music Director
Cathy Francis — Business Administrator
Pat Forrester — Building Manager
Jason Chastain — Assistant Business Administrator
Kathleen Chastain — Receptionist

DRIVE-UP
COMMUNION

The next Trumpeter deadline is September 21, 2020.
Please send submissions to jchastain@fbc-portland.org
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News and Information

COVID-19 and
Re-Opening Update
Taking into account the most reliable information from
the State of Oregon and Multnomah County, FBC will
continue to offer worship services through live-streaming
only during the month of September. However,
there will be various opportunities for live, in-person
interactions at or near the church building, including:
• “Drive-Up Communion” on September 6, from
8:30 am – 9:30 am
• “Park 'n Pray” which will take place Sundays at
9:00 am, starting September 13
• “Painting on the Patio” which will take place
Wednesdays at 1:00 pm, starting September 16.
Our leadership team continues to work hard to prepare
for re-opening. Tentatively, our plan is to reopen once
it is advisable for groups of up to 100 people to gather.
A detailed “COVID-19 Protocol” document has been
adopted by leadership and staff and volunteers are taking
steps to make sure FBC is prepared to re-open safely
when that day comes.
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Every Wednesday afternoon
during the “God’s Story, Your
Story” sermon series, all are
welcome to join us at the
church for “Painting on the
Patio,” (meet at the main entry
on Taylor street) to add your
personal touch to paintings we
will be creating to illustrate
different main points of the
Gospel story. Come one, come
all! No artistic skill or training
is necessary! (Social-distancing
precautions will be taken in order to ensure everyone’s
health and safety.)

We are everyday people
• LOOKING UP to God for meaning in life;
• REACHING OUT across cultural boundaries with
the hope of the Gospel;
• RAISING UP a generation in the way of Jesus;
• LIVING AS FAMILY, different though we may be;
and
• SERVING TOGETHER for the good of others.

Y

Wednesday, at 1:00 pm,
starting September 16

Mission PDX

P

"Painting on the Patio"

A

"Park & Pray"

Sunday at 9:00 am, weatherpermitting, starting September 13
Looking for a unique opportunity to join in fellowship
with your church family during the pandemic?
Interested in getting “outside the walls of the church
building” to share hope with the community? Then
come on down to the church parking lot on Sunday
mornings in September (starting September 13) for
a short devotional time that will feature a few casual
worship songs, prayer, and an encouraging devotional
message. “Park & Pray” will end by 9:30 am, giving
folks plenty of time to head back home to catch the
live-stream of our worship service at 11:00 am. (Socialdistancing precautions will be taken in order to ensure
everyone’s health and safety.)

Continued on page 4
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Continued from page 3

The “Chat with Matt” Project
(UPDATE)

Coming Soon:
“Mission PDX Survey”
(UPDATE)

Given the unique
challenges of the times
in which we are living,
“Chat with Matt” is an
opportunity for me to
get to know the folks
in our church family
and also for you to get
to know me. Working
with our office staff,
I want to set up short
appointments with
each member of the church family to get to know
each other and to learn from you what you think
might be important in the future of First Baptist as
we seek to live out the Gospel together and develop
“Mission PDX”—the strategic plan for our church.
There are different ways for us to get together, and
I’d like to invite you to choose what works best for you:
• In-person at the church patio on Taylor street
• Via Zoom or phone
• In-Person in your front yard
If you would like to set your “Chat with Matt”
appointment today, just email or call the church office.
Can’t wait to see you (or hear from you)!
— Pastor Matt

During the summer, Pastor Matt unpacked “Mission
PDX” during Sunday morning sermons and
Wednesday night Zoom Bible studies. Mission PDX is
a vision and strategic plan for the future of First Baptist
Church. We would like to hear from you about your
ministry needs and hopes for the future of our church
as Mission PDX is developed. To help with that, a
survey will be sent out to members of the church this
autumn. It will be made available in both online and
print formats. Your help in filling out the survey will
be greatly appreciated as we continue to embark on this
journey of following Jesus together!

Stewardship Note

How do you prefer to read
The Trumpeter?

We simply cannot thank the Lord and our congregation
enough for the ongoing, generous support of the ministry of
FBC. As a reminder, you are still able to send your tithes and
offerings by mailing a check in or by using the online giving
feature on our website (fbc-portland.org).
Thank you for your generosity,
—Executive Personnel Committee
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Announcing J.13 for High
School Youth and Young Adults
Are you a high school student (entering grades 10–12) or
a young adult? Are you interested in delving deeper into
your faith, learning more about the Bible, and growing
as a leader? Then J.13 is for you! This region-wide youth
and young adult ministry equips the next generation to
make a positive difference in the world while challenging
them to grow as followers of Jesus. Want to apply for
this program or learn more? Just reach out to Pastor
Matt (mtoupin@fbc-portland.org).

If you would prefer to read the new Trumpeter
electronically, please let the church office know, so we
can remove your name from the mailing list. Likewise,
if you would prefer to receive The Trumpeter in your
mailbox, please let us know.

The Trumpeter
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Cambodian Ministry News

But as for me, it is good to be near God. I have made the Sovereign Lord my refuge;
I will tell of all your deeds. —PSalm 73:28
To fully trust in God at all times
may not be easy when things are not
going well with our lives, ministries,
and even our businesses. We may
sometimes even question God when
struggling with adversity. Sometimes,
on the other hand, those challenges
don't even hurt us, and in these times
we may be so proud of our ability
to handle the situation successfully,
that we forget the fact that God is
our refuge. The Lord reminds us in
this scripture passage that He is the
everlasting rock, that we can hide in
Him in all time. By keeping us in His
perfect peace that we are able to fully
Page 6

understand His presense because of
our personal relationship with Him.
Our mind focuses on Him in all
circumstances. That is why we are
asked to pray not just for ourselves, but
for one another, and for our enemy, as
well. He is our perfect peace! Amen!
Some of our church members,
whom we are ministering to, are out of
sorts due to physical weakness and the
stress of financial burden, and some
even experience personal hardship
during this pandemic. But our living
Lord keeps them in His perfect peace.
I thank God every time I talk to them
or visit them in person with prayer,

where we maintain a safe distance
from one another, wearing masks. It
may look or feel strange while wearing
masks as we talk and pray together in
person, but it shows the love and care
we have for one another. I also give
thanks to our God for the ability to
use new technology, such as computers
and smartphones to join our weekly
worship service through our livestream worship on Facebook and
You Tube. I continue to be grateful
for those who are faithfully doing
their best to join our Wednesday
night Bible study and Sunday school
Zoom meetings. The attendance for
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those classes remains strong, even
as some members are going back
to work, resuming their everyday
schedules. Each Zoom meeting, we
have an opportunity to chat, check
in with one another, and pray for
each other before we join in lifting
up one another with the word of
God. I want to thank our church
leaders, who assist and support our
professional and pastoral staff, as
we minister our church members
during this unique and difficult
time. I also want to thank those
who faithfully continue to support
the church ministries, even though
we do not currently have in-person
worship services.
The leaders of our Cambodian
Children Ministry continue to seek
different ways to meet both their
physical and spiritual needs as they
take care of our facilities. Public
schools in Kampong Chhnang
province still remain closed, and
therefore the same goes for our school
programs at the community center.
In the month of August, we were
approved to obtain permission to
meet in a small group setting for
worship services and sharing meals.
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These types of services helps us to
pray for each other and preach the
word of the Lord. We are striving to
share our faith and support for one
another during this time, especially
the poor children and students. The
Cambodian government has been
handling the spread of the COVID-19
virus very well, even though it may
have caused the economy to slow
down a little bit. We are grateful to
our Lord that our leaders and students
at the community center are safe from
this deadly virus. Our almighty God
is good!
As our partners, I want to thank
our loving God for you and your
families, who continue to faithfully

serve this ministry with us. The
Cambodian Children Ministry
depends on your prayers and financial
support. Due to the COVID-19
pandemic, we were unable to hold
our annual auction fundraiser dinner,
which is why we are behind this
year's budget. You may have read the
previous Trumpeter articles about our
special 2020 fundraiser. We encourage
you to join us in our goal of raising
$8,000 by this Labor Day, September
7. We will also be glad to continue to
accept funds through the month of
September, as we strive to make our
2021 budget and ministry stronger, as
well. So far, we have raised $5,125.
There are many ways to support:
you can give through the church,
by mentioning on the memo line of
your check, "CCM 2020". Please visit
our website ccmnews.org for more
information on how you can help to
make this fundraiser a successful one.
Thank you all for your partnership
in this life-changing ministry, and
for trusting our leadership in this
vital ministry as well. I pray that our
living Lord gracefully grants you both
physical and spiritual opportunity to
live and serve Him faithfully!
— Pastor Peter
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Time is running out for the 2020 CCM Fundraiser!

Donate online by visiting www.ccmnews.org or send a check to:
Cambodian Children Ministry, 909 SW 11th Avenue, Portland, OR 97205
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SAFETY
PLEASE REMEMBER
FACE COVERINGS ARE REQUIRED
- AND -

MAINTAIN SIX FOOT DISTANCE
BETWEEN YOURSELF AND OTHERS

6
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Continued from page 1
throughout the series, starting on September 16th
(at 1pm), all are welcome to join us at the church for
“Painting on the Patio.” to add your personal touch
to paintings, which we will be creating to illustrate
different main points of the Gospel. And on each
Wednesday night (at 7:00 pm) of the series, there
will be a sermon-based Zoom Bible study to help us
unpack the meaning of the Scripture.
The hope is that everyone will have the
opportunity to get involved in this cutting-edge,
community art project. Each Sunday morning and
Wednesday afternoon, we will work on one of five
paintings, visual representations of one of the five
main components of the Gospel, including:
1. CREATION (September 13)
2. FALL (September 20)
3. CROSS (September 27)
4. SALVATION (October 4)
5. GROWING (October 11)
Understanding the Gospel is so important because
it is the Good News of how God is reconciling human
beings to himself. It begins with an exploration of
what God’s intent was in creating us in the first place
(Creation). The Gospel also explains just why human
beings find themselves separated from God these days
(Fall). Based on these realities, it answers the question
of why God would go to such great lengths to rescue
us by sending his one and only Son to our world
(Cross). And because of the cross, the Gospel helps us
to understand God’s desire for our present and future
(Salvation and Growing).
So, get prepared to roll up your sleeves and enrich
your understanding of the Gospel, so that you will be
equipped to share the Good News with the people in
your life!
Sharing the Good News alongside you,
— Pastor Matt

Friends & Family Open House
at Camp Arrah Wanna
We are unable to hold our traditional weekend-long
Friends & Family Camp this year. We ARE, however,
holding a day event! Please come enjoy a sociallydistanced picnic with us! Come share the opportunity to
take a walk or a hike, peek at some of the changes around
camp, hear a presentation about what's happening at
Camp Arrah Wanna, and participate in the dedication of
our NEW Prayer Garden and Prayer Labyrinth!
• When: Saturday, September 5, at 11:00 am – 4:00 pm
• Cost: $15/person
Please confirm your presence no later than Saturday,
August 29 by calling the Camp Office, M–F, 9:00
am–5:00 pm: (503) 622-3189 or email to:
program@camparrahwanna.org

A Continued Call to Prayer
for Peace and Justice
We stand in love and
support with the
African American
community and with
all people of color
as we seek peace
and justice together.

“...do justice…
...love kindness…
...walk humbly with your God…”
(Micah 6:8)
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

SEPTEMBER
TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

30

31

1
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4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

15

16

17

18

19

24

25

26

1

2

3

8:30 – 9:30 am:
Drive-Up Communion

End of CCM
2020 Fundraiser

13

14

9:00 – 9:30 am:
Park 'n' Pray

20

9:00 – 9:30 am:
Park 'n' Pray

1:00 pm:
Painting on the Patio

21

22

23
1:00 pm:
Painting on the Patio

Trumpeter content due

27

9:00 – 9:30 am:
Park 'n' Pray

28

29

30
1:00 pm:
Painting on the Patio

WE WILL RETURN TO OUR REGULAR SCHEDULE WHEN REGULATIONS PERMIT US TO DO SO.

SUNDAY

8:45 am: Contemporary Service
9:30 am: Khmer Sunday School via Zoom
10:00 am: Sunday School for all ages
10:45 am: Khmer Devotional, online at fbc-portland.org
11:00 am: Worship Service, online at fbc-portland.org
Cambodian language, Rose Chapel
Children’s Church
for ages 3 through 7th Grade

MONDAY—SUNDAY

6:00 – 8:00 am: Eye Opener (AA meeting)

MONDAY

11:00 am: Brown-Bag Bible Study via Zoom

MONDAY & THURSDAY

2:00 – 4:00 pm: Drop-In Center

TUESDAY

5:30 pm: Dinner + A Movie

WEDNESDAY
12:00 pm: ONE PDX City-Wide Prayer Online Gathering
5:45 pm: Wednesday Night Dinner
7:00 pm: Sermon-based Bible Study online
7:30 pm: Choir rehearsal (September – June)
8:00 pm: Khmer Bible Study via Zoom

THURSDAY

7:00 - 8:00 pm: Downtowners (AA meeting)

FRIDAY

Office closed
6:00 pm: FOCUS
Events in grey are postponed until further notice.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
909 SW 11th Avenue
Portland, OR 97205-2099
(503) 228-7465
address service requested

Join us online SUNDAY
for livestream at 11:00 AM

Facebook.com/firstbaptistportland
Service available on
at 2:30 pm
tinyurl.com/firstbaptistportland

