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When I was a kid, my brother and I received a toy 
microscope as a gift on Christmas. We loved it! You could 
go into the backyard and find all sorts of things to put 
under the microscope: leaves, dirt, even bugs (until they 
scurried off). When I was a bit older, in biology class, using 
the microscope continued to fascinate me. The microscopes 
in high school were more powerful, and so you could see 
some of the details of cells, the inner workings of protozoa, 
and all sorts of other cool stuff. It was pretty amazing to see 
what life was like, “under the microscope.” 

At First Baptist we have a small group of individuals 
whom I fondly refer to as the “Skeleton Crew.” Since 

March 15th (yep, about four months ago), they have been 
working tirelessly to produce and broadcast the livestream 
of our worship services each and every Sunday. Not one of 
the folks on the team has gone to film school or had any 
professional training in the area of broadcast technology. 
And yet, they have truly risen to the challenge of our times, 
learning about technology they never thought they would 
have to learn about, adjusting their approach to music and 
public speaking in ways they had never imagined, and 
taking care of details that none of them would have ever 
anticipated. In a way, these individuals—both those in 
front of and behind the camera—have been living “under 
the microscope,” with their efforts on display for the whole 
world to see. 

There is another small group of individuals whom we 
are calling the “Care Team.” This new ministry group has 
been working to reach out to all members of our church 
family during this time of relative isolation, through simple 
emails and phone calls. If you are reading this article, it’s 
possible that someone from the Care Team has reached out 
to you to offer a simple word of encouragement or to simply 
say “hi” and remind you, as we all need to be reminded 
sometimes, that you are not alone. 

The ministries of both the Skeleton Crew and the Care 
Team have proven to be a great blessing to our church. 
Although our live-stream ministry is less than perfect at 
reaching all of our FBC congregants (as some don’t have 
access to Internet, computers, or smartphones), many people 
who by now would have missed service for four months 
have had the opportunity, albeit online, to participate in 

Power Made Perfect in Weakness
“But he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.’ 

Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on 
me. That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, 

in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.” (2 Corinthians 12:9–10, niV)
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FBC office closed for 
Independence Day

No Wednesday Night 
Bible Study

No Wednesday Night 
Bible Study

No Wednesday Night 
Bible Study

No Wednesday Night 
Bible Study

12:00 pm:  
  Zoom Youth Event

7:00 pm:  
  Prayer Meeting

4TH OF JULY

SUNDAY 
8:45 am: Contemporary Service
9:30 am: Khmer Sunday School via Zoom
10:00 am: Sunday School for all ages
10:45 am: Khmer Devotional, online at fbc-portland.org 
11:00 am: Worship Service, online at fbc-portland.org
 Cambodian language, Rose Chapel  
 Children’s Church
 for ages 3 through 7th Grade

MONDAY—SUNDAY 
6:00 – 8:00 am: Eye Opener (AA meeting)

MONDAY 
11:00 am: Brown-Bag Bible Study via Zoom (on break for July)

MONDAY & THURSDAY 
2:00 – 4:00 pm: Drop-In Center

TUESDAY 
5:30 pm: Dinner + A Movie

WEDNESDAY  

12:00 pm: ONE PDX City-Wide Prayer Online Gathering
5:45 pm: Wednesday Night Dinner 
7:00 pm: Sermon-based Bible Study online (on break for July)
7:30 pm: Choir rehearsal (September – June)
8:00 pm: Khmer Bible Study via Zoom 

THURSDAY 
7:00 - 8:00 pm: Downtowners (AA meeting)

FRIDAY 
Office closed 
6:00 pm:  FOCUS
Events in grey are postponed until further notice.
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Dates and times are subject to change. Please contact the FBC office to verify.
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The Trumpeter is published twelve times a year  
(January – December). Find us on the web:  
www.fbc-portland.org and www.ccmnews.org
The next Trumpeter deadline is July 20, 2020.  
Please send submissions to jchastain@fbc-portland.org

Matt Toupin — Senior Pastor
Peter Im — Cambodian Ministries 
Chris Shade — Associate Pastor 
Bruce Bridgess — Interim Music Director 
Cathy Francis — Business Administrator
Pat Forrester — Building Manager 
Jason Chastain — Assistant Business Administrator
Kathleen Chastain, Kari Scheie — Receptionists

Serey Kong .................................................................7/1
Joyce Olson ................................................................7/1
David Johnson .......................................................... 7/3
Lana Nelson .............................................................. 7/4
Denny Bishop ........................................................... 7/4
Jeremy Siegfried ......................................................... 7/8
Elizabeth Khem ........................................................ 7/8
Monna Briggs ...........................................................7/11
Spencer Benfield ...................................................... 7/12
Jim Chellis .............................................................. 7/13
Rom Neang ..............................................................7/15
Cheryl Hartup .........................................................7/17
Neang Som ............................................................. 7/18
Adriana Ionescu ....................................................... 7/19

Levi Toupin ............................................................. 7/19 
Tess Ratty ................................................................7/20
Johnny Khem ..........................................................7/20
Joanne Bishop .........................................................7/20
Marian Boehr .......................................................... 7/24
Neal Chartier .......................................................... 7/24
Christiana Dearborn ............................................... 7/25
Per Walthinsen ........................................................ 7/28
Bruce Rich .............................................................. 7/28 
Lisa Toupin ............................................................. 7/30
Grace Prom ..............................................................7/31

Please let the office know if there are names missing from 
this list. We strive for accuracy in our member database.

Member Birthdays

WE WILL RETURN TO OUR REGULAR SCHEDULE WHEN REGULATIONS PERMIT US TO DO SO.

Online Bible study in the Zoom Room!

If anybody has questions or issues in connecting to the First 
Baptist Church Zoom Bible studies, please contact the office at 

(503) 228-7465, and we will be than happy to assist you any 
way we can.
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Stewardship Note
We simply cannot thank the Lord and our congregation 
enough for the ongoing, generous support of the ministry 
of FBC. As a reminder, you are still able to send your tithes 
and offerings through the mail, or by using the online 
giving feature on our website (fbc-portland.org). 
Thank you for your generosity.

 —Executive Personnel Committee

COVID-19 and Re-Opening Update
Your Church Staff and Leadership Teams have been 
working hard to keep up to speed on developments related 
to COVID-19. At the top of all of our minds is how 
re-opening the church to in-person worship services will 
work. As of the publication of this newsletter, it seems quite 
likely that FBC will be able to offer an adapted form of our 
in-person worship services at some point toward the end 
of July. However, this is of course dependent on prevailing 
conditions at the time. Watch your email and the FBC 
website for more updates as the situation unfolds. Thank 
you for your continued prayers for discernment as we seek 
to do what is best for our ministry and for public health. 

In Memory of…
Our Christian sympathies go out to the family of long-time 
FBC member, Ellen Watson. Ellen passed away on June 4, 
2020. Plans are underway for a memorial service likely to 
take place toward the end of August.

 We also extend our sympathies to Teresa Thoreson and 
the family of Lenny, Teresa’s former husband. Lenny passed 
away on June 2. 

High-Tech Prayer Meeting
Join us on Monday, July 27, at 7pm for a high-tech prayer 
meeting that will involve a hybrid approach. You can join 
online (by Zoom) or in person. The first 25 people to email 
or call the church office will be able to join in person. We 
will be uniting in prayer for our city, our state, our country 
and our world. The outreach and overall ministry of FBC 
and ABCCPC will also be important prayer emphases at 
this event. For questions on how to connect, please just 
contact the church office. 

Former FBC member update
Former Associate Pastor Lloyd Day and Wife, Barbara Day, 
celebrated their 69th anniversary on June 11, shortly after 
Lloyd celebrated his 90th birthday at their residence in Ft. 
Worth, TX. They were part of our church family when 
they resided in Portland between 1987 and 1992. Since 
then, they have lived near Tampa, Florida and Ft. Worth, 
Texas. Lloyd is currently in hospice care. If you'd like to 
reach out, contact the church office for their information. 

Zoom Region-Wide Youth and 
Young Adult Event: Pictionary!

• Who: All youth and young adults
• What: A great time to connect with youth and 

young adults from church and from our American 
Baptist family through online Pictionary™, and an 
encouraging devotional time

•  Where: Join us LIVE by following the links at 
https://tinyurl.com/ABCCPC-Pictionary

•  When: Saturday, July 25, 2020 at 12–1 pm. 
 

Statewide Youth Bash 2020
 Attention all high school and middle school students: 
Our third annual Statewide Youth Bash is coming up this 
August! Sponsored by ABCCPC, there will be food, games, 
hiking, competitions, and worship with youth groups from 
all over the state of Oregon. Bring your own mountain 
bike for an awesome ride (optional)! It’s a great time to see 
friends from camp again or to make new ones! 

• Who: All students entering middle or high school 
(young adults needed to serve as volunteers too!)

• What: An awesome time with other youth groups 
at Silver Falls!

• Where: Silver Falls State Park 20024 Silver Falls 
Hwy SE, Sublimity, OR 97385

•  When: Saturday, August 22nd, 2020 10am-6pm
• How much: FREE!
•  Permission slip required, please contact FBC office

 [This event is contingent on health and safety advisories in light of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Please contact us for updates.]

News and Informationchurch. Our Care Team has been 
working to complement the work 
of the Skeleton Crew by connecting 
with folks who don’t have access to 
technology. Together, the efforts of 
these two, brand-new ministry teams 
have proven to be a core lifeline of 
ministry for FBC during a time of 
serious crisis. 

And yet, from time to time, 
the realities of living “under the 
microscope” tend to catch up to the 
faithful members of our Skeleton 
Crew in particular. They get 
concerned the camera angle wasn’t 
quite right or that the lighting was 
a bit off. They fret about hitting 
the wrong note or stumbling over 
a word—all because they want to 
do their very best to approximate a 
normal worship experience for the 

folks watching from home. These sorts 
of details are always on the mind of 
folks putting together any worship 
service. However, when they know 
their efforts will be on the Internet for 
the entire planet to view until the end 
of time or whenever Facebook and 
YouTube go out of business (probably 
no time soon), it’s an extremely 
vulnerable position to be in. No 
pressure, right? 

That’s why I encourage the 
Skeleton Crew, as I also encourage 
the Care Team, and as I will now 
encourage our entire church family, 
with some words of wisdom a good 
friend shared with me recently: 

“God made us imperfect, 
and therefore, accepts us with our 
imperfections—he only expects our best.”

We all may have moments, 
especially during these days of live-
streaming, Zoom meetings, and 
heavy-reliance on social media and 
phone calls in which we find ourselves 
“under the microscope.” We feel 
vulnerable and maybe even weak, not 
up to the task at hand, whatever it 
may be. But you know what? That’s 
not a bad thing. It’s a good thing! 
Because it is there where we will 
find, as the Apostle Paul did, that the 
grace of a perfect God is sufficient for 
imperfect you and me! It is there, in the 
place of our greatest weakness, of our 
greatest vulnerability, where the power 
of God shines most brightly in our 
lives and in the Church. 

May we all continue to see the 
grace and perfect power of God on full 
display and perhaps appreciate it now 
more than ever before, as it contrasts 
with the imperfect times in which we 
find ourselves. And may this fill us 
with joy like never before! 

Delighting in our weakness and in 
God’s strength,

-Pastor Matt

Continued from page 1
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the Cambodian children, their parents, 
and the community throughout the 
rest of the year.  Covid-19 may have 
effected our in-person ministries, 
but there are more opportunities to 
lift our God on high and show the 
non-Christian communities, as well, 
that God is in control and nothing 
will stop us from serving Him and 
touching lives for His glory. Recently, 
the commune officials asked us to 
sponsor refreshments for their monthly 
meetings, since other organizations 
had stopped providing them, due 
to their financial losses caused by 
this pandemic. This small donation 
from the ministry's fund offers us the 
opportunity to present Christ in their 

lives during their financial crisis. Also, 
when we reopen our programs and the 
students begin going back to school, 
we will provide school uniforms to 
the poorest students at our children's 
center. For these reasons, we the CCM 
board members, and the Cambodian 
ministry are launching an online 
fundraiser. In order to meet our annual 
budget, our goal is to raise $8,000, 
which is what we usually raise during 
our fundraising auction dinners at 
FBC. Our deadline for this fundraiser 
is a Labor Day, September 7, 2020. 
You can help reach our fundraising 
goal by mentioning Fundraiser 2020 
on your offering envelope when 
mailing a check to the church, or by 

adding a note when donating online. 
Please visit our website online at 
ccmnews.org for more info.

We pray and hope that you will 
give generously, even though there will 
be no dinner and auction this year. 
Our God will faithfully bless us in 
different ways as we all are willing to 
face this challenging situation for His 
ministries. This reminds us of Paul's 
message pleading the Philippians 4:6-7 
Do not be anxious about anything, 
but in every situation, by prayer 
and petition, with thanksgiving, 
present your requests to God. And 
the peace of God, which transcends 
all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
Some of our ministry partners and 
supporters suggested that we should 
do this kind of fundraising format to 
meet this annual budget because they 
would love to see that this children's 
ministry will not be affected by any 
form of worldly crisis and will stay 
strong in serving our living God. Our 
God is an almighty God we serve! On 
behalf of CCM, I deeply thank you 
all in advance for your donations to 
this fundraiser, and for supporting this 
ministry! May God Be Glorified!

—Pastor Peter Im

Compassion Camp VBS
Coming in August we are bringing back Vacation Bible School 
in a virtual way. Stay in touch with the Sunday School teachers 
and students as we learn about the love and compassion 
modeled by Jesus and other Biblical figures. More information 
will be in the August Trumpeter. Stay Tuned!

J.13 EVENTS
Sponsored by J.13, the Church Region’s Youth Leadership Team. 

ZOOM Pictionary: Saturday, July 25, at 12:00 pm.  
Join students from other Oregon churches to put your drawing 
and guessing skills to the test. Email Pastor Chris for info.

Statewide Youth Bash: Saturday, August 22, at Silver Falls 
State Park. Food, games, hiking, biking, fellowship and more. 
Details to come.

Summer at Home — Youth and Kids Activities
Although we are at home most of the summer, we still want to connect. 

Here are some options for connection over the summer.

CAW: Camp in a Box
Camp Arrah Wanna will be hosting a "Virtual Camp" 
opportunity throughout July for ANY SCHOOL-AGED 
CAMPERS interested in participating! There will be virtual 
meet-ups, activities for all ages, ZOOM Campfires, and 
more. Try it yourself or get it for a grandkid. Check in with 
Pastor Chris if you are interested.
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Cambodian Ministry NewsCambodian Ministry News

With the Lord's help and His answers 
to our prayers, the Cambodian 
families both here and at the 
Cambodian children's center are 
doing well during this pandemic. We 
are grateful that we can spiritually 
encourage one another in the Lord 
while we connect with each other 
through phone calls, social media, 
emails, and the Zoom meetings. We 
are all getting better at joining in the 

Zoom meetings and Facebook live-
streams during the worship services. 
Under Pastor Matt's leadership, our 
worship service online is more creative 
and inspires us all to strengthen our 
faith in the Lord. We thank the 
worship team and support staff for 
their high tech skills, allowing us to 
serve the Lord online. We all have our 
living hope in God and I look forward 
to the time when we are able join 
together and worship Him in-person.

At the children's center in 
Cambodia, the team continues to 
conduct small-group Bible studies, 
prayers, and visitations to the local 
families in need. Even though we 
postponed our children's activity 
programs due to the Covid-19 
lockdown, the children's ministry 
has still been paying our staff 
salary, and for the maintenance and 
improvement of the buildings and 
property. The staff at the center is 

doing well with cleaning, sanitizing, 
and repairs in various areas of the 
property, as well as joining the new 
road from the old gate to the new 
gate. In June, at the beginning of the 
rainy season, strong winds brought 
down a big tree between two of the 
activity centers. While the cleaning 
the debris, we decided to cut down 
two more trees by the playground for 
the safety of our children. 

I want to thank you all for your 
faithful prayers and generous support 
toward this children's ministry. 
However, our annual budget is 
behind schedule due to the Covid-19 
pandemic. Unfortunately, we could 
not host the annual auction fundraiser 
at FBC, as we usually do in May or 
June. After meeting on Zoom with 
our CCM board members and the 
Cambodian congregation, we agreed 
to work on fulfilling and maintaining 
our goals of the ministry to support 

The Lord will keep you from all harm — he will watch over your life; the Lord will 
watch over your coming and going both now and forevermore. — Psalm 121: 7–8

The leadership team at First Baptist continues to prayerfully 
consider the path to reopening our church for in-person 
services as we monitor the Covid-19 situation.

Based on the prevailing conditions in Multnomah 
County related to COVID-19, including the fact that 
the County is now in “Phase 1,” we are hoping to 
resume an adapted version of our in-person worship 
services as early as Sunday, July 19. Up until that date, 
we will continue offering our worship services only 
through online platforms. To learn more about the 
different “phases” of reopening, please check out this 
link: https://govstatus.egov.com/reopening-oregon

When we get closer to the date of re-opening, we will 
share more information about what changes in protocols 
will take place. For at least the first several weeks upon 
reopening, we will only offer one worship service starting 
at 10:45 am and it will follow the same basic format of 
what is currently being broadcast each Sunday. This service 
will continue to combine elements from the three worship 
services we were used to in the past, in an attempt to 
celebrate the wide array worship styles used in our ministry. 

We are eager and very cautious to resume meeting in-
person. To make sure this can happen as safely as possible, 
our staff has been—and during the month of July will 
continue to be—hard at work coming up with plans that 
will ensure as healthy a worship experience as is possible for 
our church family when the time is right. For example, we 
are already setting up the sanctuary for social distancing, 
making sure sanitary supplies are available, and training 
staff on strict cleaning checklists. 

Even after we resume in-person services, we will 
continue to offer our services on Facebook and YouTube. 
This will allow us to take a hybrid approach—while services 
may be available in-person, they will also be available 
online. Thus, if you feel more comfortable worshipping 
from home, you will still be able to do so. Similar to recent 
months, we will continue to take the following steps 
throughout the month of July: 
•  WORSHIP FROM HOME! We invite you to keep 

accessing the Facebook live-stream of our worship 
service every Sunday at 10:45 am (Khmer) and 11:00 
am (English) at the church Facebook page. On Sunday 

afternoons, the service will be posted on FBC’s YouTube 
channel by 2:30pm, which you can access by looking up 
“First Baptist Church of Portland.”

•  JULY EVENTS. Sadly, the church picnic has been 
cancelled due to the health situation and current closure 
of Oaks Park. However, the Quarterly Business Meeting 
will still take place after the regular worship service 
time. For those who prefer not to attend in person, we 
are working to find a solution that will enable you to 
participate by using technological means. 

•  KHMER BIBLE STUDIES. The Khmer language 
Bible studies at 9:30 am on Sunday and at 8:00 pm on 
Wednesdays will continue to be offered throughout July. 
However, the English language Bible studies will be on 
break for the month of July. 

•  PHONE A FRIEND! Don’t forget to reach out to your 
friends from church with an encouraging phone call 
or email. This can bring great hope to us all as we are 
relatively isolated at home. 

•  WEDNESDAY EVENTS. The cancellation of all our in-
person Wednesday events will continue through the summer 
months of July and August, including choir practice.  

•  OFFICE STILL FUNCTIONING BUT CLOSED 
TO THE PUBLIC. Church staff continues serving the 
needs of the congregation, working from home in some 
cases. The office will continue to be closed to the public. 
If you need to reach a staff member, reach out via phone 
or email. 

•  DROP-IN MINISTRY. This important ministry is still 
operating, with the meal being served at the sidewalk.  

•  SPREAD THE WORD! Let’s all continue to invite 
friends and family to join us for church from the comfort 
of their own home.

•  GIVING. Even though we can’t gather in person, the 
expenses of the church continue. Not only that, but 
the economic situation in our world has also had a 
significant negative impact on the various community 
groups that rent our building. We are extremely grateful 
to our church family for faithfully giving during this 
challenging time. As a reminder, e-giving is available on 
our church website through PayPal. Of course, checks 
can also be mailed to the church. THANK YOU!

July COVID-19 Update
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PDX Bilingual Worship Jam, June 25, 2020
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cases. The office will continue to be closed to the public. 
If you need to reach a staff member, reach out via phone 
or email. 

•  DROP-IN MINISTRY. This important ministry is still 
operating, with the meal being served at the sidewalk.  

•  SPREAD THE WORD! Let’s all continue to invite 
friends and family to join us for church from the comfort 
of their own home.

•  GIVING. Even though we can’t gather in person, the 
expenses of the church continue. Not only that, but 
the economic situation in our world has also had a 
significant negative impact on the various community 
groups that rent our building. We are extremely grateful 
to our church family for faithfully giving during this 
challenging time. As a reminder, e-giving is available on 
our church website through PayPal. Of course, checks 
can also be mailed to the church. THANK YOU!

July COVID-19 Update
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the Cambodian children, their parents, 
and the community throughout the 
rest of the year.  Covid-19 may have 
effected our in-person ministries, 
but there are more opportunities to 
lift our God on high and show the 
non-Christian communities, as well, 
that God is in control and nothing 
will stop us from serving Him and 
touching lives for His glory. Recently, 
the commune officials asked us to 
sponsor refreshments for their monthly 
meetings, since other organizations 
had stopped providing them, due 
to their financial losses caused by 
this pandemic. This small donation 
from the ministry's fund offers us the 
opportunity to present Christ in their 

lives during their financial crisis. Also, 
when we reopen our programs and the 
students begin going back to school, 
we will provide school uniforms to 
the poorest students at our children's 
center. For these reasons, we the CCM 
board members, and the Cambodian 
ministry are launching an online 
fundraiser. In order to meet our annual 
budget, our goal is to raise $8,000, 
which is what we usually raise during 
our fundraising auction dinners at 
FBC. Our deadline for this fundraiser 
is a Labor Day, September 7, 2020. 
You can help reach our fundraising 
goal by mentioning Fundraiser 2020 
on your offering envelope when 
mailing a check to the church, or by 

adding a note when donating online. 
Please visit our website online at 
ccmnews.org for more info.

We pray and hope that you will 
give generously, even though there will 
be no dinner and auction this year. 
Our God will faithfully bless us in 
different ways as we all are willing to 
face this challenging situation for His 
ministries. This reminds us of Paul's 
message pleading the Philippians 4:6-7 
Do not be anxious about anything, 
but in every situation, by prayer 
and petition, with thanksgiving, 
present your requests to God. And 
the peace of God, which transcends 
all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
Some of our ministry partners and 
supporters suggested that we should 
do this kind of fundraising format to 
meet this annual budget because they 
would love to see that this children's 
ministry will not be affected by any 
form of worldly crisis and will stay 
strong in serving our living God. Our 
God is an almighty God we serve! On 
behalf of CCM, I deeply thank you 
all in advance for your donations to 
this fundraiser, and for supporting this 
ministry! May God Be Glorified!

—Pastor Peter Im

Compassion Camp VBS
Coming in August we are bringing back Vacation Bible School 
in a virtual way. Stay in touch with the Sunday School teachers 
and students as we learn about the love and compassion 
modeled by Jesus and other Biblical figures. More information 
will be in the August Trumpeter. Stay Tuned!

J.13 EVENTS
Sponsored by J.13, the Church Region’s Youth Leadership Team. 

ZOOM Pictionary: Saturday, July 25, at 12:00 pm.  
Join students from other Oregon churches to put your drawing 
and guessing skills to the test. Email Pastor Chris for info.

Statewide Youth Bash: Saturday, August 22, at Silver Falls 
State Park. Food, games, hiking, biking, fellowship and more. 
Details to come.

Summer at Home — Youth and Kids Activities
Although we are at home most of the summer, we still want to connect. 

Here are some options for connection over the summer.

CAW: Camp in a Box
Camp Arrah Wanna will be hosting a "Virtual Camp" 
opportunity throughout July for ANY SCHOOL-AGED 
CAMPERS interested in participating! There will be virtual 
meet-ups, activities for all ages, ZOOM Campfires, and 
more. Try it yourself or get it for a grandkid. Check in with 
Pastor Chris if you are interested.
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Stewardship Note
We simply cannot thank the Lord and our congregation 
enough for the ongoing, generous support of the ministry 
of FBC. As a reminder, you are still able to send your tithes 
and offerings through the mail, or by using the online 
giving feature on our website (fbc-portland.org). 
Thank you for your generosity.

 —Executive Personnel Committee

COVID-19 and Re-Opening Update
Your Church Staff and Leadership Teams have been 
working hard to keep up to speed on developments related 
to COVID-19. At the top of all of our minds is how 
re-opening the church to in-person worship services will 
work. As of the publication of this newsletter, it seems quite 
likely that FBC will be able to offer an adapted form of our 
in-person worship services at some point toward the end 
of July. However, this is of course dependent on prevailing 
conditions at the time. Watch your email and the FBC 
website for more updates as the situation unfolds. Thank 
you for your continued prayers for discernment as we seek 
to do what is best for our ministry and for public health. 

In Memory of…
Our Christian sympathies go out to the family of long-time 
FBC member, Ellen Watson. Ellen passed away on June 4, 
2020. Plans are underway for a memorial service likely to 
take place toward the end of August.

 We also extend our sympathies to Teresa Thoreson and 
the family of Lenny, Teresa’s former husband. Lenny passed 
away on June 2. 

High-Tech Prayer Meeting
Join us on Monday, July 27, at 7pm for a high-tech prayer 
meeting that will involve a hybrid approach. You can join 
online (by Zoom) or in person. The first 25 people to email 
or call the church office will be able to join in person. We 
will be uniting in prayer for our city, our state, our country 
and our world. The outreach and overall ministry of FBC 
and ABCCPC will also be important prayer emphases at 
this event. For questions on how to connect, please just 
contact the church office. 

Former FBC member update
Former Associate Pastor Lloyd Day and Wife, Barbara Day, 
celebrated their 69th anniversary on June 11, shortly after 
Lloyd celebrated his 90th birthday at their residence in Ft. 
Worth, TX. They were part of our church family when 
they resided in Portland between 1987 and 1992. Since 
then, they have lived near Tampa, Florida and Ft. Worth, 
Texas. Lloyd is currently in hospice care. If you'd like to 
reach out, contact the church office for their information. 

Zoom Region-Wide Youth and 
Young Adult Event: Pictionary!

• Who: All youth and young adults
• What: A great time to connect with youth and 

young adults from church and from our American 
Baptist family through online Pictionary™, and an 
encouraging devotional time

•  Where: Join us LIVE by following the links at 
https://tinyurl.com/ABCCPC-Pictionary

•  When: Saturday, July 25, 2020 at 12–1 pm. 
 

Statewide Youth Bash 2020
 Attention all high school and middle school students: 
Our third annual Statewide Youth Bash is coming up this 
August! Sponsored by ABCCPC, there will be food, games, 
hiking, competitions, and worship with youth groups from 
all over the state of Oregon. Bring your own mountain 
bike for an awesome ride (optional)! It’s a great time to see 
friends from camp again or to make new ones! 

• Who: All students entering middle or high school 
(young adults needed to serve as volunteers too!)

• What: An awesome time with other youth groups 
at Silver Falls!

• Where: Silver Falls State Park 20024 Silver Falls 
Hwy SE, Sublimity, OR 97385

•  When: Saturday, August 22nd, 2020 10am-6pm
• How much: FREE!
•  Permission slip required, please contact FBC office

 [This event is contingent on health and safety advisories in light of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Please contact us for updates.]

News and Informationchurch. Our Care Team has been 
working to complement the work 
of the Skeleton Crew by connecting 
with folks who don’t have access to 
technology. Together, the efforts of 
these two, brand-new ministry teams 
have proven to be a core lifeline of 
ministry for FBC during a time of 
serious crisis. 

And yet, from time to time, 
the realities of living “under the 
microscope” tend to catch up to the 
faithful members of our Skeleton 
Crew in particular. They get 
concerned the camera angle wasn’t 
quite right or that the lighting was 
a bit off. They fret about hitting 
the wrong note or stumbling over 
a word—all because they want to 
do their very best to approximate a 
normal worship experience for the 

folks watching from home. These sorts 
of details are always on the mind of 
folks putting together any worship 
service. However, when they know 
their efforts will be on the Internet for 
the entire planet to view until the end 
of time or whenever Facebook and 
YouTube go out of business (probably 
no time soon), it’s an extremely 
vulnerable position to be in. No 
pressure, right? 

That’s why I encourage the 
Skeleton Crew, as I also encourage 
the Care Team, and as I will now 
encourage our entire church family, 
with some words of wisdom a good 
friend shared with me recently: 

“God made us imperfect, 
and therefore, accepts us with our 
imperfections—he only expects our best.”

We all may have moments, 
especially during these days of live-
streaming, Zoom meetings, and 
heavy-reliance on social media and 
phone calls in which we find ourselves 
“under the microscope.” We feel 
vulnerable and maybe even weak, not 
up to the task at hand, whatever it 
may be. But you know what? That’s 
not a bad thing. It’s a good thing! 
Because it is there where we will 
find, as the Apostle Paul did, that the 
grace of a perfect God is sufficient for 
imperfect you and me! It is there, in the 
place of our greatest weakness, of our 
greatest vulnerability, where the power 
of God shines most brightly in our 
lives and in the Church. 

May we all continue to see the 
grace and perfect power of God on full 
display and perhaps appreciate it now 
more than ever before, as it contrasts 
with the imperfect times in which we 
find ourselves. And may this fill us 
with joy like never before! 

Delighting in our weakness and in 
God’s strength,

-Pastor Matt

Continued from page 1
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FBC office closed for 
Independence Day

No Wednesday Night 
Bible Study

No Wednesday Night 
Bible Study

No Wednesday Night 
Bible Study

No Wednesday Night 
Bible Study

12:00 pm:  
  Zoom Youth Event

7:00 pm:  
  Prayer Meeting

4TH OF JULY

SUNDAY 
8:45 am: Contemporary Service
9:30 am: Khmer Sunday School via Zoom
10:00 am: Sunday School for all ages
10:45 am: Khmer Devotional, online at fbc-portland.org 
11:00 am: Worship Service, online at fbc-portland.org
 Cambodian language, Rose Chapel  
 Children’s Church
 for ages 3 through 7th Grade

MONDAY—SUNDAY 
6:00 – 8:00 am: Eye Opener (AA meeting)

MONDAY 
11:00 am: Brown-Bag Bible Study via Zoom (on break for July)

MONDAY & THURSDAY 
2:00 – 4:00 pm: Drop-In Center

TUESDAY 
5:30 pm: Dinner + A Movie

WEDNESDAY  

12:00 pm: ONE PDX City-Wide Prayer Online Gathering
5:45 pm: Wednesday Night Dinner 
7:00 pm: Sermon-based Bible Study online (on break for July)
7:30 pm: Choir rehearsal (September – June)
8:00 pm: Khmer Bible Study via Zoom 

THURSDAY 
7:00 - 8:00 pm: Downtowners (AA meeting)

FRIDAY 
Office closed 
6:00 pm:  FOCUS
Events in grey are postponed until further notice.
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Dates and times are subject to change. Please contact the FBC office to verify.
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The Trumpeter is published twelve times a year  
(January – December). Find us on the web:  
www.fbc-portland.org and www.ccmnews.org
The next Trumpeter deadline is July 20, 2020.  
Please send submissions to jchastain@fbc-portland.org

Matt Toupin — Senior Pastor
Peter Im — Cambodian Ministries 
Chris Shade — Associate Pastor 
Bruce Bridgess — Interim Music Director 
Cathy Francis — Business Administrator
Pat Forrester — Building Manager 
Jason Chastain — Assistant Business Administrator
Kathleen Chastain, Kari Scheie — Receptionists

Serey Kong .................................................................7/1
Joyce Olson ................................................................7/1
David Johnson .......................................................... 7/3
Lana Nelson .............................................................. 7/4
Denny Bishop ........................................................... 7/4
Jeremy Siegfried ......................................................... 7/8
Elizabeth Khem ........................................................ 7/8
Monna Briggs ...........................................................7/11
Spencer Benfield ...................................................... 7/12
Jim Chellis .............................................................. 7/13
Rom Neang ..............................................................7/15
Cheryl Hartup .........................................................7/17
Neang Som ............................................................. 7/18
Adriana Ionescu ....................................................... 7/19

Levi Toupin ............................................................. 7/19 
Tess Ratty ................................................................7/20
Johnny Khem ..........................................................7/20
Joanne Bishop .........................................................7/20
Marian Boehr .......................................................... 7/24
Neal Chartier .......................................................... 7/24
Christiana Dearborn ............................................... 7/25
Per Walthinsen ........................................................ 7/28
Bruce Rich .............................................................. 7/28 
Lisa Toupin ............................................................. 7/30
Grace Prom ..............................................................7/31

Please let the office know if there are names missing from 
this list. We strive for accuracy in our member database.

Member Birthdays

WE WILL RETURN TO OUR REGULAR SCHEDULE WHEN REGULATIONS PERMIT US TO DO SO.

Online Bible study in the Zoom Room!

If anybody has questions or issues in connecting to the First 
Baptist Church Zoom Bible studies, please contact the office at 

(503) 228-7465, and we will be than happy to assist you any 
way we can.
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When I was a kid, my brother and I received a toy 
microscope as a gift on Christmas. We loved it! You could 
go into the backyard and find all sorts of things to put 
under the microscope: leaves, dirt, even bugs (until they 
scurried off). When I was a bit older, in biology class, using 
the microscope continued to fascinate me. The microscopes 
in high school were more powerful, and so you could see 
some of the details of cells, the inner workings of protozoa, 
and all sorts of other cool stuff. It was pretty amazing to see 
what life was like, “under the microscope.” 

At First Baptist we have a small group of individuals 
whom I fondly refer to as the “Skeleton Crew.” Since 

March 15th (yep, about four months ago), they have been 
working tirelessly to produce and broadcast the livestream 
of our worship services each and every Sunday. Not one of 
the folks on the team has gone to film school or had any 
professional training in the area of broadcast technology. 
And yet, they have truly risen to the challenge of our times, 
learning about technology they never thought they would 
have to learn about, adjusting their approach to music and 
public speaking in ways they had never imagined, and 
taking care of details that none of them would have ever 
anticipated. In a way, these individuals—both those in 
front of and behind the camera—have been living “under 
the microscope,” with their efforts on display for the whole 
world to see. 

There is another small group of individuals whom we 
are calling the “Care Team.” This new ministry group has 
been working to reach out to all members of our church 
family during this time of relative isolation, through simple 
emails and phone calls. If you are reading this article, it’s 
possible that someone from the Care Team has reached out 
to you to offer a simple word of encouragement or to simply 
say “hi” and remind you, as we all need to be reminded 
sometimes, that you are not alone. 

The ministries of both the Skeleton Crew and the Care 
Team have proven to be a great blessing to our church. 
Although our live-stream ministry is less than perfect at 
reaching all of our FBC congregants (as some don’t have 
access to Internet, computers, or smartphones), many people 
who by now would have missed service for four months 
have had the opportunity, albeit online, to participate in 

Power Made Perfect in Weakness
“But he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.’ 

Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on 
me. That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, 

in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.” (2 Corinthians 12:9–10, niV)

Continued on page 10

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
909 SW 11th Avenue
Portland, OR 97205-2099
(503) 228-7465

address service requested

Facebook.com/firstbaptistportland

tinyurl.com/firstbaptistportland
Service available on                    at 2:30 pm

Join us online SUNDAY
for livestream at 11:00 AM


