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The Very Stones Would Cry Out!

Portland, Oregon

Announcing the Digital
Ministry Fundraiser!

According to Luke’s account of what happened on Palm Sunday (Juke 19:
28–40), the disciples complied precisely with the Lord’s instructions to
them, bringing him a donkey, throwing their cloaks on its back, and then
hoisting Jesus into their make-shift saddle. After that, Jesus made his way
down the Mount of Olives, approaching the city gate. And, as the saying
goes, the crowd went wild!
And it says that people “were spreading their cloaks on the road” (Lk. 19:36).
We know from the other three Gospel accounts that they were also laying
palm branches on the road. Hence the term: “Palm Sunday.” This was a very
fitting gesture because palm branches were used in processions like this to
celebrate victory.
In the excitement of the moment, it didn’t matter to the crowd that an
animal was about to trample their clothing. These folks had thrown caution
to the wind. They were excited; they were celebrating; they were worshipping!
And they were shouting out in a loud voice, quoting the Messianic psalm of

We are excited to announce
the first-ever Digital Ministry
Fundraiser at FBC! It was never
our plan to introduce things like
live-stream worship services, online
Bible studies, and virtual meetings
during Pastor Matt’s first month on
the job. However, as we all know,
circumstances have made that all
essential to our ministry now. We look
at it in the positive: When life gives
you lemons, make lemonade!
Already, thanks to our terrific
staff and volunteers, we have been
able to live-stream our worship
services through Facebook Live and
YouTube. However, we want to kick
this up a notch, providing a higher
quality live-streaming experience that
will help us to better connect with our
congregation and reach new people
with the message of hope we have in
Jesus. Working with a professional
consultant in the field, we have
identified key audio/video technology
that will help us begin to do just that.
At this time, we are hopeful
that we will be able to raise $3,000
for this project. Would you consider
partnering with us in this important
venture, giving above-and-beyond
your regular support of FBC? If
so, mark your donation for “LiveStreaming” and mail it to the church
or give online at fbc-portland.org.

Continued on page 6

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

“…I tell you, if these were silent, the very stones would cry out.”
(Luke 19:40b, ESV)
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Member Birthdays

Parker Rutter .............................................................4/3
Richard McGuirk...................................................... 4/5
Run Yep .................................................................... 4/5
Claudia Papagolos ..................................................... 4/5
Rick Loomis..............................................................4/6
Peter Newman .......................................................... 4/7
Brianne Nem.............................................................4/8
Robert Raleigh .........................................................4/11
Irene Callahan..........................................................4/11
Bev Simmons .......................................................... 4/12
Jeanette Fischer ....................................................... 4/13
Reynold Louie ......................................................... 4/14
Sueanne Townley .................................................... 4/15

Lucy Toupin ............................................................ 4/16
Darlene Nelson ....................................................... 4/17
Ruth Boughner ....................................................... 4/18
Siri Schillios ............................................................ 4/18
Maria Gherasim ...................................................... 4/19
Cindy Johnson ........................................................ 4/19
Jim Noyes................................................................4/26
Chris Shade .............................................................4/26
Anthony Preston...................................................... 4/27
Eddie Copple ..........................................................4/29
Alice Long ...............................................................4/30
Please let the office know if there are names missing from
this list. We strive for accuracy in our member database.

Stewardship Note
Even during challenging times,
we have much to be thankful for
at First Baptist, including our
terrific staff team, our volunteers,
our leaders, and a wonderful
church building which allows us
to share Christ and provide hope
to so many people both within
our congregation and in our
community. It is in times like these
we are reminded also how thankful
we are for a church family that
has always given so generously to
support the ongoing mission of
First Baptist Church.
Though the situation these days
may prevent us from worshipping
together in person, our shared
ministry continues on. Though
the doors are temporarily closed,
technology enables us to worship

together online. Though our office
is closed to the public, our staff
still work together tirelessly to
carry on the work of ministry, even
taking on new projects to enrich
our ministry long into the future.
And though regulations prevent us
from welcoming our neighbors into
the building to eat, our dedicated
Drop-In Center team continues to
serve a meal at the street, following
strict (and wise) protocols set in
place by the Multnomah County
Health Department. Why do we
do it all? Because the need for the
hope of the Gospel—and the need
for a healthy meal—is just that
great these days.
During this time, we want
to thank you, our dear church
family, for your continued support
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of the amazing ministry that
happens on the corner of 11th and
Taylor. Though you may not be
able to come directly to the church
building, we humbly invite you
to send your tithes and offerings
through your bank, by sending
a check in the mail, or by using
the online giving feature on our
website (fbc-portland.org). We
want to encourage you to give in
whatever way is best for you.
No matter how you give—
whether financially, through
serving, and/or through your
prayers—it is ALL essential to
what we do. THANK YOU!
—FBC Executive
Personnel Committee

Matt Toupin — Senior Pastor
Peter Im — Cambodian Ministries
Chris Shade — Associate Pastor
Bruce Bridgess — Interim Choir Director
Cathy Francis — Business Administrator
Jason Chastain — Assistant Business Administrator
Kathleen Chastain, Kari Scheie — Receptionists
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Coming Together in the Quarantine Era
The world has changed so much in just a short period of
time. Three weeks ago a group of worshipers from five
of the downtown churches met in our Rose Chapel to
begin a Lenten worship series. Today, a similar gathering
happened online with video-recorded music and prayers

conveyed over WiFi. As we continue to redefine what it
means to have and be "church" during this epidemic, I
want you to be aware of all we at FBC are doing to create
worship and fellowship.

Mid-Week Meditations: Every
Wednesday (or Thursday)

Online Worship: Sundays at
11:00 AM at Facebook Live
We will continue to meet at the church as long as we can
abide by the guidelines set by the state. Even though you
may not see us all on camera at once (6 foot boundary still
applies), you will be blessed with organ music, soloists,
and a message from Pastor Matt. Find it live Sundays
at 11:00 am or watch the recording on Facebook or
YouTube. Just search "First Baptist Portland".

Children's Time: Sundays,
Facebook, YouTube
In addition to worship on Sundays, Pastor Chris will be
posting children's messages and games for all the kids
at home. Right now, you can watch a message about
forgiveness featuring the quarantine movie favorite:
Frozen II. Find them on our Facebook page under Videos
or on the YouTube channel.

Each Week Pastor Chris will offer a 10–15 minute prayer/
meditation time. It is a good opportunity to pause, relax,
pray, and re-center yourself. Although the restrictions do
promise more collective health, they can also lead to anxiety,
loneliness, helplessness, and fear. Taking the time to address
those feelings, and to enlist God's help, can be vital.

ZOOM Bible Study
Wednesdays at 7:00 PM
Each week Pastor Matt is hosting a Bible Study reflecting
on the previous Sunday's scripture and lesson. It is a
great opportunity to go deeper into the scripture, share
your thoughts, and hear different perspectives. Plus it is
interactive and a great way to check in with the pastors
and each other. No computer or internet? No problem.
You can call in with your phone.

A Word About Technology
I know all of this new tech stuff might seem
overwhelming, so go slow. Most of the websites have video
tutorials, and do not require accounts or passwords to be
a part of the experience. I have found the biggest hurdle
is just trying it. Once that is overcome, the rest is pretty
manageable, and the benefit is tremendous. You can do it!
See You Online!
— Pastor Chris Shade
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Cambodian Ministry News

They will have no fear of bad news; their hearts are steadfast, trusting in the LORD.
—Psalm 112:7
អ្នកនោ
 ះនឹងម
 ិនខ
 ្លាចដំណឹងអា
 កាក់ឡើយចិតគ
្ត ាបានមាំមួនហ
 ើយដោយ
ទុកច
 ិតន
្ត ឹងព
 ាះយាហូវ៉ា។ទំនុកដំកើង១១២ៈ៧

ពាះដាលពាញដោយសាចក្តីសាឡាញ់នាយើងទាង់គាប់គាងលើគាប់ទាំង
អស់។សូមឲាយយើងបានទុកចិត្តលើទាង់ហើយមានសាចក្តីអំណរជាខ្លាំង

នូវចំពោះពាះចាស្តាខ្លាំងខ្លារបស់់ពាះអង្គពាាះសាចក្តីសុចរិតរបស់ទាង់ក៏
ស្ថិតស្ថារនៅជាដរាប។

the Lord continues as he blessed us
Our loving God is in control of
with Pastor Matt Toupin to lead us in
all circumstances. May we who
this new era of ministry.
faithfully trust in Him find great
Scripture and a brief article in Khmer for
delight in His
might, for Psalm
His 112:7
As we all around the world face
Trumpeter.
righteousness endures forever.
the Coronavirus during this time,
we humbly pray to seek God’s face
Starting in the early month of
for His healing touch upon us. The
March, there are many things to give
Cambodians went through the Killing
thanks to the Lord. We thank Him
for his goodness toward our ministries Fields 45 years ago. The impact of
that event is still in the mind of the
at FBC. Our Cambodian ministry is
survivors. For the believers, we saw
grateful for the leadership of Pastor
His miracles performed among us, as
Sam Brink who led us during the
we remained steadfast in our faith and
interim period with great spiritual
trust in Him. We pray that God finds
success. We enjoyed all the combined
our faith in Him grow stronger and
celebrations and worship services
closer to him as Savior and Healer.
under his leadership. Now our joy in
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Due to the impact of the
Coronavirus pandemic, the
government in Cambodia has closed
schools. Due to this closure, our
children ministry’s center was closed
as well. The active students who
hardly ever missed sports activities
at the center, such as soccer and the
playground, stopped coming right
away because they are well trained on
how to obey their parents and schools.
It is a more safe environment in that
community than in the capital and
main provinces during this virus. The
family of the coordinator of the center
continues to take care of the property
and the buildings and keep them
sanitized during this time. Let us pray
to seek God’s face and healing touch
upon people around the world and
His ministries. God is waiting for our
prayers. To God Be the Glory!
—Pastor Peter Im
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For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat. — Matthew 25:35
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Continued from page 1
praise, Psalm 118:26, which says in part, “Blessed is he
who comes in the name of the Lord”!
But what is really significant here is that this was not
just blind praise … it was praise in response to something.
The people were responding to what Jesus had been
doing—to the Gospel he had been preaching and to the
miracles he had been performing. He was presenting
himself to them as Messiah and their response indicated
that they clearly recognized him as such.
But in the midst of all this excitement, who showed
up? The Pharisees. There, at the end of the journey, at
the moment of triumph, the Pharisees showed up to
try to bring down the mood, saying, “Teacher, rebuke
your disciples!” They believed they had to stop the
momentum somehow.
And isn’t that what threatens to happen to us during
these difficult days? Even during the Easter season,
in what should be those moments of greatest joy, of
exuberant worship of the Lord, SOMEBODY sees fit to
rain on the parade, don’t they? SOMEBODY sees fit to
grumble. The mood changes from celebration to sadness.
Suddenly, Coronavirus enters the scene.

Pastor Matt Toupin livestreams the early service on March 8.
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But we must not allow it to get us down. We must
not allow it to stop the momentum of God’s work. Why?
Because the fact of the matter is, that when we are truly
praising God, whether in person or via Facebook Live
or YouTube; when we are truly rejoicing and bringing
honor to the matchless name of Jesus, there is nothing …
ABSOLUTELY NOTHING anyone or anything can do
about it …
NOT even the Pharisees could do anything about it!
NOT even common-sense regulations that force us to
only worship together through technological means!
And NOT even a global pandemic can stop our
praises to the King because Jesus says that:
“… if [we] were silent, the very stones would cry out”!
Church Family, as we celebrate victory in Jesus this
Easter season, whether in person or from the comfort of
our own homes by virtue of technology, THERE IS NO
SILENCING THE PRAISE OF GOD!
Crying out with you,
—Pastor Matt Toupin
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WE WILL RETURN TO OUR REGULAR SCHEDULE WHEN REGULATIONS PERMIT US TO DO SO.

SUNDAY

Weekly Events
WEDNESDAY

8:45 am: Contemporary Service
10:00 am: Sunday School for all ages
11:00 am: Worship Service, online at fbc-portland.org
Cambodian language, Rose Chapel
Children’s Church
for ages 3 through 7th Grade

12:00 pm: ONE PDX City-Wide Prayer Online Gathering
5:45 pm: Wednesday Night Dinner
7:00 pm: Sermon-based Bible Study online at fbc-portland.org
7:30 pm: Choir rehearsal (September – June)

MONDAY—SUNDAY

7:00 - 8:00 pm: Downtowners (AA meeting)

6:00 – 8:00 am: Eye Opener (AA meeting)

MONDAY & THURSDAY

2:00 – 4:00 pm: Drop-In Center

TUESDAY

5:30 pm: Dinner + A Movie

THURSDAY
FRIDAY

Office closed
6:00 pm: FOCUS

Events in grey are postponed until further notice.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
909 SW 11th Avenue
Portland, OR 97205-2099
(503) 228-7465
address service requested

